
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent  

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

FUTURE PRESENT 
 

Imagine for a moment you were taking a course in chemistry. After the first day of class the 
teacher took you aside and told you that no matter how hard you worked, no matter your level 
of class participation, no matter the marks you achieved on exams, you would fail the course.  
 

Or imagine you started working for a mid-size advertising firm and your employer told you that 
no matter how many new accounts you brought in, no matter how many hours you worked, no 
matter the dedication you showed, you would lose your position in three months. 
 

In both situations, you would feel you were being treated unjustly. You certainly would have no 
incentive to be devoted to your studies or to your job.  
 

Why study, if a failing grade was inevitable? Why work, if unemployment was your promised 
payoff? What you knew was coming would influence how you acted in the present. 
 

That is true for all of us. How we see the future, affects how we live today. That is especially 
true when it comes to the future that awaits us all – namely, death. 
 

Persons who see death as an utter annihilation, or at best as an endless sleep from which no 
one ever awakens, live in a certain way.  
 

Their view of the future, or better yet, of the “no-future,” influences their choices and behavior 
in the present. In their understanding, whether one is good or bad, generous or selfish, 
forgiving or vengeful, respectful or abusive makes no difference. Death comes. Life ends. They 
cease to exist, and with time any memory of their having walked this earth fades into 
nothingness.  
 

But people of faith see things differently and live differently. For them, death is not a dead end, 
but a door that leads to another dimension of life. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (John 11:1-45), Jesus powerfully proclaims by word and deed that 
understanding of death.  
 

There we see Jesus come to the home of his friends, Mary and Martha, who have suffered the 
loss of their brother Lazarus. 
 

When Martha speaks of her hope that her dead brother “will rise, in the resurrection on the last 
day.”  Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  
 

Jesus then demonstrates his power over death by bringing forth Lazarus from the tomb. The 
“stench” of the tomb is blown away by a gust of life as Jesus cries out, “Lazarus, come out!”  
 



 

 
 

In the raising of Lazarus, and even more dramatically by his own Resurrection, Jesus shows us 
that death is not the final curtain. As that curtain comes down, another one goes up. For as 
Jesus says, “whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” 
 

A belief in eternal life not only changes our view of death, it also influences the choices and 
decisions we make today. How we see the future affects how we live in the present.  
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