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LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

LEPROSY, VIRUS, AND SIN 
 

Stories touch us more deeply when they relate to something in our own lives. For example, a 
story about a child with autism will be heard one way by parents with a son or daughter 
recently diagnosed with that developmental disorder, and in another way by a couple without 
children.  
 

That is also true with the stories we find in the Gospels. This Sunday’s Gospel passage (Mark 
1:40-45) about the cure of a leper may strike us differently than it has in the past. 
 

At the time of Jesus, those with leprosy were in a terrible situation. They were believed to be 
contagious and expelled from the community. They had to live apart from family and friends. 
They had to remain at a distance and to warn people of their approach by shouting “unclean.” 
They were dependent on the charity of others. They were condemned to a life of sickness, 
loneliness, and despair. 
 

In the past, we may have had a theoretical understanding of the situation of those with leprosy 
at the time of Jesus. But this year, we may relate to that Gospel story in a different way because 
of the current pandemic. 
 

At this time, we are instructed to remain socially distant from others. We are told to wear a 
mask to protect ourselves and others from possible infection. We are advised to avoid crowded 
situations and to limit social interaction. We are reminded to keep washing our hands and to 
sanitize any surfaces that may have been touched by others. We are to do our best to avoid any 
interaction with those with COVID-19. And if we think we may have been with an infected 
person, we are to quarantine ourselves for 14 days.  
 

Our present circumstances give us some understanding of the situation of the leper and also of 
the surprising action of Jesus in Sunday’s Gospel. 
 

Rather than telling the leper to stay away, Jesus allows the leper to approach him. He does not 
demand that the leper remain socially distant and speak to him from afar. Kneeling before 
Jesus, the man begs for a cure. 
 

Rather than responding only with words, Jesus touches the leper. As we are told, “moved with 
pity, he stretched out his hand (and) touched him.” Jesus breaks the taboo that forbade contact 
with anyone who was unclean. By his action, Jesus restored the man’s health and in doing so 
allowed him to resume contact with the community.  
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The man was so overjoyed that he could not keep quiet. “The man went off and began to 
publicize the whole matter.” There was as much chance of him keeping quiet, as of today’s 
media keeping quiet about the discovery of the coronavirus vaccine. 
 

We can relate to the story of the leper not just because of the impact of COVID-19, that story 
also tells us about the effects of sin.  
 

Sin is a “virus” that distorts our dignity as children of God. It harms our relationship with others. 
It hinders the coming of God’s kingdom. It makes us imperfect witnesses to the truth of the 
Gospel. It darkens our lives and adds to the darkness in our society. In a word, sin makes us 
unclean. It makes us spiritual lepers. 
 

But rather than avoiding us “lepers” and remaining distant, God reaches out to us in Jesus. He 
touches us with his healing and forgiveness and brings us back into a relationship with him and 
with his Church. 
 

If we were only as conscious of the harmful effects of sin as we are of the harm caused by the 
coronavirus, we would readily seek out the “vaccine” that Jesus offers us in his Sacraments and 
through his Church. 
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