
 
 

LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than twelve years. 

 

THE PRESENT OF PRESENCE 
 

The Christmas Season is a time for presents, a time for giving gifts. 
 

We give Christmas presents to express our love for family members and friends and to thank 
people for what they have done for us. We give presents to bring joy and happiness to others 
and to see their looks of surprise and gratitude. We give presents to those we hope to grow 
closer to in the future. 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 12:1-12) is about presents, what we might call the first 
Christmas presents.  
 

Led by a shining star, magi from the east come to Jerusalem seeking the newborn king of the 
Jews. When they find him in Bethlehem, they offer him gifts that reveal something about this 
child. The gift of gold hints at his royalty, frankincense at his divinity, and myrrh at his future 
suffering and death. 
 

But besides those three gifts, the magi give another gift. They give the new-born king the gift of 
their presence. Their coming to be with Jesus, Mary and Joseph is an even more wonderful gift 
than the material ones they bring. 
 

That is still true today. Visiting someone, being with another person, is a wonderful and 
appreciated gift, perhaps more than ever during this pandemic. 
 

Being with people we love through Zoom, FaceTime, Skype, or other such services cannot 
match being physically present. Hugs and kisses, companionship and kindness, sharing a meal, 
or just sitting quietly with a loved one, far outweigh any virtual encounter. Just ask 
grandparents if a digital session substitutes for their grandchildren jumping into their arms 
when they arrive for a visit. 
 

The Christmas present we most like to receive from people who are dear to us is to have them 
with us. Their presence is the most precious gift. That was the best gift given by the magi, and it 
is also the gift that God gave humanity that first Christmas. 
 

The God who had revealed himself in the majesty of creation, in the words of scripture and the 
preaching of the prophets, and in his care for his people, judged those “virtual” gifts were not 
enough. 
 

God decided the best gift that he could give was the gift of his physical presence. In the 
incarnation, God took on flesh and came to be with his people in the Child of Bethlehem. 
 

That presence of God continues to this day. The Lord remains with us in the bread and wine of 
the Eucharist, in the gathering of his Church, in the celebration of the sacraments, in the 



 
 

proclamation of his word, and in unexpected moments of grace and mercy. Our Catholic faith 
proclaims that God is with us. God truly is Emmanuel. 
 

In this season of giving, on this day when we recall the gifts of the magi, we remember that the 
best gift we can give others is to be with them, to be in their company. 
 

That amazingly is the gift that Almighty God gave and continues to give to us. As the Lord told 
us, “I am with you always, until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) God’s present is his 
presence with us!  
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Best Wishes for a New Year Filled with God’s Presence and Peace! 


