
 
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

HIS GREATEST SERMON 
 

Shock, pain, sorrow, cowardice, betrayal, fear, terror, mockery, suffering, torture, injustice, 
humiliation, and death. Those are some of the words that might come to mind after we hear 
Sunday’s Gospel reading (Luke 22:14-23:56) about the arrest, trial, crucifixion, and death of 
Jesus. 
 

All those negative words aptly describe what Jesus endured that first Holy Thursday evening 
and Good Friday. 
 

But if we consider how Jesus responded, how he acted during those two horrible days, we see 
that Jesus was not crushed and defeated by what he suffered. Rather, Jesus showed kindness, 
mercy, compassion, and consideration even in the midst of the darkness and cruelty that 
enveloped him. Just consider how Jesus treated those he encountered up to his last moment on 
the cross. 
 

During his final meal with his disciples, Jesus allowed Judas to join him and his disciples at table. 
He did not verbally reveal Judas as the one who would betray him, nor did he call upon his 
disciples to restrain Judas from acting on his plans. Perhaps, even up to that final meal, Jesus 
hoped that the heart of Judas might be touched by his kindness.  
 

When his disciples ignored his words about his coming betrayal and instead began arguing 
among themselves about who was the greatest, Jesus did not berate them for their ambition 
and insensitivity. Instead, he used the moment to teach them that the greatest was the one 
who served. 
 

When Jesus was in prayer at the Mount of Olives, he not only prayed that he would be faithful 
to the will of his Father, he encouraged his disciples to also pray because he knew they would 
also be put to the test. 
 

When one of his disciples cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest during an attempt to 
prevent the arrest of Jesus, Jesus ordered that disciple to put away his sword. “Stop, no more of 
this.” Then in an act of mercy, Jesus healed that servant who considered Jesus to be a criminal. 
Jesus showed love for an enemy. 
 

After Peter denied knowing Jesus, not once, but three separate times, Jesus “turned and looked 
at Peter.” While we might imagine that look was one of anger and disappointment, perhaps it 
was actually a look of love and concern for a friend who had done something he would deeply 
regret. That look so touched the heart of Peter that he began to “weep bitterly.” 
 



 
 

 
 

When Jesus was made to endure a show trial before the Sanhedrin, false accusations before 
Pilate, and mockery at the court of Herod, Jesus did not deny his identity. He spoke the truth as 
lies were told about him. He truly acted as God’s faithful and beloved Son. 
 

When the women of Jerusalem wept over him as he carried his cross, Jesus told them “do not 
weep for me, weep instead for yourselves and your children.” Jesus directed attention away 
from himself and focused it on others in need. Something he did throughout his ministry. 
 

As his life bled away on the cross, Jesus sought forgiveness for his executioners. “Father, forgive 
them, they know not what they do.” In doing so, Jesus gave absolute proof to the words he had 
preached during his Sermon on the Mount, “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for 
those who persecute you.” 
 

Then Jesus demonstrated God’s gracious, undeserved, unmerited mercy to the sinner. Jesus 
told the criminal who asked to be remembered when Jesus came into his kingdom, “Today, you 
will be with me in paradise.” 
 

During his passion and death, Jesus continued to proclaim the Gospel by his words and by his 
actions. We might say that Jesus preached his greatest sermon that first Holy Thursday and 
Good Friday. It is the sermon that we remember this Passion Sunday and each time we look 
upon the Cross. 
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