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LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 
The Resurrection of the Lord 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

NOT SOCIALLY DISTANT 
 

A few months ago, if we had heard the term “social distancing” most of us would not have 
known what was meant by that phrase. 
 

However, since the discovery of the coronavirus, we have learned the meaning of that term and 
the necessity for us to increase the physical space between ourselves and others.  
 

Health professionals and government officials have urged all people to keep at least six feet 
away from others in order to lessen the chance of an infected individual transmitting the 
coronavirus to other persons. 
 

The need for such “social distancing” has led to the cancellation of sporting and social events, 
the suspension of church services, the closing of schools and businesses, the relegating of 
restaurants to “take out” only, and the dramatic lessening of our interactions with other 
people. 
 

This “social distancing” has caused a sense of isolation. The isolation is especially difficult to 
endure when we feel threatened or in danger. At those times we want to be near other people, 
we want to be near people we love. 
 

There is a form of “social distancing” that does far more than keep us at a certain physical 
distance from people. It moves us away from all people and out of their lives completely. We 
learn of such “social distancing” in the Gospel reading for Passion Sunday and Good Friday. 
 

There we hear the account of the suffering and death of Jesus. We hear how Jesus was 
executed by Jewish religious leaders and Roman officials.  
 

They wanted to completely “socially distance” Jesus. With his life ended and his body 
“quarantined” in a tomb, he could never again approach people with the Good News of the 
Gospel or touch them with healing and hope. 
 

Certainly Mary, the mother of Jesus, Peter, James, John, Mary Magdalene, and the other 
disciples acutely felt that pain of Jesus being isolated from them by death. 
 

But that “social distancing” came to a glorious end on Easter Sunday when Jesus was raised to 
new life. As Peter proclaims in the First Reading of Easter Sunday (Acts 10:34a, 37-43), “They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third day and granted 
that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” 
 

Those first disciples saw the “social distancing” caused by death broken by the power of the 
Resurrection. They experienced the presence of the Risen Lord.  
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He was with them and now the Risen Lord is with us. He is not socially distant off in the 
heavens. He is with us as we gather in his name, as we hear his Word, and as we share at his 
Table. 
 

In the Resurrection, Jesus broke the power of death. His victory is our assurance that if we 
believe in him the “virus” of death will not result in “social distancing” us from God and from 
those we have loved. We will be joyfully united forever in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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Happy Easter!  
May the Risen Lord bless you with his presence and peace. 

 


