
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, June 5, 2022 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 
 

On Easter Sunday, “Day One” of the Easter season, we celebrated the Resurrection of the Lord. 
We recalled that joyous day when Jesus, the Crucified One, burst forth from the tomb – alive, 
risen, and glorified. 
 

On this Pentecost Sunday, “Day Fifty” of the Easter Season, we celebrate another resurrection, 
one recounted in our First Reading (Acts 2:1-11). There we hear how the disciples of Jesus, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, burst forth from the place where they were gathered in prayer. 
The disciples appeared on the streets of Jerusalem and began boldly preaching “the mighty acts 
of God” made present in Jesus. 
 

The great feasts of Easter Sunday and Pentecost Sunday celebrate not only past events, but also 
celebrate what continues to happen today. 
 

The Risen Lord continues to make himself present in word and sacrament and through his 
Church. Risen and alive, he remains with us. As he promised, “I am with you always, until the 
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
 

The Holy Spirit—who rushed upon the disciples that First Pentecost, fired them up with 
courage, pushed them out of the place where they were, and gave them words that all could 
understand—continues to do the same. 
 

The Holy Spirit has impelled the followers of Jesus far beyond Jerusalem, beyond the land of 
Israel, beyond the Middle East, beyond every boundary, to every part of the world. 
 

That same Holy Spirit has enabled the Church to preach the Gospel to all people: the Scriptures 
and the liturgical books of the Church have been translated into every modern language; 
missionaries learn different languages and then go forth to evangelize; and ordinary Christians 
share the Good News of the Gospel with friends and neighbors who speak as they do. 
 

This Pentecost, we need to call upon the power of the Holy Spirit and ask the Spirit to push us 
beyond our comfort zone, to give us the strength to be willing to openly speak of our faith in a 
society that wants to confine talk of Jesus to church buildings. 
 

We need to ask the Holy Spirit to give us tongues fired up with words that can be understood 
by the people of our day. We live in a culture where many people have little or no 
comprehension of scriptural references, no grasp of Church teaching beyond what they hear in 
the secular media, no grasp of religious terms like incarnation, redemption, salvation, or Trinity, 
and no appreciation of what being a Christian adds to human life beyond a vague hope of 
heaven.  
 



 

 
 

We need the Holy Spirit to give us a language and a vocabulary of words and actions that will 
speak to the people of our secular, technological, self-absorbed, pleasure-seeking, nonbelieving 
world. 
 

This Pentecost, and every day, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will give us the strength, the 
courage, the wisdom, and the words to go forth as the first disciples did with the message of 
the Gospel. A message that can bring joy and peace to human hearts and can change this 
troubled world into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send 
forth your Spirit and they shall be created and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
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