
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, January 9, 2022 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

ALWAYS OPEN 
 

When something opens, we logically assume that at some later time it closes. 
 

For example, stores generally open for business in the morning hours and then close in the 
evening at the end of the day. 
 

Schools open their doors to students in early September and then close them in June when it is 
time for summer recess. 
 

The National Football League opens its season in the fall and then brings it to a close with the 
Super Bowl in February. 
 

Things open and then they close. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22) for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we hear 
of something being opened.  
 

We are told that after Jesus was baptized and was at prayer, “heaven was opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.” 
 

It would be reasonable to assume that after the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, heaven then 
closed.  
 

However, we are not told of heaven closing after Jesus experienced the coming of the Spirit and 
heard a voice from on high declare, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

We can conclude that heaven remained open. The grace and power of the Holy Spirit that came 
down upon Jesus at the time of his baptism continued to come down upon him throughout his 
ministry. Jesus lived under an open heaven, and he shared the blessings that poured down 
upon him from heaven with all those he encountered in his ministry.  
 

He offered forgiveness to the sinner, sight to the blind, wholeness to the crippled, healing to 
the sick, hope to the despairing, acceptance to the rejected, and the promise of eternal life to 
all who believed in him. Jesus made the kingdom of heaven present in his ministry.  
 

At the baptism of Jesus, heaven opened, the Spirit came down upon Jesus, and God the Father 
acknowledged him to be his beloved Son with whom he was well pleased.  
 

The same thing happened at our own baptisms. Heaven opened, the Spirit of God came down 
upon us, God claimed us as his beloved children, and God was pleased to bless us with his grace 
and love.  
 

What happened then continues to happen throughout our lives. God does not close the door of 
heaven. He continues to send us his grace and blessings. What we do with those gifts depends 



 
 

upon us. We can use them to grow in holiness and to build up God’s kingdom of love, justice, 
and peace in our world, or we can ignore the grace that God gives us and fail to use it. We can 
shut the door of heaven. 
 

Jesus lived under a heaven that was always open. As his followers, we are called to do the 
same. 
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