
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

EVERY EPISODE 
 

Most of us have had the experience of watching a riveting drama on television. A story that 
makes us wonder how things will be resolved. But before all the pieces can come together, a 
notice appears on the screen, “To Be Continued.” We suddenly realize that the drama is in two 
parts. We need to wait for the second episode to discover how things turn out. 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 4:21-30) might be seen as the second episode in a two-part story.  
 

The first episode was in last Sunday’s Gospel. There we learned that while Jesus was in the 
synagogue in his hometown of Nazareth, he read a passage from the prophet Isaiah that spoke 
about the coming of the anointed one of God. Afterward, Jesus said, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21) 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel begins by repeating those very words. “Today this Scripture passage is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” To fully understand this Sunday’s Gospel, we need to remember how 
Jesus had applied the words of Isaiah to himself. 

 

In quoting Isaiah, Jesus had identified himself as the one anointed by the Spirit “to bring glad 
tidings to the poor… to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Jesus revealed himself as the 
one sent to bring salvation. 

 

Obviously, this shocked his neighbors who asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” How could he 
be the Messiah?  

 

In response, Jesus spoke of prophets not being accepted in their native place. He then pointed 
to the prophets sent beyond the people of Israel to demonstrate the saving power of God to 
Gentiles: Elijah saved the widow of Zarephath and her son from starvation, while Elisha saved 
Naaman the Syrian from the scourge of leprosy. 

 

By identifying himself as the one sent to bring salvation, a salvation which, as Elijah and Elisha 
demonstrated, would go beyond the Chosen People, Jesus incurred the wrath of those who 
heard him. They rose up and drove him out of the town. 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that to fully understand any scripture reading, we need to be 
aware of the preceding chapters and verses. Otherwise, we are like people watching a later 
episode of a drama without knowing what has happened previously.  

 

Sunday’s Gospel also tells us that we can be like the people of Nazareth. We can readily accept 
the teachings of Jesus that affirm and comfort us and we can find reasons to ignore the words 
of Jesus that challenge our thinking and indict our behavior.  

 



To appreciate the message of Jesus, we need to “watch” every episode and we need to listen to 
every word in the Gospels. 
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