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FIRE! 
 

Evacuate the building! There's a fire in the basement! 
 

How we react to that statement depends upon when we hear it. 
 

It we were told that a firefighter had ran into our office complex last week and 
had ordered people to evaluate the building because of a fire, that information 
would not cause us to jump up and run for the exit. We would likely ask for details 
about what had occurred that day, but those words would not affect our present 
behavior. 
 

But if a firefighter suddenly ran down the hall shouting those very same words 
while we were at work, we certainly would move. We would get out of the 
building immediately. 
 

What we hear at the present moment is far more likely to cause us to react than 
what was said in the past. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Mark 1;14-20), we hear Mark’s account of the first words 
preached by Jesus, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
 

We can hear those nineteen words in one of two ways. We can hear them only as 
words said in the past, said some 2,000 years ago, or we can hear them as being 
spoken at this moment. 
 

Heard as words from the past they let us know that Jesus saw the time in which 
he was living as critical. God’s kingdom was breaking into this world. 
 

Those words also reveal that Jesus was continuing the message of John the 
Baptist. John had announced the coming of the kingdom; Jesus proclaimed it was 
now present. He was inviting his hearers to live as part of that kingdom by turning 
away from sin and following the way of the Gospel. 
 



But those words are not just words spoken in the past to the people of that day. 
When the Gospel is proclaimed, Jesus speaks to us now. The Gospel is always 
news – “good news” for those who hear it. It is not just “good history.” 
 

This Sunday, Jesus is telling us that in him, God is working in our world to bring 
about his kingdom. That kingdom is at hand when we repent, when we reorient 
our lives. We do that by turning away from sin and self-centeredness and letting 
the attitudes and priorities of Jesus guide our lives. When we do that, the 
kingdom comes. 
 

As Jesus said, “The coming of the kingdom of God cannot be observed, and no 
one will announce, ‘Look, here it is,’ or, ‘There it is.’ For behold, the kingdom of 
God is among you.” (Luke 17:20-21) The kingdom was present in Jesus and is 
present today in all those who heed his words. 
 

If someone yelled, “Evacuate, the building, there’s a fire in the basement,” we 
would run for the exit. We would realize those words were meant for us right 
now. 
 

The same is true for the words that Jesus speaks in Sunday’s Gospel. They are 
meant for us right now. “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
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