
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, July 3, 2022 

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski.  

Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 
 

A BIRTHDAY GIFT 
 

We give birthday gifts to people who are important to us. Our gifts express our love and 
appreciation for them and indicate the special place they have in our lives. 
 

When we choose birthday gifts, we try to pick items that the recipients need and will use. We 
do not want our gifts to be stored away and forgotten or worse yet, to be re-gifted to someone 

else.   
 

This Monday, July 4, the United States of America will celebrate its 246th birthday. That day will 

be celebrated with parades, political speeches, patriotic ceremonies, fireworks, concerts, family 
gatherings, and other activities.  
 

That day we will remember that we live in a country whose Declaration of Independence 
proclaims that all people “are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
 

We will call to mind that our nation’s Constitution guarantees us freedom of speech and 

expression, the right to elect our leaders, the free exercise of religion, and equality under the 
law.  
 

We will recall that our country provides us with opportunities to develop our talents and to 
pursue the “American dream.”. 
 

Suppose for a moment, we wanted to present a gift to the United States of America on its 

birthday to express our love and appreciation for all our country offers us. 
 

What birthday gift could we give our nation, particularly this year when it is beset with 
problems?  
 

There is increasing political polarization and more emphasis on what divides us rather than 
what unites us. People seem on edge, angry, disconnected, and ready to attack those with 
whom they disagree. There is more crime and violence on our streets, more depression and 

addictive behavior, more financial stress. Moral values and social structures that were once 
endorsed and accepted are jettisoned as outdated.  
 

Perhaps the best gift we can give our nation at this time, and one that Christians are in a 
privileged position to present, can be discerned in this Sunday’s Gospel  (10:1-12, 17-20).  
There Jesus instructed his disciples to place their trust in God and go forth as agents of healing 
and peace. They were to announce, “The kingdom of God is at hand.”   
 

Today Jesus challenges us to be like those disciples. We are to put our trust and hope in God, 
not in money, power, possessions, government programs, and passing social trends.  



 
 

 

We are to be sources of healing and peace by our words and actions, through our compassion 
and charity, and by our willingness to forgive and to move beyond past hurts.  
 

We are to open our eyes and discern the ways that God is acting in our world to bring about his 
kingdom. We are to look beyond the darkness of self-centeredness and evil in our society and 
to recognize the lights of goodness. And we are to be lights of goodness by our faithfulness and 
obedience to God. 
 

God gave the world the gift of his Son to save humanity from sin and to reveal that the fullness 
of life was to be found by living according to God’s will. 
 

The best gift we can give our nation this year is to continue the work of the Lord by 
courageously giving witness to the values and truth of the Gospel. The example of faithful 
Christians is the gift our nation most needs to receive on its birthday. 
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