
 

 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

A REASON FOR FORGIVENESS 
 

No one likes being disrespected. 
 

No patient appreciates arriving on time for a doctor’s appointment, then waiting almost two 
hours before being called into the examination room, and then waiting another 30 minutes 
before the doctor appears.   
 

No grandparent enjoys sending birthday presents to grandchildren, then never receiving a word 
of thanks or acknowledgement for the gifts lovingly selected and beautifully wrapped. 
 

No homeowner relishes dealing with a contractor who guarantees a renovation project will be 
completed in 40 days, and then, despite payments being made, does not start the work for 
months. 
 

No one likes feeling they have been disrespected, demeaned, or belittled.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 15:1-3, 11-32), we hear of a father who is disrespected by people 
who hold a special place in his heart—his two sons. 
 

The younger son comes to his father and demands that he be given the share of the estate that 
would be his when his father dies. That son says he has no time to wait until death claims his 
father. 
 

Amazingly, despite the callous request and the public humiliation of being so disrespected by 
his son, the father agrees. The son, his pockets overflowing with money, goes off and soon 
squanders “his inheritance on a life of dissipation.” 
 

When that son returns, driven more by hunger than by genuine sorrow, the father does not 
punish or disown him as he deserves. The father takes him back. In a sense, the father humbles 
himself to show forgiveness. 
 

The older son, who remained home and continued to work the estate, also disrespects his 
father. When the father asks that son to come in and join the welcome home celebration for his 
younger brother, he refuses. He does not obey his father.  
 

In fact, he publicly talks back to his father and complains about the way he feels he has been 
treated. “Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you 
never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who 
swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.” 
 

There must have been a reason the father acted as he did and tolerated the disrespect shown 
him by both his sons. Perhaps it was because the father’s self-respect, self-image, and self-



 

 
 

understanding were not based on how he was treated by others but rather on how he saw 
himself. No one could damage his understanding of himself. His sons might treat him badly, but 
that was their problem. They could not lessen their father’s self-worth.  
 

That parable of the father and his two sons is generally seen as showing us the loving, forgiving 
nature of God. It is sometimes entitled “The Parable of the Forgiving Father.” 
 

But that parable also shows us why God can be forgiving, why God can forgive sinners who 
disrespect him by ignoring his will and disobeying his commandments. God is not damaged or 
hurt by human sin.  
 

Sin does not lessen God’s divine majesty or negatively affect God or ruin his day. Rather sin 
damages us.  
 

None of us willingly tolerates being disrespected. Thankfully, like the father in Sunday’s parable, 
God overlooks the disrespect we show him by our sins. If God did not, none of would escape 
God’s righteous anger. 
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