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LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, February 7, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

REVEALING FIRST CONCERNS 
 

If you want to know the priorities of a newly inaugurated president, governor, mayor, or any 
public official, or the main concerns of anyone in a position of authority, just consider what 
they first do when they come into power. 
 

For example, President Biden’s first actions indicated his priorities. They included speeding up 
the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine; providing additional financial assistance to struggling 
individuals and businesses; opening schools; and seeking to heal the divisions in our nation. 
 

Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 1:29-39) and those of the past two Sundays are all taken from the first 
chapter of Mark’s Gospel. Those readings tell us what Jesus does when he begins his ministry. 
 

Jesus begins by proclaiming, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent and believe in the Gospel.” 
 

He then calls Simon (Peter), Andrew, James, and John to leave their boats and become “fishers 
of men.” 
 

Afterward, Jesus enters the synagogue where he frees a man possessed by an unclean spirit. 
 

He then goes to the home of Simon and Andrew where he cures Simon’s ailing mother-in-law. 
 

Those actions indicate the priorities of Jesus; they reveal what he saw as his mission. 
 

His mission was to proclaim that God was breaking into this world in a dramatic way. Through 
him, God was inviting people to turn from sin, to follow God’s will, and to live in peace with one 
another and all creation.  
 

His mission was to create a community of disciples who would join him in announcing that the 
kingdom was at hand. 
 

His mission was to confront evil and sin and to demonstrate the power of God over all the 
forces of darkness that diminish the human spirit. 
 

His mission was to bring healing to the sick and the suffering, to lift them up. 
 

The priorities of Jesus involved bringing about a new relationship, a new covenant of love, 
between God and his people.  
 

The priorities of Jesus should be our priorities as well.  
 

As followers of Jesus, we are to share the Good News of the Gospel and to help people 
recognize the saving action of God in their personal lives and in our world.  
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As followers of Jesus, we are to invite others to be part of the Church, part of the Christian 
community that makes Jesus present in our world through word and sacrament and in acts of 
love and service. 
 

As followers of Jesus, we are to confront the evil, the darkness, the deceit, the lust, the 
materialism, the greed, and the selfishness that debase human life. 
 

As followers of Jesus, we are to do what we can to ease the suffering of the sick and the hurting 
and to bring healing to those in physical, mental, and spiritual pain. 
 

Sunday’s Gospel challenges us as individual Christians and as a Church to discern if our priorities 
are in line with the priorities of Jesus.  
 

No matter our position in life, whatever we decide to do first reveals what we consider most 
important!  
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