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The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

QUALIFIED? 
 

If you were looking for a job, you would only apply for those positions for which you felt you 
had the necessary talents and qualifications.  
 

Even if your friends were urging you to apply for a particular job, you would most likely decline 
their advice if you felt you could not make it pass the initial interview. And if by some stroke of 
luck, you were hired, you would probably turn down the job offer because you would be afraid 
that you would fail without the necessary skills. 
 

In this Sunday’s scripture readings, we hear of people who were being recruited for positions 
for which they felt they did not have the necessary qualifications. 
 

In our First Reading (Isaiah 6:1-2a, 6-8), after having a vision of God’s divine majesty, Isaiah 
declared, “I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips.” Isaiah knew he 
was a sinner, he knew he was unworthy, but God recruited him to deliver his message to the 
people of Israel.   
 

In our Second Reading (1 Corinthians 15:1-11), Paul recognized that he was unworthy of the 
mission of being an apostle. As he said, “For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” And yet, a persecutor was indeed recruited 
to preach the Gospel that he had been trying to silence. 
 

Then in our Gospel (Luke 5:1-11), after Simon Peter experienced an astonishing catch of fish 
after doing what Jesus directed, he declared, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 
Nevertheless, Jesus told Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” An 
admitted sinner was recruited to bring people to the Lord. 
 

In each case, people who admitted they were unqualified, who seemingly did not have the 
necessary skills nor the moral standing, were hired by God to do his work. 
 

What made them qualified was not their talents or what was on their resume, but rather the 
grace and the action of God. A man with unclean lips, a persecutor bent on stamping out the 
Gospel, and a sinful fisherman were qualified by God for the positions that God gave them. 
 

God continues to do the same thing today. God qualifies people, he qualifies us, for the work he 
has in mind. That first happened at our baptism.  There we were freed from original sin and 
given the promise of eternal life. We were made children of God, brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and dwelling places of the Holy Spirit. We were made Christians and commissioned and 
empowered to continue the work of the Lord. 
 



However, too many Christians think of themselves as unqualified to share in the work of 
spreading the Good News of the Gospel and building up God’s kingdom of mercy and peace in 
our troubled world. 
 

We ourselves may be requested to serve as catechists or liturgical ministers, to volunteer in 
programs that assist the poor and hurting, to work with the youth or elderly, to speak up for 
the unborn, or to serve on parish committees, and yet we worry that we are unqualified. We 
feel that we do not have the time, the talent, or the skills. We forget, as we see in the 
scriptures, that God often chooses those who think they are unqualified in their own estimation 
to do his work.  
 

Those God calls, God qualifies—just ask Isaiah, Paul, or Simon Peter. 
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