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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

CENSORING 
 

We live at a time when many people are hesitant to express what they truly think about certain 
issues. They are afraid of being judged on social media by self-appointed arbiters of acceptable 
thought. Persons who conform to the current secular culture are praised, “friended,” and 
“followed.” Those who do not parrot the prevailing opinion of the moment risk being ridiculed, 
scorned, “canceled,” or labeled as bigots  
 

Since that is the case, many people self-censor. Before they express their beliefs and opinions, 
they consider their audience and how that audience will react to their words. 
If they judge their views will be met with a hostile reaction, they remain silent. They keep their 
ideas to themselves. They self-censor. 
 

If the disciples of Jesus had behaved in this way, the message of Jesus would have faded into 
the mists of history and there would be no Christians in our world. 
Thankfully, the apostles and those who followed them did not self-censor. They courageously 
proclaimed their belief in the Risen Lord and the message of the Gospel regardless of any 
possible negative reaction. 
 

We see an example in this Sunday’s First Reading (Acts 13:14, 43-52). Paul and Barnabas 
preached to the people gathered in the synagogue in Antioch and received a favorable reaction. 
However, the following week, that was not the case. The Jews “with violent abuse contradicted 
what Paul said…and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them 
from their territory.” 
 

Rather than being intimidated by that negative reaction, Paul and Barnabas simply “shook the 
dust from their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium.”  
 

They did not tone down their message nor decide to remain silent. We see similar courageous 
responses throughout the Acts of the Apostles. The disciples proclaimed the Gospel no matter 
the audience before them. They did not self-censor their message in any way. 
 

Today, we live in a culture that is increasingly hostile to Christianity. Those who speak about 
their Christian faith in the workplace, public square, or educational settings are told to keep 
their beliefs to themselves. Those who espouse moral values based on the Gospel are often 
labelled hateful and self-righteous. Those who seek to guide public policy in light of the words 
of Jesus and the teachings of his Church are called dogmatic and intolerant.  
 

Aware of such possible reactions, many Christians self-censor. They keep their beliefs to 
themselves. They hide their Christianity from public view. They are unwilling to expose 
themselves to possible hostility. 



 

However, as followers of the Risen Lord, we are not to keep our faith to ourselves. We are 
called to make our faith known and share it.  
 

As Jesus told us, “Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my 
heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before others, I will deny before my heavenly Father” 
(Matthew 10:32-33). 
 

The Risen Lord does not want us to self-censor. He wants us to boldly proclaim the Good News! 
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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