
  It is summer already!  Where did the 
last five years go?  Can you believe that 
Annalise has finished Alma Schrader Elemen-
tary School?  I am so thankful for our partner-
ship with our local public elementary school.  
I remember looking forward to enrolling my 
daughter into kindergarten, and now she has 
completed the fourth grade.
 When I came to Bethany Baptist 
Church, Allie Tillotson was a newborn baby.  
Can you believe that she just graduated from 
Cape Central High School?  There are many 
students who used to go to Bethany who have 
also graduated from high school and college, 
and I am proud of them all.  I am praying for 
our students and for the next chapter in their 
lives.
 Our children and youth ministries are 
excellent, and I am thankful for our godly 
leaders.  If you have volunteered lately, you 
may be aware of measures that we have put in 
place over the past few years to assure the 
safety of our congregation.  We require back-
ground checks, and we have a security team 
that is armed and ready to respond if our 
church is threatened in any way.  I realize that 
some people may not like the idea, but we live 
in a fallen world, and we must be prepared.
 You may have heard about the Guide-
post investigation of the SBC’s handling of 
sexual abuse cases.  What they found was 
troubling.  Instead of dealing with the offend-
ers and turning them in to law enforcement,    

the Executive Committee would refuse to deal 
with it.  This only enabled predators to get away 
with their evil deeds.
 Child molesters are dangerous, and it is 
important to keep sexual predators away from 
our children.  They do not need to be teaching 
Sunday school or grooming our children in the 
public schools.  We must be diligent to prevent 
further abuse.  I have angered people in the past 
who would rather protect predators than vic-
tims.  I do not apologize for taking measures 
that will protect the most vulnerable among us.
 I am heartbroken and disappointed in our 
denomination for not handling many of these 
cases of abuse as they should have.  However, I 
do believe that our denominational structure 
does place most of the responsibility on the 
local church.  God only knows the details of 
what has taken place in our Southern Baptist 
Convention.  It is our responsibility to do 
everything in our power to prevent the wolves 
from attacking our flock.
 Bethany Baptist Church is a congregation 
that believes in sound doctrine.  We must be 
careful to not publicly condemn other churches 
who may not agree with us on every issue—
especially if they claim to be following Jesus.  
One of my mentors advised it is better to talk 
about what you are for instead of what you are 
against.  Lift up Jesus and He will draw people 
to Himself.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 
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  E-mail                                    YouTube Channel
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                           Weekly Schedule:                     
                                                                                              
          Sunday                                    Tuesday
          Sunday School 9:00am        Discipleship Study 9:00am 
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                 WOW Wednesdays 6:00pm (Only in July)
                                Youth 6:00pm                             
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The Encourager 
June 2022 - July 2022 Bethany Baptist Church

Options for Women
                  Food Pantry
 

                          June
                canned chicken
                   applesauce
                  asstd. soups
 

                          July
                        cereal
             asstd. fruits/veggies
                 peanut butter   
 

June
Becky Holter  4
Roberta Wheeler 4
Harold Wollard  6
Tommy Chadd  9
Brett McClard  12
Riley James Woods 14 
Donna Seabaugh  16
Margaret Stout  16
Ivy Gilliland  18
Jeff Goodin  19
Stephanie McCain 21
Valerie Huskey  25
Mike Bowers  25
Sybil Upchurch  28
Eric Johnson  29
Betty Giles   29

July
Karalynn McCain  4
William Lee   5
Nolan Huskey   7
Kimberly Slinkard  11
Claire Gilliland   18
Mary Gunn   19
Kathy Upchurch   19
Ann Stotler   21
Heather Ford   24
Julia Huskey   24
Coty Woods   24
Lindsay Paige Casey  26
Benny Wheeler   28
Kourtney McCain  29
LaShunte´ Johnson  31

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like romance, 
“Once Upon a Caribbean 
Summer” by Lisa T. Bergren 
is a must read!  
 Christina Alvarez 
grew up on stories of her 
Spanish ancestor’s missing 
treasure ship, La Canción.  
Now a nautical archaeologist, she’s determined to 
discover the final resting place of the fabled ship, 
and there’s only one man who can help her.
 Mitch Crawford stumbled across his first find 
as a college student and together with his partner, 
went on to earn worldwide fame as they discovered, 
and salvaged, a dozen more treasure ships.  But 
Mitch crossed the wrong man at the wrong time, 
and now that man is out to bring Treasure Seekers 
to its knees.  He’s managed to steal their last three 
treasure finds right out from under them…and 
brought them to the brink of bankruptcy.
 Christina arrives on Robert’s Foe—a tiny 
Caribbean island and Mitch’s home—ready to 
convince him to help her find La Canción.  But 
Mitch is in crisis and the two get off to a rocky 
start.  In time, they travel from the turquoise seas of 
the Caribbean, to the historical center of Seville, 
Spain, and spend many a romantic eve on Robert’s 
Foe.  But can they find their way to the most 
important treasure of all—their love—in the midst 
of fending off an enemy willing to do anything it 
takes to beat them?  It all happens Once Upon a 
Caribbean Summer…
 This book can be found in the fiction Ro-
mance section of the Library.  Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 Sunday School News         
 
                March 2022       
 
         Avg. Enrolled: 88  
            Avg. Present: 69  
                  Total Visitors: 6  

                          April 2022
  
         Avg. Enrolled: 87
          Avg. Present: 67
          Total Visitors: 5

Summer quarter is here along with warm, 
mostly hot and humid, weather.  Please invite 
family and friends to join us in the air condition-
ing for Sunday school at 9:00 am each and every 
Sunday.  Come learn about God with us!

God bless!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us that for every-
thing there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven.  Books are written in 
chapters.  TV shows are told through epi-
sodes.  Plays are directed through acts and 
scenes.  All of these portray the nature of 
life.  Life contains many seasons.  Each 
season brings its own unique circumstances 
and responses.  The rest of Ecclesiastes 3 
goes into detail about the vast array of sea-
sons and circumstances that life will bring 
to us.
 For us, this is the end of a season.  This 
season has been of paramount importance 
to our lives and to our faith.  This is a chap-
ter of our lives that will never be forgotten.  
You, the members of Bethany Baptist 
Church, have served as the instruments that 
God has used to have a tremendous impact 
on us.  We have laughed together, and cried 
together.  We have eaten together, and then 
eaten together some more.  You have not 
just been spectators of this season of our 
lives.  You have been active participants.
 Over the course of three and a half 
years, you have showered us with love and 
encouragement, supported us in difficult 
circumstances, and celebrated with us in 
our happiest moments.  You have pushed us 
both to grow in our faith and become who       

God has called us to be.
 Though this chapter of our lives is 
coming to a close, please know that you will 
always be loved.  You will always be remem-
bered.  You will always be cherished.  Thank 
you, members of Bethany Baptist Church, 
for all you have contributed to our lives.

With love, 
Ryan and Trista Welch       

 Changing Seasons



 We come to the end of an era of work-
ing with Julia Unnerstall at Alma Schrader.  If 
I remember correctly, we began our ministry 
there in 2010.  Julia was the counselor and 
then became principal.
 I want to thank everyone who volun-
teered in the past for Read to Succeed, 
Knowledge-A-Thon, Back to School Fair, and 
the Good News Club.
 Of course, one of the most effective 
ministries has been the FBI (Fabulous Bible 
Investigators) Club.  I want to thank Debbie, 
Donna, and Emily for their leadership.  The 
prayer partners played a vital role mentoring 
and loving the girls.
 My personal thank you goes to all of 
you who prepared Birthday and Christmas 
cards.
 I’m praying that these ministries will be 
allowed to continue throughout the 2022-23 
school year.  We will be working with Sandra 
Rhinehart beginning July 1st.
 My next article will enlist assistance in 
preparing birthday cards and collecting dona-
tions for school supplies.

Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving
Fran Austin

       

Deacon Bill to Bethany Baptist
billandkayadams@yahoo.com

June - July News

 

Summertime means picnics, ball games, camping, 
swimming, fishing, fireworks, watermelon, and, of 

course, the BEST WEEK of the SUMMER:  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

     
                Our team is making final 

               preparations for 
                     Treasured VBS—June 20-23 

                  from 6:00 pm to 8:15 pm
                for ages 3 years through 

                 completion of 5th grade.  
    Invite children you know to experience the fun                       
    of discovering God’s priceless treasure!  Register              
    online at bethanybc.net or fill out a registration 
    form at the Welcome Center.

    And the fun continues with WOW Wednesdays,  
    that’s Wonders of the World Wednesdays.
    Each Wednesday in July from 6:00 pm 
    to 7:00 pm, children ages 3 through 5th 
    grade will explore a different country 
    with hands-on activities and learn how God is 
    working there.

               And the Peaceful Valley Camps for boys
                and girls going into grades 4-7 are in July.  

                  For info, go to www.capebaptist.net 
                    and  talk to Mike and Debbie Bowers. 

     Thank you to all who have donated money for VBS
     and camp.  Pray for the leaders and volunteers for 
     all of these events.  Pray for the children and their   
     families as we reach out with the gospel.  It’s going 
     to be a great summer!!!
     To God be the glory!
     ~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director 

In the book of Acts, we see the growth of the New Testament church as the gospel was shared 
faithfully by believers.  The immense growth to the Lord’s church did not come without grow-
ing pains.  As the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved (Acts 
2:47), the apostles struggled to meet all the needs of people in the church.  The result was a 
struggling preaching and teaching ministry and a failing benevolence ministry.  People in the 
community took notice that the widows in the church were being neglected and complaints 
arose against the church.  The solution to this problem is found in Acts 6.

In Acts 6, the apostles gathered all the believers together and instructed them to elect seven 
men who would devote themselves to serving the needs of the church, so that the apostles 
could devote themselves to the teaching and preaching of the gospel.  This passage is where the 
modern-day deacon ministry originated.  Deacons are men chosen to serve their church by 
meeting the needs of church members.  Deacons serve faithfully in this role so that pastors can 
devote themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:4). 

Our church currently has five deacons who are actively serving to meet the needs of our mem-
bers.  These men are Bill Adams, Doug Austin, Tommy Chadd, Joe Koch, and Richard Stout.  
Each of these men meet the qualifications of a deacon given in 1 Timothy 3:8-13, and willingly 
seek to serve those in our church. 

In order to effectively serve the church, our deacons have developed a system called the 
“Deacon Family Ministry”.  In this system, each family, couple, or individual in the church is 
assigned to or placed under the care of a particular deacon.  The “Deacon Family Ministry” 
allows our deacons to be intentional about connecting with and serving all those who are 
assigned to them.

If you have a need, contact your deacon. Our deacons are waiting to happily serve you.

~Article Submitted by Ryan Welch



 

Veteran Flag Presentation
Memorial Day 2022

  

The casket flags of Rev. Dr. James Hackney and Herusel “Curly” 
Moyers (two deceased members of Bethany Baptist Church) 

were added to the Avenue of Flags at Cape County Park North 
on Monday, May 30th, 2022.  As part of the Avenue of Flags, 

their flags will proudly fly on dedicated holidays 
(Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, Patriot’s Day, 9/11, 

and Veterans Day) every year to ensure that their service, 
sacrifice, and memory are not forgotten.

  

Rev. Dr. James Hackney (1927-2014)        Herusel “Curly” Moyers(1927-2020)

  

Volunteers
Tellers

Van Driver
Eric Claunch

Deacons
Bill Adams

Doug Austin
Joe Koch

Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

June 6  Team 3
June 13  Team 4
June 21  Team 1
June 27  Team 2
July 5  Team 3
July 11  Team 4
July 18  Team 1
July 25  Team 2

Tithes and Offering
April: $24,895.00
May: $27,242.00

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Eric Claunch
Richard Stout

Bill Adams 


