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The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

BOLD, CONFIDENT, UNAFRAID 
 

Successful salespeople have several traits in common. They know how to talk to strangers. They 
have an outgoing personality. They come across as friendly and interested in their customers. 
They are knowledgeable about the product or service they are offering for sale. 
 

But there is more. Successful salespeople are bold, confident, unafraid, and able to deal with 
rejection. Those traits are critical because not every person they talk to will decide to buy what 
they are selling. Successful salespeople have to be able to deal with hearing “No” from 
potential customers without becoming discouraged or taking it as a personal failure. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 10:26-33), we hear Jesus giving specific instructions to the 
Apostles. We might say Jesus is speaking to his “salespeople.” Jesus is sending them out to 
invite others to share the Good News of the Gospel that had transformed their lives. 
 

He tells them, “What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what you hear whispered, 
proclaim on the housetops.”  
 

Jesus instructs them to be fearless in their task. “Fear no one…do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul.” At the end of this Sunday’s Gospel, he repeats the message 
he started with, “do not be afraid.” 
 

Jesus did not want his disciples to be timid in announcing the coming of the kingdom. They 
were to be bold in acknowledging him before others. They were to be confident that God was 
watching over them and would reward their efforts.  
 

As Jesus told them, “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the 
ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are counted. So do not 
be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 
 

Those words of assurance were meant for his disciples for Jesus knew that, like him, they would 
face persecution and rejection. They would hear “NO” more often than “YES.” 
 

We might think those words of Jesus were meant only for the Apostles, because the passage 
begins with the phrase, “Jesus said to the Twelve.” Or we might imagine they might apply to 
missionaries. Yet those words are meant for us. The Gospel always applies to the present 
situation. That is why it is called Good News and not Good History. 
 

This Sunday Jesus reminds us that whatever our position is in life, we are to be unafraid to 
boldly acknowledge him before others, confident that God is watching over us.  
 



That means acknowledging Jesus before our relatives and friends, before our classmates and 
coworkers, before neighbors and strangers. We are to be bold in sharing our faith and telling 
others about Jesus, the one who has a special place in our hearts.  
 

May we be bold, confident, and unafraid because what we are offering is far more valuable 
than anything the world is selling.  
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