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Sunday, July 31, 2022 

The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski.  

Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 
 

RETIREMENT PLANNING 
 

Wise people have the foresight to prepare for their retirement. They realize that if they want a 
comfortable life when they stop working, they cannot depend only on Social Security or their 

pension.  
 

They invest in their retirement: They put money away in CDs and other financial instruments. 

They open IRAs or contribute to 401(k) accounts. They purchase stocks and bonds or real 
estate. They buy gold, silver, and other commodities or even cryptocurrencies. They consult 
investment advisors and keep track of their personal finances. They do all they can to be certain 
that they will be able to provide for themselves and their loved ones when their working 
careers end. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 12:13-21), Jesus relates a parable about a rich man who did all he 
could to make sure his future retirement was secure and well-funded. 
 

When he was blessed with an amazingly large harvest, he built bigger barns to store his grain 
and other goods. He accumulated so much that he was able to say to himself, “You have so 

many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ 
 

But his anticipated future years of plenty and leisure never materialized. God notified him, “You 

fool, this night your life will be demanded of you.” 
 

The rich man died, and all the things that were supposed to provide him with a future of 

happiness went to his heirs. The man’s situation was like that spoken of in our First Reading 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23) “Here is one who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill, 

and yet to another who has not labored over it, he must leave property. This also is vanity and a 
great misfortune.” 
 

Death makes a mockery of human life, and the dead gradually fade from memory. The financial 
status that individuals reach, the successes they attain, the relationships they form, and the 
influence they have are all soon forgotten after they are gone. 
 

As we are told in our First Reading, “All things are vanity    for what profit comes to man from all 
the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored under the sun?” 
 

Faith in Jesus Christ changes that dreary perspective and offers us a hope-filled understanding 
of life. We come to see that death is not our annihilation, but rather the entrance to a new 
dimension of living where the good we have done has eternal consequences.  
 

Since that is the case, Jesus tells us that we should not be concerned about accumulating 
wealth and possessions here, but rather about becoming “rich in what matters to God.”  



As Saint Paul tells us in our Second Reading (Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11), since we were baptized and 
“were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.” 
 

The retirement we all need to prepare for is not the one that comes when our working career 
ends, but the one that comes when God brings our earthly life to an end. The “eternal 
retirement” that follows our death is the one that most needs our attention and spiritual 
investment. 
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