
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

BELIEVING GOD 
 

Do you believe in God?  
 

That is an easy question to answer. “Yes,” we obviously believe in God. If we did not believe in 
the existence of God, we would not be Christians, we would not be members of the Catholic 
Church, we would not be involved with our parishes, and we would not be reading Looking to 
Sunday. 
 

But suppose we were asked, Do you believe God? 
 

We might immediately answer “Yes” to that question as well. We most certainly believe God. 
After all, God does not lie. God is the source of all truth.  
 

But that answer might not be “Yes” in every case. We might not believe everything God has 
said.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 13:1-9), Jesus is asked “about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.” In his response, Jesus also refers to the 
“eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them.” He then goes on to 
say, “But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” 
 

Further in the same Gospel, Jesus says that the time for repentance, the time for turning from 
sin is limited. Jesus does so by speaking of a barren fig tree that is given one final year to bear 
fruit, otherwise, it would be cut down. 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, the Lord tells us that those who do not turn from sin and produce a harvest 
of righteousness in the time allotted them will be destroyed. We heard an echo of that message 
at the start of Lent. As we were marked with ashes, we were warned, “Repent, and believe in 
the Gospel.” 
 

But do we believe what God has told us about repentance and the consequences of failing to 
repent? Or do we say we believe, while our actions say something else? 
 

We can place so much emphasis on the mercy of God and his love for the sinner that we close 
our ears to God’s words that warn of future punishment for those who persist in sin.  
 

Do we believe that God expects us to respond to his call to repentance today and not 
tomorrow? Or do we think that if we do not make an effort this Lent, we can always do so next 
Lent.  
 

God gives us so many chances to repent and to grow in our relationship with him that we can 
easily forget that those opportunities come to an end, just as they did for the fig tree. 
 



We believe in God, “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” We believe in the 
God who appeared to Moses in the burning bush, the God who took on flesh in Jesus Christ and 
walked among his people. 
 

But we may not fully believe God. We may not believe all that God has told us especially when 
it comes to sin and its consequences. 
 

This Lent we are challenged to ask ourselves, do I believe God? Do I take to heart what God has 
told me? “I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” 
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