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The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on one or more of the scripture readings for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
Looking to Sunday has been published for more than thirteen years. 

 

HOLY DISOBEDIENCE 
 

When we think of the Epiphany of the Lord, we think of a shining star in the sky, magi from the 
east arriving in Jerusalem searching for a newborn king, Herod inquiring of the chief priests 
“where the Christ was to be born,” and then sending those magi on their way to Bethlehem. 
 

And of course, we think of a scene depicted on countless Christmas cards of Mary and Joseph 
watching in amazement as the magi kneel before the infant Jesus and offer him their gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 

However, the Epiphany may also bring to mind something else, namely, disobedience.  
 

In Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 2:1-12), after King Herod tells the magi that the one they are 
looking for would be found in Bethlehem, he instructs them to “go and search diligently for the 
child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” 
 

As we know, the magi did not do as they were instructed by King Herod. They did not return to 
the king’s palace in Jerusalem, but rather “they departed for their country by another way.” 
Instead of obeying the king, they followed the instructions given to them in a dream sent from 
above. 
 

By disobeying the orders of Herod, the magi allowed Joseph and Mary to escape with the infant 
Jesus to safety in Egypt. If the magi had done what they had been instructed to do by Herod, 
the story of Jesus would not have turned out as it did. 
 

We might say the wondrous story of the Epiphany is also a story of “holy disobedience.” The 
magi disobeyed King Herod, the lawful authority of the day, and instead obeyed the 
instructions given them from the Lord. 
 

Their example of “holy disobedience” reminds us that as believers our first responsibility is to 
do what God asks of us. Obedience to God comes before any obedience we owe to any human 
authority. 
 

That is important for us to remember in our day when some leaders in positions of power 
advocate and champion laws that contradict the laws of God and the values of the Gospel. 
 

We need to remember that the greatest gift we can give God is to walk according to his ways 
and obey his commandments. As Jesus tells us, “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” (John 14:15) 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord reminds us of the gold, frankincense, and myrrh that the magi 
presented to the newborn king of the Jews. But perhaps their most important gift was their 



disobeying the command of Herod. By their “holy disobedience” they allowed Jesus to escape 
the evil plotted by King Herod.  
 

There may be occasions in our lives when our “holy disobedience” to those in authority may be 
the best gift we can offer to the Lord. 
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During this New Year of 2022 
may we all grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, 

the source of true peace and joy. 
 


