
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, May 29, 2022 

The Ascension of the Lord 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

A STORY WITH MANY SEASONS 
 

Netflix, Amazon Prime, Peacock, and other streaming services often present stories that cannot 
be told in one episode. The stories evolve over a number of episodes contained in one or more 
seasons. Viewers often need to wait for a new season to be released to discover how the story 
progresses.  
 

We have an example of that in the popular Netflix series, “The Crown,” centered on the life and 
reign of Queen Elizabeth II. The first season was released in 2016. After four successful seasons 
that include 40 episodes, viewers now await seasons five and six. 
 

We see that good stories, complicated stories, are difficult to squeeze into one episode. Saint 
Luke also found that to be the case. 
 

In his Gospel, he relates the story of Jesus across many chapters or episodes. He tells us about 
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, his early years in Nazareth, his preaching, his calling of the 
apostles, his miracles, his conflict with the religious authorities, his passion, death, and 
resurrection.  
 

Then Luke brings his gospel to a close with an event described in this Sunday’s Gospel for the 
Ascension of the Lord (Luke 24:46-53). During that occurrence, Jesus reminded his disciples of 
what they witnessed, promised them the Spirit, blessed them, and then “he parted from them 
and was taken up to heaven.” 
 

We might say that this was the final episode of the first season of the story of Jesus written by 
Luke. But Luke continued with a second season found in The Acts of the Apostles. The very first 
episode of that season is found in this Sunday’s First Reading (Acts 1:1-11).  
 

Luke begins that second season by recalling what he wrote about in his Gospel, namely, “all 
that Jesus did and taught until the day he was taken up.” Luke then restates the promise of 
Jesus to send the Spirit and the mission given the disciples to give witness to him. Then Luke 
writes, “as they were looking on, Jesus was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.” 
The final episode from season one flows into the first episode of season two. 
 

The Acts of the Apostles then continues with episodes that show how the message of Jesus 
spread from Jerusalem across the Roman Empire, even to Rome itself, and how the disciples 
preached and lived the Gospel. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, those first Christians fulfilled the 
mission given them by Jesus to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
 
We might say that Luke wrote “two seasons” of a story that changed the world. However, that 
story did not end with those seasons written by Luke. The story continues to this present day as 



 
 

the Holy Spirit empowers the Church to give witness to the Gospel and to preach the life-
changing message of Jesus Christ.  
 

We are now writing the current episode of a new season by how we live our faith from day to 
day. May the episode that we are creating draw others into the story of Jesus and his Church. 
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