
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, March 13, 2022 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

LEVELS OF KNOWING 
 

Many people know us, but those people do not know us to the same extent. 
 

Some people are only aware of our names, where we live, and perhaps what we do for a living. 
 

Others might know where we grew up, the schools we attended, and some of our past 
accomplishments. 
 

Still others have met our families and know some of our friends and acquaintances.  
 

And then there are those people with whom we have shared our political and religious beliefs, 
our likes and dislikes, what lifts our spirits, and what makes us angry or depressed. 
 

But only a select number of people know our hopes and dreams, our regrets and 
disappointments, our fears and phobias, our understanding of ourselves, and the level of our 
relationship with God. They truly know us on the inside. They are aware of what we rarely 
disclose.  
 

The people who know us on such an intimate level are those individuals to whom we have 
chosen to reveal ourselves. We have let them see inside of us.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 9:28b-36), Jesus goes up a mountain to spend time in prayer. As 
he goes, he selects Peter, James, and John to accompany him.  
 

On that mountain, Jesus reveals his divine splendor and speaks with Moses and Elijah. We are 
told that Peter, James, and John “saw his glory and the two men standing with him.” Moreover, 
they heard the voice of God telling them, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.” 
 

In that experience, Peter, James, and John came to know Jesus on a deep, intimate level. He 
was far more than just their teacher and rabbi. He was the fulfillment of the law and prophets 
represented by Moses and Elijah. He was the Messiah who would suffer in Jerusalem. He was 
the Son of the Father to whom they were to listen. 
 

Many people knew something about Jesus, but only Peter, James, and John came to know what 
the others had not yet fully realized about him. Those three disciples came to truly know Jesus 
because Jesus chose to bring them up the mountain and to reveal himself to them. Jesus did 
not bring his entire group of disciples. 
 

Today, many people have a certain knowledge of Jesus. To some he is just an historical figure. 
To many he is a religious leader from the past. To others he is a good man who tried to better 
the world. And to still others he is a prophet who spoke up for the poor and the oppressed. 
 



But as Catholics, we know Jesus on a deeper level. We know him as Peter, James, and John 
came to understand him. He is the Son of God. He is the Messiah. He is our Savior and Lord. We 
know Jesus in that way because Jesus has chosen to reveal himself to us; he has blessed us with 
the gift of faith. 
 

Throughout our lives, Jesus will continue to reveal more about himself if we spend time with 
him in prayer, in reading the scripture, in attending Mass, and in striving to live the Gospel. 
 

Many people today know something about Jesus. But those who truly know him are the ones to 
whom Jesus has chosen to reveal himself.  
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