
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, April 17, 2022 

Easter Sunday 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

COUNTER CULTURAL 
 

Easter is a celebration of spring. It heralds the rebirth of nature as flowers come into bloom, 
leaves appear on trees, days get warmer, and birds build their nests.  
 

Easter is a time for families to gather to enjoy traditional foods, breads, and pastries. It is a time 
for Easter egg hunts, eating chocolates, and wearing new clothes.  
 

Easter is a season of hope and renewal. Just as winter is left behind with the arrival of spring, so 
past mistakes and failures can be left behind with the hope of better days ahead and new 
opportunities.   
 

Such understandings of Easter have become more and more prevalent in today’s culture. If you 
have any doubt, just look at the selection of Easter cards in most stores. There are far more 
images of rabbits, flowers, chicks, colorful eggs, and baskets overflowing with candy and food 
than images related to the cross and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

That is not surprising, for the true meaning of Easter contradicts today’s culture. The Christian 
understanding of Easter is counter cultural. 
 

As Christians we believe that Easter is about the victory of Jesus Christ over the forces of sin 
and death. It proclaims that the tomb of Good Friday was not the “period” that put an end to 
the life and ministry of Jesus, but rather was only a “comma” that paused the story of Jesus for 
a moment.  
 

The story continued with his Resurrection and continues to our day as the Risen Lord speaks to 
us through his word, touches us through the sacraments, and embraces us through his Church.  
 

He changes our understanding of life and death and lets us know that what we do in this life 
has eternal implications. We are not just creatures that sparkle for a moment and then fall into 
the darkness of nothingness.  
 

The Resurrection also affirms the teachings of Jesus. His words in the scriptures are not just 
words of a religious figure from the past, they are the very words of God. They proclaim divine 
truth to a world that says that truth is determined by each individual and that right and wrong 
are changeable concepts. 
 

Today’s culture is threatened by the Christian understanding of Easter. It is far easier to accept 
a celebration of spring, chocolates, and flowers than to accept a celebration that affirms the 
Resurrection of Jesus and the truth of the Gospel—a truth that contradicts so many of the 
values of today’s society and culture. 
 



 
 

As St. Peter told us in today’s First Reading (Acts 10:34a, 37-43), “They put Jesus to death by 
hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day…he is the one appointed by God as 
judge of the living and the dead…everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 

Today’s society is uncomfortable with our belief about Easter. That should come as no surprise, 
for the Christian understanding of Easter is counter cultural. But that belief gives us comfort, 
hope, and joy. Alleluia! Jesus Christ is Risen! 
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May the Risen Lord bless you with his presence and peace! 
Happy Easter! 


