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The Fourth Sunday of Lent  
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than eleven years. 

 

NOW WE CAN SEE! 
 

According to WebMD, “Babies are born with a full visual capacity to see objects and colors. 
However, newborns cannot see very far. Just after birth, a baby sees only in black and white, 
with shades of gray. As the months go by, he/she will slowly start to develop their color vision.” 
 

However, that was not the case with the man we meet in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 9:1-41). 
We are told the man was “blind from birth.” In his entire life, that man had never seen the face 
of his father or mother or even his own two hands. He had never watched little children playing 
with one another or a flock of sheep grazing in a meadow. He had never witnessed a morning 
sunrise or stars shining in the night sky. He had never seen the wonder of God’s creation, a 
creation which God found to be “very good.” 
 

That man’s blindness came to an end when Jesus smeared clay on his eyes and told him, “Go 
wash in the Pool of Siloam” … He went and washed, and came back able to see.”  
 

Can you imagine what that man experienced when the faces, the colors, the sights, the 
wonders he had never seen suddenly burst into view. 
 

While thankfully, most people are not born physically blind, we are all born spiritually blind. No 
one is born being able to see the presence of Jesus in their lives. We only come to see Jesus 
when he removes our spiritual blindness. 
 

That was true for the blind man, and it is true for us. In the Gospel reading, he is given physical 
sight and then he is given the vision to see and know the one who had touched his eyes.  
 

First, he says he was cured by “the man called Jesus.” Then he tells the Pharisees that Jesus is 
more than a mere man, “He is a prophet.” When the Pharisees question him again, he says the 
one who opened his eyes is from God, for “if this man were not from God, he would not be able 
to do anything.” 
 

Later Jesus comes to the man and reveals who he truly is. Jesus tells him that he is the “Son of 
Man.” The man’s eyes are now truly opened in every sense and he says, “I do believe, Lord, and 
he worshipped him.” 
 

That same process of gradually coming to see and know Jesus happens in our lives.  Our 
spiritual vision began when we were baptized. There we were “enlightened by Christ” so that 
we might “walk always as a child of the light.” 
 

As we grew, we came to a deeper understanding of Jesus. We heard his words as the scriptures 
were proclaimed. We came to see him in the bread and wine of the Eucharist and in the 



celebration of the liturgies of the Church. Our spiritual vision increased as the Lord touched us 
during times of personal prayer and reflection and in unexpected moments of grace.  
 

And unlike physical eyesight that can dim over time, our spiritual vision continually improves 
the more we spend time with Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

The fact we are not spiritually blind is positive proof that the Lord who gave sight to the blind 
man, has touched our eyes as well. Like him, we can say, “One thing I do know is that I was 
blind and now I see.” We can see the Jesus! We can see him as our Lord and God, our Savior, 
Brother and Friend.  
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