
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, May 3, 2020 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

MORE THAN FUNCTIONAL 
 

What are the most important parts of a church building?  
 

If we were asked that question, we would most likely answer the altar, the pulpit, the presidential chair, 
the tabernacle, the baptismal font, the sanctuary, and we might even say the pews for the people.  For 
as we know, no people, no church. 
 

But there is another part of the building that might come to mind in light of this Sunday’s Gospel (John 
10:1-10). In that reading Jesus speaks about a gate. That image might remind us of the doors of our 
churches, for like a gate, they let people in and out. Sadly, at the present time those doors are shut tight. 
 

Those doors normally allow people to enter the church so they can pray with their fellow Catholics. 
Those same doors let people exit so they can go forth to glorify the Lord by their lives of love and 
service. 
 

Doors are also significant during certain liturgical celebrations.  
 

At a baptism, the priest greets the parents and godparents who are presenting a child for the sacrament 
at the doors of the church.  
 

At a wedding, the priest is encouraged to greet the bride and groom at the doors of the church and to 
lead them in procession to the altar. 
 

At the start of a funeral Mass, the priest receives the body of the deceased at the doors of the church. 
After the liturgy, he accompanies the deceased as he or she is brought out of the doors for the last time. 
 

The doors of our churches are fitting places for those rituals because those entry ways remind us of 
Jesus who in Sunday’s Gospel solemnly proclaims, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the 
sheep.”  
 

As Jesus further explains, “I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in 
and go out and find pasture.” 
 

Jesus is the gate that brings us into a new relationship with the Father, and the gate that can lead us to a 
richer life today, and eternal life tomorrow. “I came so that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly.” 
 

The doors of our church are not only functional. They can serve as powerful reminders of the one who 
brought us into the church, and the one who sends us out through those doors to share his Gospel with 
all people.  
 

Our church doors also declare that Jesus is the gate that leads to the green pastures of eternal life. 
 



 
 

The next time we pass through the doors of our church, which we pray will be soon, we might 
remember the words of Jesus, “I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved.” 
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May the Risen Lord continue to bless you with his presence and peace 
during this Easter Season! 


