
    Birthdays

The Encourager 
June 2020 - July 2020 Bethany Baptist Church

 Summer is here and this is usually 
when attendance drops in most 
churches.  But nothing is as usual in 
2020.  We are making decisions about 
when to reopen everything after the 
COVID-19 scare.  I am thankful that we 
were able to resume “in person” worship 
services starting on Mother’s Day.  As of 
right now, we are planning to resume 
Sunday School on Father’s Day.  I want 
to thank you for your patience and faith-
fulness as we have been trying to make 
wise decisions for our congregation.
 I am sure there are some people 
who think we should remain closed 
indefinitely, and others who think we 
should have never stopped meeting.  As 
the pastor, I am responsible for the 
health and safety of our church mem-
bers and guests.  That is why we have 
had hand sanitizer available for years.  
We have fire extinguishers, an AED 
(automated external defibrillator), secu-
rity cameras, and a dedicated safety 
team.  We are also more than adequately 
insured.  We are always looking for ways 
to improve because we care about 
people. 
 Remember, we must deeply clean 
   

each area of the church we use.  For now, 
it has been simpler to only use the sanc-
tuary.  When we open the educational 
building, children will also resume their 
Sunday morning schedule.  That means 
that instead of families staying together in 
groups, everyone will be more spread 
out.   
 Again, if you do not feel safe attend-
ing church, we understand.  If you wish 
to wear a face mask, no one will criticize 
you.  We have a few masks available, but 
no one is required to wear a mask to 
attend church.  We have a lot of signage 
to remind us to practice social distancing.
 If you are like me, I will be glad 
when this is all just a memory and lessons 
have been learned.  In the meantime, 
continue to pray, read the Bible, give 
tithes and offerings, and God will sustain 
us as individuals, and as a church.

To God be the glory!   
Pastor Shawn

1712 Randol Ave. 
Cape Girardeau, MO  63701

Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:

               Sunday                               Wednesday
        Sunday School 9:00am        Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
        Worship 10:30am                                 Youth 6:00pm
                                

                                       Thursday 
                             College Bible Study 7:00pm
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F.I.S.H.
June July

boxed cereal      packaged spaghetti
powdered milk                     canned spaghetti sauce
canned tomatoes     canned fruit juice
canned sweet potatoes   

June
Becky Holter  4
Roberta Wheeler 4
Harold Wollard  6
Tommy Chadd  9
Brett McClard  12 
Donna Seabaugh  16
Margaret Stout  16
Jeff Goodin  19
Stephanie McCain 21
Valerie Huskey  25
Mike Bowers  25
Janet Pardue  27
Sybil Upchurch  28
Eric Johnson  29
Betty Giles   29

July
Don Niswonger   4
Karalynn McCain  4
William Lee   5
Nolan Huskey   7
Kimberly Slinkard  11
Katlyn Scarborough  14
Mary Gunn   19
Kathy Upchurch   19
Ann Stotler   21
Heather Ford   24
Julia Huskey   24
Lindsay Paige Casey  26
Benny Wheeler   28
Kourtney McCain  29
LaShunte´ Johnson  31

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 In your opinion, what 
makes one person stand out 
over others?  What is the se-
cret of their greatness?  Today, 
we are going to meet several 
women who have changed the 
course of history.  “7 Women 
and the Secret of Their Great-
ness” by Eric Metaxas is our 
book of the month.
 Joan of Arc – Susanna Wesley – Hannah More - 
Maria Skobtsova – Corrie ten Boom – Rosa Parks and 
Mother Teresa.  Each of these women followed the call 
placed on her life, doing so with remarkable feminine 
dignity.  Some of these are more well known to us 
than others, but each important in their own right.
 Teenager Joan of Arc heard God’s command 
and led the French army to a mighty victory over the 
British.
 Hannah More played a crucial role in the aboli-
tion of slavery in the British empire.
 Corrie ten Boom risked her life to hide Dutch 
Jews from the Nazis in World War II and somehow 
survived the horrors of a concentration camp, but her 
greatest feat was forgiving her tormentors years later.
 Rosa Parks’ God given sense of justice and 
unshakable dignity helped launch the twentieth 
century’s greatest social movement.
 Maria Skobtsova, also known as Saint Mary of 
Paris held striking similarities to Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
 Mother Teresa of Calcutta was greatly admired 
around the world, and was even invited to speak at the 
National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C.
 Come visit the Library and check out some 
books.  See you in the Library! 
~Eloise Terry, Secretary

  JOY in the Summer 
 Our April and May meetings were cancelled 
due to COVID-19.  Well, COVID-19 has done it 
again.  Our June and July meetings will be can-
celled, too.  Miss you all very much, but above all, 
we want to keep everyone safe and healthy.  
 We hope to be back together again at our 
August 13th meeting.  In August, our meal will be 
fried chicken, salads, and of course, desserts.  I’ll 
be waiting a long time to taste all those fruit salads, 
caesar salads, potato salads, jello salads, not to 
mention all the brownies, cakes, cookies, and pies, 
oh yes, patience is a virtue, but I don’t think it is in 
my wheelhouse.  Not sure what the theme will be, 
maybe a late Mother’s Day / Father’s Day, July 
4th, or Back to School, stay tuned.  Program still 
to be determined.  
 Per Fran’s Alma Schrader article, JOY has 
sponsored a School Supply Drive in the past, and it 
has been very successful.  However, the Alma 
Schrader staff needs specific items for their class-
rooms that are not included on a regular school 
supply list.  Therefore, please determine what you 
would spend on this ministry, and donate it as a 
designated gift to Alma Schrader.  
 Please come and enjoy good food and 
fellowship at JOY Lunch in August.  Until then, 
keep washing your hands, and practice recom-
mended social distancing guidelines.  Pray for each 
other.
 Happy Flag Day, Father’s Day, and Indepen-
dence Day!
God Bless!              ~Tracey Fish

 Trust is defined as a firm belief in the 
reliability, truth, ability, and strength of someone 
or something.  By this definition, trusting in God 
requires a firm belief in His strength, ability, and 
the truth of His Word.
 Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He will make your path straight.”  
These verses are incredibly encouraging.  They 
are very powerful.  They have strong implications 
on our lives.  God provides us with direction and 
guidance.  As the verses say, He will make our 
paths straight.  There is more to these verses, 
however, that needs to be acknowledged as we 
go through and interpret the meaning of this 
promise.
 God makes our paths straight, but how 
does that happen?  How is it that we come to see 
and live out God’s straight path for our life?  The 
answer to these questions is centered on the idea 
of trust.  Verse five is very specific about this.  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  Not only 
that, but also, “lean not on your own understand-
ing.”  Trust is not just a concept that develops and 
exists in our minds.  Trust can only truly exist on 
a much deeper level. 
 In the book of James, we read that “faith 
without works is dead”, meaning to say you have 
faith, does not mean you have faith.  Instead, 
faith reveals itself through people’s actions and 
behaviors.  If we truly have faith in a concept or 
being, then our lives will display that faith 
through our actions and decisions.  

 Faith and trust are nearly interchangeable, 
by definition, which tells us that trust is displayed 
and proven in the same way as our faith:  by our 
actions.  Thus, the passage in Proverbs instructs 
us not to lean on our own understanding, but to 
acknowledge God through everything.  In doing 
so, we are exhibiting our trust in Him.  By 
letting our trust dictate and lead our decisions, 
we are allowing God to guide us.  We are allow-
ing Him to lead us.  We are trusting in the Father 
to take care of us. 
 These two verses in Proverbs speak a lot to 
wisdom in our lives as believers.  They help guide 
our thinking and decision making as individuals, 
and they have also guided our decision making as 
a church through these trying couple of months.  
The leaders of our church have been praying and 
asking God to lead us in making the correct 
decisions regarding our church services, so that 
we could keep everyone safe and healthy while 
continuing to honor God. 
 This has been a very difficult time for all of 
us in our respective lives.  We have all been 
affected by the coronavirus in numerous ways 
that we could never have predicted.  We still have 
not seen the end of this season.  As we continue 
to trudge through these difficult times, pray that 
we can all live according to Proverbs 3:5-6.  Pray 
that we can all continue to trust God with all our 
heart.  Pray that we will not rely on our own 
knowledge.  Pray that we will acknowledge our 
Lord in everything.  Pray that He will make our 
paths straight.      ~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 Trust 



 We are praying that COVID-19 will decline, 
and our schools will be able to reopen in late August as 
planned.
 In a change of procedure, we will not be 
collecting school supplies for next year.  We discov-
ered last year that the Alma Schrader staff needed 
specific items for their classrooms.
 J.O.Y. has sponsored this collection for many 
years, but as needs have changed, we must adjust.  
Please determine what you would spend on this minis-
try and donate it as a designated gift to Alma Schrader.  
This will save you the effort of shopping, especially if 
you are uncomfortable being in crowds.
 We have purchased birthday cards for the staff, 
so I will be requesting assistance in preparing them.
 As we get updates on school information and 
requests, I will let you know through announcement 
and posting on our bulletin board.
 Your support of the Alma Schrader Ministry has 
been a huge blessing to all involved.
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving       
~Fran Austin

          March (Includes 1st, 8th, and 15th)  
                  Avg. Enrolled: 94 
       Avg. Present: 74 
        Total Visitors: 11 
Sunday School will resume inside on June 21st.  Looking 
forward to meeting in person again.  Ken Morgan’s class is 
meeting at 9am on Sundays at the pavilion.  Feel free to 
meet outside or online before June 21st, but let the office 
know so they can share when and where in case more want 
to join.  Please keep healthy and safe!       
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com

June - July News
================================

Then came the morning, shadows vanished before the Son.  
Death had lost and life had won, for morning had come.

================================
Some of us have learned more about the modern age of technology in the last few months than we ever 
dreamed.  Thank God for new thoughts, new ideas, new methods, new devices, new systems, new proce-
dures, and new approaches for spreading the same Gospel.  I especially applaud Shawn and Ryan for staying 
positive as they continue to lead while protecting our church family. 
 
I was reviewing a book, “What Is a Healthy Church?” by Mark Dever, 
senior pastor of the Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.  
Two points really caught my attention:
1. A healthy church is a People, not a Place
• It is not a building, it is a People – the new covenant, blood-bought 
people of God, still growing in Grace.
2. A healthy church is a People, not a Statistic
• It is not a Statistic, it is a People united unto Him, a family joined by 
adoption through Christ.
• It is a People with a responsibility of Worship and Sacrifice.
• Sacrifice is an everyday occurrence “Therefore, I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship” (Romans 12:1). 
 
We have been in the book of Romans, Paul’s 6th epistle, written in our Sunday School material from Life-
way this quarter and it is amazing how the writings of Paul fit the circumstances today!   You would think 
Paul had written this to Bethany within the last few weeks.  Paul said, “Let everyone submit to the governing 
authorities, since there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God” 
(Romans 13:1).  While we are citizens of heaven, we also live as citizens of earth.  As such, we have a 
responsibility to respect our leaders, to make our community a better, safer place to live.  If we fail to fulfill 
our responsibility to be a light to the world, the darkness will dominate with no one to blame but ourselves.
 
Special thanks to Terry Rollins for keeping our Bethany sign up-to-date:
•Stay Positive
•Test Negative

“They’re not just children. They’re future leaders.”
-Group Sunday School-
 During this COVID-19 time, it has been hard on 
our volunteers to not spend time with our sweet church 
children serving in our Bethany KIDS ministry.  I think we 
will appreciate our service to the Lord even more once we 
are back to our regular schedule. 
 Ending AWANA abruptly and cancelling VBS until 
next year has never happened to our church, but we know 
that God will restore our children’s ministry and make it 
even better.  He has a plan and we are eager to follow His 
guidance as we restart our Bethany KIDS ministry.
 When the regular schedule starts up on June 21st, 
our KIDS CONNECTION Sunday School will begin as 
well.  It is for ages 3 through 5th grade.  We will meet in 
our large group room at 9:00 and then split into our indi-
vidual classes after that.  Parents can pick their children up 
at their individual classes at 10:20 to give time to go to the 
morning worship service.  Our lessons will continue 
through The Gospel Project starting where we left off 
exploring the life of Jesus.
 Kid’s Church will not be in session until August.  We 
take the summer months off, so this is the same as last year.  
Children can go to the morning worship service with their 
families during the summer.
 We are planning to enjoy Wacky Wednesdays in July.  
Wacky Wednesdays is for ages 3 through 5th grade.  We 
meet during Wednesday Bible Study from 6:00-7:00.  Each 
week has a surprise theme with Bible activities to go with 
it.
 The AWANA Kickoff is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 2nd, then AWANA will officially start on 
Wednesday, September 9th.
 We enjoy working with the children knowing that 
we are teaching them God’s truths so they will be good 
Christian leaders as adults.  Please pray for our volunteers, 
children, and families as we work together to spread the 
love of Jesus to others. 
 To God be the glory; great things He is doing! 
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director



Covid-19 has caused all Peaceful Valley Camp reservations through June, and our 
association camps scheduled in July to be cancelled.  The camp fees represent ap-
proximately 90% of the total operating revenue for Peaceful Valley Camp.  This has 
the potential to shut down Peaceful Valley Camp.  They will need money for camps 
in the Fall and next year’s camps.  The CGBA Executive Board voted during their 
April meeting to authorize a $25,000 offering goal for our association churches to 
assist Peaceful Valley Camp during this financially devastating time for them.  In 
order to assist the CGBA with their efforts, Bethany will be collecting dona-
tions throughout the month of June with a goal of $4,000.  If you would 
like to give, please use one of our BBC offering envelopes and designate 
funds for Peaceful Valley Camp.

Volunteers
Tellers

                 Ushers
June    July
Tommy Chadd  Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch    Joe Koch
Richard Stout   Richard Stout
Eric Claunch   Eric Claunch
Bill Adams   Lloyd Simmons
Alan Ervin   Mike Bowers 

Van Drivers
June 7 Waunita VanDyke
June 14 Waunita VanDyke
June 21 Eric Claunch
June 28 Eric Claunch
July 5 Waunita VanDyke
July 12 Waunita VanDyke
July 19 Eric Claunch
July 26 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

June 1  Team 2
June 8  Team 3
June 15  Team 4
June 22  Team 1
June 29  Team 2
July 6  Team 3
July 13  Team 4
July 20  Team 1
July 27  Team 2

Tithes and Offering
April: $23,373.92
 May: $35,663.54


