
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

DRAWING GOD 
 

Pictures created by little children are fascinating to look at because those images give us an 
insight into their perspective on the world and the people in their lives. 
 

Some of the most intriguing works of art done by children are depictions of God. Some children 
portray God as a kingly figure or as some type of angelic creature. Some children draw a 
shepherd with his sheep, or a figure surrounded by children, or just a cross. Some children paint 
a rainbow, or a big red heart, or the world being gently caressed by two hands. Others show the 
smiling face of Jesus. And still others draw swirls of color or a sun shining upon the earth.  
 

As adults, we do not draw pictures of God. But we all have some image of God in our minds. We 
might think of God as a loving father or as the king of the universe who watches over creation. 
We might imagine God as a just judge who rewards the righteous and punishes sinners.   
 

We might picture God as Jesus, for as he told Philip, “Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father.” (John 14:9) We might imagine God as our personal savior who protects us from evil.  
 

We might see God as the Holy Spirit who blesses us with peace and directs our lives. Or we may 
think of God as the one who smiles upon those who follow his commandments. 
 

We all have some image of God. But that image can be shattered if we feel that God is not 
acting as we expect. 
 

If we are diagnosed with cancer, we may no longer think of God as a personal, caring savior. If 
our society is thrown into turmoil by war or civil unrest, God might not appear as a king in 
control of events. If children die of starvation and people are victims of ethnic violence, we 
might find it hard to picture God as a loving father. If we try our best to follow the 
commandments and yet things go wrong in our lives, we might not see God as a fair and just 
judge. 
 

However, as Saint Paul tells us in this Sunday’s Second Reading (Romans 11:33-36), God’s 
actions are not always in line with our expectations. God’s judgments do not always match our 
own. What God chooses to do or not to do, does not require our approval. 
 

As Paul tells us, “How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways! For who 
has known the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor? Or who has given the Lord 
anything that he may be repaid?” 
 

God acts as God decides, and that often is in very unexpected ways.  
 

If we knew nothing of Christianity, could we picture an all-powerful God emptying himself and 
living among his creation? Could we envision such a God in the flesh allowing himself to be 



 
 

humiliated and crucified by his creatures? Could we conceive of a God showing mercy to beings 
who ignored his commandments and then allowing them to be united with him at his Holy 
Table? Could we imagine a God giving his creatures the insight to recognize his presence? An 
insight that Peter received in this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 16:13-20) as he professed, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  
 

God is beyond anything we can conceive or imagine, beyond any picture we can draw, beyond 
anything our words can explain, or our minds can grasp.  
 

If we want to draw a picture of God, perhaps it should show us giving praise to God as we 
proclaimed the words of Saint Paul, “How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable 
his ways! …. To him be glory forever. Amen.” 
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