
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, May 1, 2022 

The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

HANDING ON HIS MINISTRY 
 

Sometimes teachers will require their students to read a story and then write an essay pointing 
out the main characters and describing their actions and motivations. 
 

If students were given such an assignment in relationship to this Sunday’s Gospel (John 21:1-
19), they would undoubtedly focus on Jesus. He is the central character in that passage and 
throughout the four Gospels.  
 

But there is another figure in this Sunday’s reading that they might also write about, one that 
seems to be especially prominent. That character is Peter, also called Simon Peter or just 
Simon. He is mentioned by name 13 times in the passage. In addition, 29 pronouns refer to him. 
 

Peter plays a key role in the story.  He is the one who suggests to the apostles that they go 
fishing.  
 

Peter is the person who jumps out of the boat and swims to land when John says that he sees 
Jesus standing on the shore. 
 

Peter is the one who grabs the net filled with “one hundred fifty-three large fish” and 
singlehandedly pulls it onto the land at the request of Jesus. 
 

Peter is the only person whom Jesus engages in private conversation after they have eaten 
their breakfast of bread and fish.  
 

During their talk, Jesus questions Peter about their relationship, he tells Peter what awaits him 
when he grows old, and then he repeats his initial invitation to Peter to follow him as a disciple. 
 

Peter’s prominent role in this Gospel may be an indication that this passage is about more than 
“the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead.” This 
passage may also be about the Risen Lord handing over his ministry to Peter before returning to 
his heavenly Father. 
 

Jesus asks Peter if he loves him, not once but three times. When Peter professes his love, the 
Risen Lord tells Peter, “Feed my lambs….Tend my sheep….Feed my sheep.” Jesus the Good 
Shepherd puts his flock under the care of Peter. 
 

Jesus also tells Peter that like him, he will have to conform his will to God’s will, which will lead 
him in directions that will involve suffering and a loss of control. As Jesus says, “Someone else 
will…lead you where you will not want to go.” Jesus was led to the cross; Peter would also be 
led to lay down his life. 
 



 
 

The passage also highlights the leadership role of Peter, a leadership that he will exercise after 
the Ascension of Jesus. Peter was the one who told his fellow apostles, “I am going fishing” and 
they followed him. Peter was also the one who took the lead in bringing the net full of fish to 
Jesus when Jesus asked for fish. Peter was also the one to whom Jesus addressed his call to 
discipleship a second time. “Follow me.” 
 

Peter had already followed Jesus as an apostle; perhaps now he was being told to follow him as 
the leader of the apostles and the shepherd of the Church. 
 

This Sunday’s passage, which comes at the end of John’s Gospel, shows the Risen Lord handing 
on his ministry to Peter—a ministry that has now been handed onto Pope Francis and to the 
Church in our day. 
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