
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, June 28, 2020 

The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

BECOMING WHAT WE ARE 
 

When does someone become a doctor, a plumber, a teacher or an electrician? 
 

It happens when a person has taken and passed the necessary courses of study, successfully 
completed required internships and training programs, and been certified by various boards 
and licensing agencies.  
 

Only then is an individual recognized by society as a doctor or teacher, a plumber or electrician. 
In fact, members of those professions receive documentation to prove their status and level of 
training. 
 

When it comes to becoming a Christian just the opposite takes place. Most of us were made 
Christians when we were just infants or small children. We might say we were licensed and 
certified as Christians without any course of study or preparation, without any understanding of 
what it means to be a Christian. 
 

We were unaware, as St. Paul tells us in Sunday’s Second Reading (Romans 6:3-4, 8-11) , that 
“we were indeed buried with Christ through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life.” 
 

We gradually became aware of that “newness of life” as we grew in our faith by hearing the 
Word of God, by celebrating the liturgy, and by participating in programs of religious education. 
 

We slowly began to appreciate that through baptism we had become adopted children of God; 
that the Son of God had freed us from the power of sin and death; that the Holy Spirit was 
within us, empowering us to continue the work of the Lord; and that we were part of the 
Church, the living Body of Christ. As that happened, we began to understand the effects and 
obligations of baptism. 
 

As Reginald H. Fuller, a respected biblical scholar, wrote in his book, Preaching the Lectionary, 
“The Christian life is fitting oneself into that which we have already been made by baptism.” In 
other words, living the Christian life means becoming what we are. 
 

Some of the implications of doing so are found in Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 10:37-42).  
 

Living as a Christian means, as Jesus tells us, loving him more than father or mother, son or 
daughter. While that might sound harsh, it is not if we realize those following Christ should be 
striving to love others just as he did. 
 

Living as a baptized Christian means taking up our cross. It means being a faithful Christian no 
matter the sacrifice.  
 



 
 

Living as a Christian means welcoming and caring for those who preach the Gospel and minister 
in the name of Jesus. We have an Old Testament example of such hospitality in our First 
Reading (2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a) in which a woman provides food and shelter to Elisha as he 
delivers God’s message. 
 

Unlike other professions where the degree and status come at the end of study and 
preparation, in the wonder of his love, God makes us Christians first. Then we gradually come 
to realize what we are and how we are to live. 
 

Professionals display diplomas and certificates proclaiming what they have become. Perhaps as 
Christians we should have a copy of our baptismal certificate displayed in our home. That 
document could remind us to make certain that our words and actions match what we are. We 
are “certified Christians!” 
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