
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, September 4, 2022 

The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

A TRANSFORMED RELATIONSHIP 
 

“My dear brothers and sisters in Christ.” 
 

Those words are often used by bishops, priests, and deacons during the celebration of the 
liturgy to establish a connection with the congregation. 
 

Some preachers use that phrase to call people’s attention to a particular point they are making, 
while others use it as a “throwaway line” to give them a moment to remember what comes 
next in their sermons. 
 

“My dear brothers and sisters in Christ.” Those words not only sound warmhearted; they also 
reveal a profound relationship between the speaker and the hearer. 
 

Saint Paul addresses that relationship in this Sunday’s Second Reading (Philemon 9-10, 12-17). 
 

In that reading, which is from Saint Paul’s shortest and perhaps most personal letter, Paul 
draws out the implications of people being brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

It seems that while Paul was in prison for preaching the Gospel, he encountered Onesimus, an 
enslaved man who had run away from Philemon, his Christian master. 
 

Because of Paul’s influence, Onesimus embraced the Christian faith, was baptized, and won a 
special place in Paul’s heart. Paul described him as “my child Onesimus, whose father I have 
become in my imprisonment.” 
 

Paul knew that a runaway slave had to be returned to his master, so he urged Onesimus return 
to Philemon.  
 

Paul sent Onesimus back with a letter in which he asked Philemon to recognize that something 
had changed because of Onesimus’ baptism.  
 

Onesimus was to be regarded “no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved 
especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord.” Through the waters of 
baptism, an enslaved man and his master had become “brothers in Christ.”  
 

As Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
(Galatians 3:8) 
 

Baptism not only brings us into a personal relationship with God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, it also brings us into a new relationship with our fellow Christians. 
 

That relationship allows us to call them our “brothers and sisters in Christ.” More importantly, it 
gives us an obligation to love and serve them as we would our biological brothers and sisters. 



 

Just as we feel a greater responsibility for members of our families than to outsiders, we must 
feel that same way toward those baptized into our family of faith. 
 

As Paul told Philemon, baptism changes everything. It even transforms human relationships. 
 

May the transforming power of baptism help us to see our fellow Christians as our “brothers 
and sisters in Christ.” But even more importantly, may it empower and challenge us to treat 
them as such! 
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