
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, June 26, 2022 

The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski.  

Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 
 

WINDSHIELDS & REARVIEW MIRRORS 
 

Recently a political commentator remarked that it is more critical for leaders to see where they 
wish to go than to see where they have been. He emphasized his point by observing that cars 

are made so that the attention of drivers is directed forward rather than backward. The front 
windshield is far larger than the rearview mirror and offers drivers an unobstructed view of the 
road before them. 
 

All three of our scripture readings this Sunday support the idea that looking forward to what is 
ahead deserves more attention than looking back to what is behind. 
 

In our First Reading (1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21), we hear how the Prophet Elijah is ordered by God 

to anoint Elisha to succeed him. When Elijah places his cloak upon him, Elisha learns that his 
future would be about delivering the message of God rather than plowing fields.  
 

Seeing the future that awaits him, Elisha slaughters the twelve yoke of oxen that had been 
pulling his plow, uses his plowing equipment for fuel, and cooks a feast for his people. In doing 
so, Elisha puts the past behind him, moves forward into the future, and follows Elijah as his 

attendant. There would be no looking back, 
 

In the Second Reading (Galatians 5:1, 13-18), Saint Paul warns the Christians of Galatia “not to 

submit again to the yoke of slavery.” Christ has sent them free. They were not to look back to 
the past and the demands of the Mosaic law. Rather, they were to move forward in their 

newfound freedom in Christ, serve one another in love, and live by the Spirit.  
 

In the Gospel reading (Luke 9:51-62), we read that Jesus was moving forward, “resolutely 

determined to journey to Jerusalem.” His eyes were set on his destination, where he would 
prove himself to be God’s faithful and obedient Son and would overcome the power of sin and 
death.  
 

When his way through a Samaritan village was blocked because the people learned he was 
traveling to Jerusalem, Jesus simply “journeyed to another village.” Jesus knew where he 
wanted to go and no one would stop him. As he explained later in the Gospel, “I must continue 
on my way today, tomorrow, and the following day, for it is impossible that a prophet should 

die outside of Jerusalem.” (Luke 13:33) 
 

As we hear in Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus meets potential disciples as he goes along his way. Jesus 

tells them if they wish to join him, they must look to the future that awaits them as his 
followers and not to past relationships and obligations that may hold them back. As he says, 
“No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 



 

This Sunday, we are challenged to consider where we are looking as we journey through our 
lives: Are we looking in the rearview mirror at our past sins, failures, mistakes, and missed 
opportunities?  
 

Or are we looking forward and trying to see the kind of person that God wants us to become? 
Are we striving to discern what God desires us to do to hasten the coming of his kingdom? Are 
we seeking to recognize what we must leave behind to grow as followers of Christ? 
 

Each time we get in our car, look through the windshield, and begin to drive, we might ask 
ourselves, Do I know where I am going in my spiritual life? Do I see the way to my final 
destination? 
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