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The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

LOCKED DOORS 
 

“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, Jesus came and stood in their midst.” 
 

“Now, a week later, his disciples were again inside…Jesus came, although the doors were 
locked, and stood in their midst.” 
 

This Sunday's Gospel (John 20:19-31) speaks of two appearances of the Risen Lord. The first one 
occurred on the evening of Easter Sunday and the second happened a week later.  
 

In both instances, John noted that the doors were locked where the disciples were. The Risen 
Lord did not bang on the doors and wait for them to be opened. He suddenly just appeared 
among his disciples.  
 

That detail lets us know that the resurrection of Jesus was not the reanimation of a dead body. 
If it were, Jesus would have had to knock and wait to be admitted. 
 

Peter, James, and John experienced a foreshadowing of that resurrected glory of Jesus during 
the Transfiguration. We heard Luke’s account of that moment on the Second Sunday of Lent 
(Luke 9:28b-36). “While Jesus was praying his face changed in appearance and his clothing 
became dazzling white….Peter and his companions…saw his glory.”   
 

In the resurrection, Jesus was raised beyond death to a new level of existence. Glorified and 
risen, Jesus Christ was free of physical limitations. There was no place, no doors, that could shut 
him out. 
 

The Risen Lord was also no longer limited by time. The religious and political powers of his day 
thought they could end his life by throwing him on a cross, but they did not succeed.  
 

The Risen Lord appeared to his disciples after his death and resurrection and he continues to 
make himself known down to this very day. As he promised his disciples, “And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)  
 

In our lives, we experience the presence of the Risen Lord as he speaks to us when the Gospel is 
proclaimed. After the reading, we acknowledge his words and his presence, as we declare, 
“Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
 

We encounter the presence of the Risen Lord in a profound way in the celebration of the 
Eucharist. There he draws us into a “holy communion” with him and our fellow Catholics as he 
gives us his very Body and Blood. He invites us to share at his holy table. 
 

We feel the presence of the Risen Lord in the love, compassion, and mercy shown us by 
members of the Church who form the living Body of Christ in our day. 
 

We sense the presence of the Risen Lord in moments of prayer and in our acts of service and 
kindness to those in need. As Jesus tells us, “whatever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
 



Perhaps we might understand the presence of the Risen Lord if we consider how some 
scientists believe that creation took place. They theorize that from an infinitely dense single 
point all matter and energy burst forth in a moment and expanded to fill the universe. 
 

We might say that on that first Easter Sunday, Jesus Christ “burst forth” from the tomb. He was 
raised up beyond human limitations, raised above the limits of space and time. His presence 
and love flooded all the world. There is no place, no time, no human heart in which the Risen 
Lord cannot be present. No doors can keep out the Risen Lord. 
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May the Presence and Love of the Risen Lord 
touch your lives during this Blessed Easter Season. 


