
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, July 24, 2022 

The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

THE REQUIRED NUMBER 
 

When an item is put up for bid, an auctioneer attempts to secure the highest price possible.  
 

For example, the auctioneer may start the bidding for a particular item at $1,000. If an 
individual expresses a willingness to pay that price, the auctioneer will see if another person 
might pay a higher price, perhaps $1,500.  
 

It someone agrees to that higher amount, the auctioneer will raise the price again and continue 
doing so until no one is willing to pay the next suggested higher price. The item will then go to 
the person who had bid the most. 
 

In this Sunday’s First Reading (Genesis 18:20-32), we have what might be described as a 
“reverse auction.” Rather than a “price” being continually increased—it is decreased. 
 

Abraham pleads with God not to exact judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, cities whose people 
had fallen into sin and depravity. Abraham asks God if he would spare Sodom if 50 innocent 
people could be found within it. God agrees. 
 

But then Abraham asks if God would spare the city if 45 innocent people could be located. God 
accepts that lower number, but then Abraham goes lower still to 40. This process continues 
until the number is decreased to 10 innocent people. God then says, “For the sake of those ten, 
I will not destroy it.” Because of the continuing intercession of Abraham, the “price” for sparing 
the city was decreased from 50 to 10. 
 

Unfortunately, not even 10 innocent people could be found, so “the Lord rained down sulfur 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah, fire from the Lord out of heaven. He overthrew those cities” 
(Genesis 19:24-25). 
 

As we hear what happened to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, we may wonder why the 
same fate has not befallen our society.  
 

We live in a culture where there is escalating crime and violence, growing immorality, 
decreasing respect for human life, increasing rejection of God and religion, mounting attacks on 
traditional values, an expanding rejection of objective truth, accelerating drug abuse, swelling 
digital addiction, expanding acceptance of pornography, and the list could go on. 
 

Things are not good. According to a June 2022 Gallup Survey, “a record-high 50% of Americans 
rate the overall state of moral values in the U.S. as ‘poor,’ and another 37% say it is ‘only fair.’ 
Just 1% think the state of moral values is ‘excellent’ and 12% ‘good.’” 
 

Perhaps there is a reason that God continues to show mercy and to withhold judgment. We 
have someone pleading for us far greater than Abraham! 



 

Saint Paul tells us that our intercessor is “Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, who also is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us” (Romans 8:34). 
 

Jesus Christ succeeds in saving us from the fate that befell the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
He does that because of his saving death and resurrection. Perhaps there is another reason as 
well. 
 

Unlike Abraham, Jesus Christ can show God the Father far more than 10, or 20, or 30, or 50 
innocent people. He can point to millions of Christians striving to live as faithful children of God 
in our troubled world. He can point to me and to you. 
 

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because there were not even 10 innocent people in 
those cities. Thankfully, there are far more innocent people in our troubled world.  
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