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The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

HARDLY FAIR 
 

Life is not fair. 
 

If you have any doubt, just consider the hundreds of millions of people in our world who live in 
poverty. They cannot provide for themselves and their families. They cannot afford health care. 
They live in substandard housing. Their life expectancy is cut short. 
 

Life is not fair. 
 

If you have any doubt, simply think of the millions of people, young and old, who do not have 
enough to eat or who lack safe drinking water. Consider the millions of children whose 
development is stunted because of a lack of nourishment. Consider the elderly, the disabled, 
and the unborn whose lives are disvalued by society. 
Life is not fair. 
 

If you have any doubt, only recall the millions of individuals whose lives are filled with pain and 
sorrow. Some are dealing with physical or mental illnesses that impact their everyday activities 
and lessen their enjoyment of life. Others are in sorrow as they watch loved ones wasting away 
due to cancer or some other disease. Still others are filled with sadness as they deal with the 
deaths of loved ones. Others are in pain since they feel alone and abandoned and find no 
meaning in life. 
 

Life is not fair. 
 

If you have any doubt, merely envision all the people who play by the rules and then watch as 
those who cheat, steal, and cut corners get ahead. Consider the Christians who strive to love 
God and their neighbor and to follow the example of Christ and end up being persecuted and 
even put to death. Think of all those persons whose reputations are ruined by gossip, false 
accusations, or by postings on social media. 
 

Life is not fair. The older we get, the more we realize the unfairness of life.  
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 6:17, 20-26), Jesus addresses the unfairness that we see in this 
world. He speaks of the suffering, the sorrow, and the pain that so many people deal with each 
day. He says the unfairness in this world will be set right in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

In that kingdom, the poor will be given a place of honor. The hungry will be satisfied. Those in 
sorrow will laugh with joy. And those who were persecuted for his sake and for living according 
to the Gospel will rejoice. 
 

At the same time, Jesus warns those who are winners in the estimation of this world—those 
who are rich, those whose every whim is satisfied, those who are flush with success, and those 



who are celebrated and idolized by society—to beware. They will be in for a rude awakening. 
Things will be reversed in the kingdom.  
 

As Jesus tells us, “For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be 
last.” (Luke 13:30)  
 

We see that powerfully illustrated in the story told by Jesus about Lazarus, the poor beggar, and 
the rich man who ignored his plight. As Abraham told the rich man, “My child, remember that 
you received what was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; 
but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.” (Luke 16:25) 
 

Yes, life here can be unfair. But as Jesus tells us, all is made right in the kingdom of heaven. 
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