
    Birthdays

The Encourager 
October 2020 - November 2020 Bethany Baptist Church

 I know many people love the fall 
season.  For me, there is something I 
enjoy about every season.  This is usually 
a fun time of year when we look forward 
to some of the major holidays.  For us at 
Bethany Baptist Church, Fall Festival is 
one of our best community outreach 
events of the year.  To no one’s surprise, 
the CDC’s recommendations are going to 
make pulling off an outreach event more 
challenging.  At the time of this writing, 
plans are still up in the air.
 As you know, this is an election 
year.  While we are all weary of politics, 
we must pay attention to recent trends.  
As Christians, we are unapologetically 
pro-life.  Some mockingly call us single-
issue voters, but without the right to life, 
what other rights would we have?  Think 
about religious liberty.  Please do not 
vote for the people who are shutting 
down churches.
 To be fair, we were all frightened by 
the predictions of millions of Americans 
dying, so we were willing to “flatten the 
curve.”  Since that time, we see liquor 
stores and abortion clinics open while 
churches are not allowed to meet in 
some states.  I have my suspicions that 
because the evangelical voter turnout 

was strong in 2016, there are people who 
intentionally want to weaken our influence 
in 2020.  One way to accomplish this is to 
prevent us from meeting.
 I know that no matter who wins the 
election, God is in control.  Much good 
has come out of recent events.  Because of 
having to close our building for a time, we 
were able to implement online giving and 
start livestreaming our worship services.  
We are thankful that shut-ins and people 
who are concerned about health risks can 
still maintain a connection to their local 
church.  We are stronger together.

I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 

1712 Randol Ave. 
Cape Girardeau, MO  63701

Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:

               Sunday                               Wednesday
        Sunday School 9:00am                   AWANA 6:00pm 
 Worship 10:30am      Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
             FBI 3:00pm                                  Youth 6:00pm
 Worship 6:00pm                               

                              Tuesday or Thursday 
                                 College Bible Study 7:00pm
            (Contact pastorryan@bethanybc.net for day & time)
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F.I.S.H.
October November

        canned meat     canned peas
        instant potatoes macaroni & cheese
        bars of soap  bars of soap
   

October
Jaden Jackson  2
Megan Miller  3
Mary Hitt   6
Jacob Holter  7
Barbara Blair  10 
Kay Kenner  10
Aleshia Pardue  10
Jenna Huskey  11
Megan Gilliland  11
Shawn Wasson  13
Mary Huskey  15
Rick Reed   21
Eloise Terry  23
Laura Thomas  30

November
Lester Mayfield   2
Tracey Fish   3
Jerry Huskey   4
Louise Jausel   14
Gidget Jones   20
JJ Lee    20
Eric Claunch   22
Mary Rollins   23
Charles Langston  25
Resa Ervin    28
Melissa Stepp   29
David Jones Jr   30
   

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like historical 
fiction and romance, “The 
Memory House” by Rachel
Hauck is a must read!  
 When Beck Holiday 
lost her father in the North 
Tower on September 11, 
2001, she also lost her 
memories of him.  Eighteen years later, she’s a 
tough New York City cop burdened with a damag-
ing secret, suspended for misconduct, and strug-
gling to get her life in order.  Meanwhile a mysteri-
ous letter arrives informing her she’s inherited a 
house along Florida’s northern coast, and what she 
discovers there will change her life forever.  Mat-
ters of the heart only become more complicated 
when she reconnects with handsome Bruno Endi-
cott, a driven sports agent who fondly recalls the 
connection they shared  as teenagers.  But Beck 
doesn’t remember that either.  
 Decades earlier, widow Everleigh Applegate 
lives a steady, uneventful life with her widowed 
mother after a tornado ripped through Waco, Texas, 
and destroyed her dreams for the future.  When she 
runs into old high school friend Don Callahan, she 
begins to yearn for change.  Yet no matter how 
much she longs to love again, she is hindered by a 
secret she can never share.
 Fifty years separate the women, but through 
the power of love and the miracle of faith, they 
each find healing in a beautiful Victorian known 
affectionately as The Memory House.  
 This book can be found in the Romance 
section of the Library.  See you in the Library! 
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 As you know, JOY Lunch has been 
cancelled until further notice.  I know we 
terribly miss our monthly meetings of food and 
fellowship, so let’s talk about food, a recipe trick and 
a favorite recipe for all ages that we can use for 
Thanksgiving.
 Nathan loves my green bean casserole.  I use 
the recipe on the back label of the French’s Original 
Crispy Fried Onions, except I use extra fried onions 
(three instead of two 6 oz. containers) and sometimes 
I substitute the original with white cheddar fried 
onions because after all, who doesn’t love cheese.  
  You know there will be some picky eaters 
among the big and little kids.  Macaroni and cheese 
has always been a favorite at our house.  Fran Austin 
gave me the following recipe for Crock Pot Mac and 
Cheese to use at one of our youth fundraising 
lunches, and the kids loved it:
Ingredients
16 oz elbow macaroni
4 T salted butter, cubed
1 1/2 c half & half 
12 oz can of evaporated milk
3 c shredded cheddar, divided use
3/4 lb block white American cheese, cubed
1/2 t salt
1/4 t pepper
 Cool pasta to “al dente”.  Spray 4 qt. crockpot 
with cooking spray.  Place macaroni into slow 
cooker.  Add butter, stir until coated.  Pour in evapo-
rated milk and half & half.  Add 2 c shredded ched-
dar, American cheese, salt and pepper.  Stir to blend. 
 Cover, cook on low 1 1/2 to 2 hours.  Stir 
occasionally as it cooks.  During the last 15 minutes, 
top with remaining cheddar.  Cover and allow to 
melt.
God Bless!              ~Tracey Fish

 This has been a challenging year.  These six 
words are all I have to say for everyone reading 
this to picture the same word in their heads:  
coronavirus.  I never thought I would see the day 
when Americans would have to live such 
restricted lives.  My entire life, I have loved sing-
ing, “And I’m proud to be an American, where at 
least I know I’m free.”  Understandably, I have not 
been able to sing that lyric or song once this year. 
 Many people, myself included, are feeling 
bogged down by the weight of the coronavirus 
and all of the restrictions and regulations that 
come with it.  Everyday life in America looks 
much different now than it did at this time last 
year.  For Christians, this year has been especially 
trying. 
 In 2020, we’ve seen a nationwide shutdown 
of churches.  Perhaps we learned just how little 
freedom we actually have.  When churches finally 
reopened, they did so under the condition that 
they follow a lengthy list of regulations.  I have 
not shaken a hand or hugged a neck in church 
since March 14, over six months ago.  It seems so 
unnatural.  Where is the fellowship?  Where is the 
camaraderie?  Where is the love we are all so used 
to feeling in church on Sunday morning?
 The answer lies in our response to the trial 
before us.  So many of us are tired of the restric-
tions and regulations.  So many of us want to go 
back to living what we deem to be normal lives.  
So many of us are angry and frustrated with our 
leaders and politicians.  For those to whom this 
applies, we have to make sure we are continuing 
to love people, even when we are angry. 

 In 1 Corinthians 13:4, we see one of the 
most recited lines from Scripture:  “Love is 
patient.”  So simple, yet so profound.  So impossi-
bly difficult to apply.  How do those of us who are 
living frustrated and angry continue to love 
people?  Through patience.  We have to have 
patience with people.  We have to have patience 
with policies.  We have to have patience with 
regulations and restrictions, even if we disagree 
with them. 
 I will be honest.  I do not like wearing a 
mask anywhere.  I do not like not being able to 
shake your hand or hug your neck in church.  I do 
not like not having potlucks.  However, I wear a 
mask in public places, including church.  I refrain 
from shaking hands and giving hugs in church.  I 
have not hosted or attended a potluck.  It is not 
easy.  It gets harder every day.  We all know this.  
We are all experiencing this same thing every day. 
 Our county just voted to extend our mask 
mandate for another month.  We still are not close 
to being out of the woods.  On the contrary, we 
seem to be going deeper and deeper into the 
woods with each passing day.  I urge you, if you 
are like me and are fed up, frustrated, and angry 
at the situation, remember, there is love in 
patience and there is patience in love. 
 Many people will remember 2020 as the 
year of the virus.  For all we know, maybe 2021 
will also be the year of the virus.  One thing is 
certain, as Christians, it is essential for us to oper-
ate with patience for our leaders, community, and  
country.  The world is watching us.  Let’s show 
them what it looks like to love differently. 
 ~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 Loving Differently 



 On September 24th, it was my pleasure to 
deliver a check for $800 to Alma Schrader.  Thank 
you for your generous donations to the school 
supplies fund!  This worked so well that I would like 
to see it become an annual event.  Principal 
Unnerstall said this money would be used to pur-
chase several needed items that were not budgeted 
because many teachers are now working remotely.  
Special thanks to Bill and Kay Adams, Debbie 
Bowers, Lou Jausel, and Jeana Koch for volunteer-
ing to prepare birthday cards for the staff.  I have 
purchased Christmas cards and will need 3 more 
volunteers to address and sign 10 to 12 cards each.  
If you can help with this endeavor, please let me 
know.  Please continue to pray for the FBI girls and 
their leaders.  The current enrollment for FBI is 13.  
Hopefully, their group will continue to grow.  FBI 
meets on Sunday afternoons from 3:00 pm to 
5:00 pm.  The group is open to all third through 
fifth grade girls regardless of their school affiliation.
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving      ~Fran Austin

                 July             August
    Avg. Enrolled: 95  Avg. Enrolled: 95
    Avg. Present: 49  Avg. Present: 51
    Total Visitors: 5  Total Visitors: 5

The Fall quarter has started.  Hopefully the 
attendance will increase as we get back to a 
normal routine.  We really miss our regulars 
who are unable to get out and join us for Sunday 
School.  We pray we’ll see you soon.      
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com
October - November News

nar·ra·tive
a spoken or written account of connected events

ACCOUNT – DESCRIPTION – HISTORY - CHRONICLE

 A few days ago, I received my copy of the Oklahoma Baptist Messenger and read 
an excellent article entitled “NARRATIVE-DRIVEN GOSPEL”, written by Caleb 
Moore.
 According to Caleb, the narrative-driven news media is a major issue today.  
Instead of simply relaying information, the news media wants to tell a narrative of their 
own.  So, the only information they provide is clearly meant to further their narrative.  
Those “selective narratives” are in competition with each other, dividing and pitting 
people against each other.
 But not all narrative driven information is bad!  In fact, it may be some-
thing some churches today are missing.  Just like we see with popular news, there are 
often selective narratives preached by well-intentioned pastors every Sunday.  The nar-
rative of the Bible is not about our personal success, health, wealth, or finances.  Al-
though these topics appear throughout the Bible, they are not the main message of the 
Word of God.  The full narrative of Scripture is too powerful to be left behind.  It gives 
life to all the smaller stories we read.  It protects us from thinking it is all about us and 
reminds us that it is all about God.
 I thank God we have a pastor that understands the narrative of Scripture is too 
valuable to be abandoned, changed, or altered.  Shawn has a clear calling and under-
standing that expository preaching will force careful “mining” of the message of the 
passage, whatever that may be, rather than just picking and choosing the parts we want 
to address.  In my opinion, expository preaching is the most biblical method of 
delivering a sermon.  It points to the full Gospel, protects us from thinking it is all 
about us, and reminds us that it is all about God.

 It’s WONDERFUL to get back to 
AWANA Club and FBI (Fabulous Bible Inves-
tigators)!  Both were abruptly halted in 
March when the schools were closed.  
 It’s GREAT to see the excitement in the 
eyes of the returning children 
(their smiles are covered with 
masks).
  We are BLESSED!  During this time of 
uncertainty and unrest in today’s world, 
Sunday School, AWANA Club, and FBI have 
opportunities to teach and reinforce biblical 
truths that can help the children handle 
real-life situations.  Besides spiritual growth, 
these children ministries provide a struc-
tured environment with Christian role 
models who show God’s love to the children 
and their families.  
 

PRAY for the physical and spiritual health 
and well-being of the children and their 
families.  
 

PRAY for the children ministry leaders, 
teachers, and volunteers as we seek God’s 
guidance to best meet the needs of these 
children and their families. 
 

PRAY as our church reaches out to our com-
munity with TRUNK OR TREAT on October 
31st.  Sign up to decorate your vehicle.  
Donate money to buy candy.  Encourage 
your family and friends to bring their chil-
dren. 
 

 To God be the glory! 
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director



How to Manage Social Distancing

 Stay rooted in the faith – First of all, a steady diet of prayer, Bible reading, and 
personal worship.  Read through the Psalms or choose a Gospel to read through.  
Commit to adding five minutes to your prayer time each week.  I am reminded of the 
church marquee Terry Rollins posted that read, "Seven days without prayer makes one 
weak."
 Stay connected to your family - The family that prays together stays together.  
This phrase has been around since 1947.  I am convinced one of the ways to stay fresh 
and to manage social distancing fatigue is to spend time engaging with your family. 
 Stay engaged with your fellowship - Take time to pray for fellow believers; 
write encouraging notes, text, or call.  You will be amazed at how staying engaged will 
assist you in this season.
 Do good - Find a way to do something good for someone else during COVID-19.  
People of faith receive blessings by extending our hearts and hands to encourage others.
 Do not give up - Everyone wants to know:  "How long will this season last?"  We 
do not know.  But I can assure you we have the power to last.  When we practice doing 
good, we will receive the energy and the grace to see God's perfect will for our lives 
through this season.  Paul reminds us:  "Being confident of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion.” 

Volunteers

Tellers                 Ushers
October   November
Tommy Chadd  Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch    Joe Koch
Richard Stout   Richard Stout
Eric Claunch   Eric Claunch
Bill Adams   Lloyd Simmons
Mike Bowers   Bill Whitlock 

Van Drivers
October 4 Waunita VanDyke
October 11 Waunita VanDyke
October 18 Eric Claunch
October 25 Eric Claunch
November 1 Waunita VanDyke
November 8 Waunita VanDyke
November 15 Eric Claunch
November 22 Eric Claunch
November 29 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

October 5 Team 4
October 13 Team 1
October 19 Team 2
October 26 Team 3
November 2 Team 4
November 9 Team 1
November 16 Team 2
November 23 Team 3
November 30 Team 4

Tithes and Offering
August: $22,209.15

 September: $17,363.30


