
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, August 14, 2022 

The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

WHAT’S THE ANSWER? 
 

What is a Christian? 
 

People might answer that question in a variety of ways. 
 

Christians are people who have been baptized. 
 

Christians are those who have declared that Jesus is their Savior and Lord. 
 

Christians are sinners who have repented and turned toward God. 
 

Christians are persons who worship on Sunday. 
 

Christians are men and women who belong to the Church and are part of a faith community. 
 

Christians are individuals who believe the statements found in the Creed.  
 

Christians are those who recognize the Bible as God’s inspired word. 
 

Christians are individuals who show compassion and help those in need. 
All those answers are valid, but perhaps there is a better response to the question, “What is a 
Christian?” 
 

Christians are people who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. That relationship is 
more important than all other relationships and it guides their actions and decisions.  
 

Their relationship with Jesus determines their values and prioritizes what they hold dear. 
 

That relationship gives meaning and purpose to their existence and offers them hope no matter 
the darkness.  
 

That relationship unites them to a faith community on earth and promises that they will be part 
of a “great cloud of witnesses” in heaven. 
 

In short, being a Christian means having a profound, life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ 
that must come before all else. 
 

As we are told in our Second Reading (Hebrews 12:1-4), as we go through life we are to “rid 
ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies 
before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith.”  
 

With our eyes fixed on Jesus through daily prayer, participation in Mass, the reception of the 
Sacraments, the study of scripture, the guidance of the Church, and sacrificial acts of charity 
and mercy, we will know the direction we are to go in our lives. 
 



That focus on Jesus will separate us from those who reject him and the challenge of his Gospel. 
As Jesus tells us in Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:49-53), “Do you think that I have come to establish 
peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be 
divided, three against two and two against three.” Jesus came to confront people with a 
decision for or against him.  
 

A relationship with Jesus Christ changes us and sets our lives on fire with God’s presence and 
love. As Jesus said, "I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already 
blazing!”  
 

Being an authentic Christian is no easy thing, it means having a personal, life-transforming 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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