
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunday 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

DIVINE APPROVAL 
 

There are three vaccines currently being administered to people to protect them from Covid-
19, namely, those manufactured by Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson.  
 

Those three vaccines were given emergency authorization by the Food and Drug 
Administration. The FDA is the government agency that regulates drugs, supplements, and 
medical devices and makes certain they are safe and provide the promised health benefits. 
 

Wise consumers are skeptical of health claims that are not approved by the FDA: claims that 
end with the words, “This statement has not been evaluated by the Food and Drug 
Administration.” 
 

During his ministry, Jesus made a series of claims about himself. 
 

He said that he was the path to God. “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” (John 4:16) 
 

He stated, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 

He affirmed he was the long-awaited Messiah. He answered, “I am,” when asked if he was “the 
Messiah, the son of the Blessed One.” (Mark 14: 61-62) 
 

He testified that he was one with God. “The Father and I are one.” (John 10:30) 
 

He asserted that he could satisfy humanity’s deepest desires. “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.” (John 6:35)  
 

He declared that he could forgive sin. He told the penitent woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
(Luke 7:46) 
 

He proclaimed he had power even over death. “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” (John 11:25) 
 

Those striking claims of Jesus were rejected by the religious authorities of his day, as certainly 
as any unproven product would be rejected by the FDA. 
 

When Jesus cured a mute person, the Pharisees said that Jesus was in league with the devil 
himself. “He drives out demons by the prince of demons.” (Matthew 9:34) 
 

When on a sabbath day Jesus gave sight to a man blind from birth, he was labeled a sinner by 
the Pharisees. “This man is not from God, because he does not keep the sabbath.” (John 9:16) 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14#51014006-b


 

 
 

When Jesus spoke of his relationship with God and his coming in glory, the Jewish chief priest 
declared “He has blasphemed!” and found Jesus deserving of death. (Matthew 26:65) 
 

The religious authorities of his day evaluated and then rejected the statements of Jesus. That 
rejection was made abundantly clear when they demanded his crucifixion and mocked him as 
his life drained away on the cross that Good Friday afternoon. 
 

But the judgment made by those religious authorities was not the last word. Three days later, 
the highest of all authorities gave his verdict. As we hear in this Sunday’s First Reading (Acts 
10:34a, 37-43), “They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the 
third day.”  
 

In the Resurrection, the Father validated and confirmed the message and the identity of Jesus. 
Jesus truly was the Messiah, the Redeemer, the Son of God. His Gospel was truly the Good 
News of Salvation. 
 

We might say that on that first Easter, the life and work of Jesus was endorsed by the “FDA.” 
Jesus received the Father’s Divine Approval. And it is an approval that we celebrate this Easter 
Sunday and every Sunday. For that approval means that through Jesus we can overcome the 
virus of sin and death and come to eternal life. 
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May the Risen Lord bless you with his presence and peace this Easter Season! 
 


