
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, July 10, 2022 

The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

WHO ARE WE LIKE? 
 

Am I like the Good Samaritan or am I like the priest and Levite? 
 

That question might come to mind as we listen to the well-known parable of the Good 
Samaritan in this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 10:25-37). 
 

A man on his way to Jericho is attacked by robbers, who strip him of his clothing, beat him, and 
leave him half dead alongside the road. First, a priest and then a Levite see the beaten man, but 
both cross to the other side of the road and continue on their way. 
 

They may have thought the situation was a trap designed to lure others into stopping. Or 
perhaps they did not want to risk possibly touching a dead body and incurring ritual impurity 
that would hinder them from fulfilling their religious obligations. 
 

Then a despised Samaritan stops and assists the beaten stranger. Heedless of possible danger, 
he not only offers immediate first aid, but also takes the injured victim to a nearby inn and 
arranges for the man’s future care. 
 

Most of the time, we are like that Good Samaritan. We try to fulfill the command found in 
Sunday’s Gospel to love our neighbor.  
 

We volunteer our time and talent to serve our parish and local community. We assist relatives 
and friends who suffer a tragedy. We say “Yes” when someone personally asks for our help. 
Images of suffering people move us to act with compassion and to offer financial assistance. 
 

However, sometimes we also act like the priest and Levite. When confronted with suffering, we 
may look away or just offer a quick prayer. There may be too many things going on in our lives 
to get involved, too many responsibilities or financial obligations. Or perhaps we think the next 
person “coming down the road” will do something. 
 

So, we ask, Am I like the Good Samaritan or am I like the priest and Levite?  
 

But perhaps there is a further question we need to ask, namely, Am I like the person attacked 
by robbers and left bleeding alongside the road? 
 

If we ask that question, the answer is YES. We all have been attacked and injured by robbers. 
Not by those who steal our possessions, but by “robbers” who attack us spiritually and leave us 
wounded. 
 

Think of the “robbers” who we encounter on the road of life. 
 

We have an entertainment industry whose offerings often glamorize violence, disparage 
traditional values, ridicule parents, and weaken family life. 
 



 
 

We have a society whose guardrails seem to have weakened, where pornography is a click 
away, where drug use and gambling are promoted as sources of tax revenue, and where crime 
is excused. 
 

We live in a culture where unborn human life is deemed expendable, where the lives of the 
elderly and sick are disvalued, and where the innocence of young children is assaulted. 
 

We exist in an age that rejects God and objective truth and proclaims that every individual is 
the sole judge of what is right and good. 
 

In some way, we are all “victims” of such “robbers” who weaken the human family, attack our 
spirits, and lessen our dignity as children of God. 
 

Thankfully, as in Sunday’s Gospel, there is someone who comes to our rescue. He saves us from 
sin and darkness and from the false ideas that rob us of our dignity as children of God. Jesus is 
our Savior; he is our Good Samaritan. 
 

We all may not be like the Samaritan or the priest and Levite in Sunday’s Gospel, but we all are 
like the man attacked by robbers. We are all in need of saving! 
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