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The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

AT THE HEAD TABLE 
 

“They were all choosing the places of honor at table.” That verse in Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 14:1, 
7-14) tells us what Jesus noticed when he went to dine on a sabbath day at the home of a 
leading Pharisee. 
 

The invited guests, who were most likely other high-ranking Pharisees and people of 
importance, were staking out places of honor for themselves. 
 

In response to what he saw happening, Jesus told a parable about a man who was invited to a 
wedding banquet. Upon arriving, that guest sat himself in a place of honor. However, after 
putting himself in the seat he felt he deserved, he was told by the host that he was sitting in the 
wrong place. We might say that the guest was informed that his seat was at Table 12, not Table 
1.  
 

Like those invited guests jostling for the best seats at the Pharisee’s dinner table, individuals 
who seek places of honor want to be noticed. They want people to be aware of the high rung 
they have reached on the ladder of success. They covet the social notoriety that comes with 
being considered worthy of a place at the “head of the table.” 
 

This craving to be noticed, to be seen as successful by society, to be judged better than others 
(at least in their own minds) drives people to strive for the next promotion, the higher salary, 
the bigger apartment. These individuals want to possess the latest digital device, dress in the 
current style, and post constantly on social media. They embrace politically correct opinions, 
adhere to the morals of the moment, associate with successful people, send their children to 
the right schools, etc. 
 

People who do such things tend to view their self-worth through the eyes of others and 
according to the level of affirmation and approval they receive from those around them.  
 

As we see from our Gospel, Jesus did not view himself that way. That is why he had no need for 
a place of honor at the table of the Pharisee who had invited him for dinner. Jesus knew who he 
was. He knew his value. Whether seated at the head table or the table by the kitchen door, 
Jesus knew he was God’s beloved Son. 
 

This Sunday we are reminded that our worth does not come from others. It is not measured by 
the place we have in society nor dependent on the world’s definition of success. Our worth 
comes from our place in the heart of God.  
 



As Jesus told us, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Or as Peter reminded us, we are a 
“chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own" (1 Peter 2:9). 
 

Those invited to dine at the home of the Pharisee were seeking places of honor. They wanted 
to be seen as important and worthy of praise. 
 

As Christians, we already have places of honor at the most important table, the table of the 
Lord. We are reminded of that each time we come to Mass, “Blessed are those called to the 
supper of the Lamb.”  
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