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Sunday, May 17, 2020 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

BUT YOU WILL SEE ME 
 

Most of us have had the experience of going to a buffet that has so many enticing dishes that it 
is difficult to decide what foods to select. 
 

We may find ourselves in a somewhat similar situation, when we look at the Gospel for this 
Sunday (John 14:15-21). The reading is a buffet of thoughts and ideas. 
 

The passage is taken from the section of John’s Gospel often referred to as the Farewell 
Discourse, which contains the words that Jesus spoke to his apostles at the Last Supper. 
 

In Sunday’s selection, Jesus speaks about loving him and keeping his commandments. Jesus 
speaks about his relationship with the Father, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and how he will not 
abandon his disciples. 
 

However, there are words that might be particularly worth our attention. Jesus says, “In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.” 
 

When Jesus says in a little while the world will no longer see him, we know that indeed came to 
pass. For soon after speaking those words, Jesus would be arrested and tried, led off to 
crucifixion and death, and then placed in a tomb. The world would no longer see him. 
 

Certainly, that was the intention of the Scribes and Pharisees who pushed for his crucifixion. 
They no longer wanted Jesus to be heard or seen. They no longer wanted Jesus to be preaching 
a message that they considered heretical, that indicted their hypocrisy, and that they saw as a 
threat to their arrangement with the occupying Romans. 
 

For a while, for that first Good Friday and Holy Saturday, those apostles would also experience 
the absence of their Master. 
 

But Jesus told those disciples, “but you will see me, because I live.” That wonderfully came to 
pass that first Easter Sunday. He did live. He was alive and glorified and risen from the tomb. 
The disciples did see him again in the upper room, on the road to Emmaus, at the Sea of 
Tiberias, and on the mount of the Ascension.  
 

He lived and they lived as well, just as Jesus promised them – “and you will live.” Those disciples 
were raised from sorrow to unrestrained joy, from fear to courage, from silence to bold 
proclamation, from seeing death as an ending to viewing it as the gateway to eternal life. 
 

However, that passage does not apply only to those first disciples. Jesus also addresses those 
words to us. “In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live 
and you will live.” 
 



Today, most of the world does not see Jesus. It considers Jesus a figure from the distant past, 
unconnected to the present. 
 

But we see Jesus because he lives. The Spirit he promised opens our eyes to see him in the 
words of scripture, in the bread and wine of the Eucharist, in the celebration of the sacraments, 
in the gathering of the Church, and in all the baptized – even ourselves. 
 

Our lives are different because the Lord, who left his disciples for a while, returned alive and 
risen. In doing so he brought them and us into a new and everlasting relationship with God. As 
Jesus told us, “and you will live.”  
 

Of all the wonderful words that the Church sets before us this Sunday, perhaps we might 
particularly take these words of Jesus to heart, “In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me, because I live and you will live.” 
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May the Risen Lord bless you with his presence and peace 
especially during these challenging days. 


