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  We have been studying the book of 
Ephesians through the past several 
months and we are currently in a sermon 
series titled “The Armor of God.”  I real-
ize that we are in a busy time of year with 
beautiful weather, vacations, and travel.  
Thankfully, we have sermon videos avail-
able on our Facebook page and our 
church website.  If you are unable to 
attend, please plan to watch the sermon 
online.  Be sure to invite friends and 
family who may be interested in the sub-
ject of spiritual warfare.
 Speaking of spiritual warfare, pray 
for the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting.  As the largest Protes-
tant denomination in the United States, 
we have a diverse group of people in 
leadership positions.  While we have for 
some time been united on the authority 
of the Bible, social issues are now driving 
a wedge in our convention.  Pray for 
unity for the sake of the gospel.  Our 
denomination is the best in the world at 
funding missions in North America and 
across the world.  The enemy would like 
to keep us distracted from our purpose.
 As a local church, we must remain 
focused on making disciples.  We are 
thankful that we can have Vacation Bible    

School this summer.  Pray for the workers, 
and that the Lord would send the children 
who need to hear about Jesus.  I quoted a 
study that said 43% of millennials do not 
know or care if God exists.   We are also 
aware that three out of four students leave 
the church once they graduate high school.  
There are multiple reasons for this, but 
our job is to train them so that when they 
are old, they will not depart from the 
faith.
 While all our ministries are impor-
tant, I am especially thankful for everyone 
who works with children.  We have Sunday 
School, KIDS Church, AWANA, FBI, and 
our youth ministry.  Join me in praying 
that when these children reach adulthood, 
they will have a strong commitment to the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  How is your commit-
ment to the Lord?  Are you attending 
church?  Do you tithe?  Why not begin 
again?  We need to set the example for the 
generation that comes along behind us.

I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 
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    Birthdays
June
Becky Holter  4
Roberta Wheeler 4
Harold Wollard  6
Tommy Chadd  9
Brett McClard  12
Riley James Woods 14 
Donna Seabaugh  16
Margaret Stout  16
Ivy Gilliland  18
Jeff Goodin  19
Stephanie McCain 21
Valerie Huskey  25
Mike Bowers  25
Janet Pardue  27
Sybil Upchurch  28
Eric Johnson  29
Betty Giles   29

July
Don Niswonger   4
Karalynn McCain  4
William Lee   5
Nolan Huskey   7
Kimberly Slinkard  11
Katlyn Scarborough  14
Claire Gilliland   18
Mary Gunn   19
Kathy Upchurch   19
Ann Stotler   21
Heather Ford   24
Julia Huskey   24
Coty Woods   24
Lindsay Paige Casey  26
Benny Wheeler   28
Kourtney McCain  29
LaShunte´ Johnson  31

F.I.S.H.
June July

canned sweet potatoes    powdered milk
canned tomatoes                  asstd. fruits/veggies
cereal       peanut butter
   

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like histor-  
ical novels, “The Cura-
tor’s Daughter” by Melanie 
Dobson is a must read!  
 1940. Hanna Tillich 
cherishes her work as an 
archaeologist for the Third 
Reich, searching for the 
Holy Grail and other arti-
facts to bolster evidence of 
a master Aryan race.  But 
when she is reassigned to work as a museum curator 
in Nuremberg, then forced to marry an SS officer 
and adopt a young girl, Hanna begins to see behind 
the Nazi facade.  A prayer labyrinth becomes a 
storehouse for Hanna’s secrets, but as she comes to 
love Lilly as her own daughter, she fears that what 
she’s hiding—and what she begins to uncover— 
could put them both in mortal danger.
 Eighty years later, Ember Ellis is a Holocaust 
researcher intent on confronting hatred toward the 
Jewish people and other minorities.  She reconnects 
with a former teacher on Martha’s Vineyard after 
she learns that Mrs. Kiehl’s mother once worked 
with the Nazi Ahnenerbe.  And yet, Mrs. Kiehl 
describes her mother as “a friend to the Jewish 
people.”  Wondering how both could be true, Ember 
helps Mrs. Kiehl regain her fractured childhood 
memories of World War II while at the same time 
confronting the heartache of her own secret past-
and the person who wants to silence Ember forever.
 This book is recommended by me and can be 
found in the Historical Fiction section of the 
Library.  Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 

       Sunday School News         
 
                  March 2021     
    
            Avg. Enrolled: 83  
              Avg. Present: 64  
                     Total Visitors: 6  

                            April 2021
  
            Avg. Enrolled: 84
            Avg. Present: 60
             Total Visitors: 4

Summertime is quickly approaching.  The 
new quarterlies are here and have been deliv-
ered.  Please invite anyone you know to 
church, Sunday School, and Vacation Bible 
School!  VBS is just around the corner. 
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 Surely you have heard it said, “There is a 
time for everything.”  Likewise, you probably 
know that this is not a new philosophy.  This prin-
ciple comes to us from the book of Ecclesiastes.
 The words of Solomon in the beginning of 
Ecclesiastes 3 have proven to be timeless, like all 
Scripture.  In the first verse, Solomon tells the 
reader that everything has a season.  These are 
words of great comfort and hope to those who are 
struggling.  They provide a refuge of joy to those 
going through hard times.  We know this.  We 
cling to this.  It was the hope provided by 
Solomon’s timeless wisdom that carried many of 
us through the past year.
 2020 brought many surprises, difficulties, 
and losses to a lot of people.  How calming and 
stabilizing were the words of Solomon in the 
midst of last year’s chaos.  May we never cease to 
thank God for the hope that His word brings us 
through all circumstances.  However, as powerful 
as God’s message of hope in Ecclesiastes is, it is 
imperative that we unpack the rest of the truth in 
God’s timeless word.
 In verses two through eight, Solomon 
proceeds to give multiple examples illustrating 
the principle given to us in the first verse.  Our 
lives, just like Solomon’s, are constantly reinforc-
ing the idea that there is a season for everything.  
For example, 2020 was the most isolated year of 
our lives.  Restaurants and stores closed down.  
Churches soon followed suit.  Very few were 
traveling.  The term “essential worker” became a 
household term.  Everyone started wearing masks 
and keeping their distance.  In turn, all these 
changes brought about many negative conse-      

quences.  Depression and suicide rates increased.  
People lost their jobs and businesses.  Many lost 
their homes.  Many lost their loved ones.
 The changes of the past year came with 
some pretty difficult circumstances, but here in 
2021, we are reminded of the truth we read in 
Ecclesiastes: “For everything there is a season.” 
 Businesses are largely reopened, along with 
churches.  Mask orders are being lifted in many 
areas.  People are starting to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel as we inch toward the reality 
that has escaped us for what seems like an eter-
nity: normalcy.  We are finally seeing the hope that 
Solomon’s words point us to, but for us, this new 
season cannot be a season of hope alone.  It needs 
to be a season of going.
 The COVID-19 restrictions of 2020 put a 
damper on personal evangelism.  After all, how do 
you share a gospel that has such a personal impact 
from behind a mask?  In addition, how do you 
initiate a conversation with someone who is scared 
to come within ten feet of you?  No wonder why 
depression and suicide rates have skyrocketed.  
They are inversely proportionate to the gospel.  
The more prevalent the gospel is, the more hope 
our community has.  This is why it is so important 
to recognize the purpose of this new season that 
God has blessed us with.
 This is the season of going.  Go and love 
people.  Go and be personable.  Go and serve 
others.  Most importantly, go and take the gospel 
to the people who have been waiting a lifetime to 
hear it.  In all likelihood, you can find them right 
next door.  This is the season to go, Christians.  
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 A Time for Everything 



 The 2020-21 school year was like none 
other we have seen before.  We were able to 
minister in a few “no contact” ways.  In Sep-
tember, we provided a nice monetary gift to 
the staff so they could purchase desired school 
supplies.  In February, we gave a check to the 
PTO to assist with fundraising that normally 
would have come from the Knowledge-A-
Thon.  In May, we helped finance “Stock the 
Fridge” for the staff during Teachers Apprecia-
tion Week.  
 As we have done for several years, we 
purchased, prepared, and delivered birthday 
and Christmas cards to all Alma Schrader staff.
 Looking ahead, I would encourage all 
who can to donate funds for school supplies.  
This allows for specific needs to be met with-
out us having to shop.
 I anticipate the Back-To-School Fair will 
occur this year, but at this point I have no 
details.  I will communicate as details become 
available.
 The FBI Club ministry was, again, a huge 
success even with a change in meeting time.  
Special thanks to Debbie, Donna, and Emily for 
your visible and measurable leadership.  Thanks 
to all the ladies who served as Prayer Partners, 
too.  Please pray for all involved as plans are 
being finalized for next year. 
 I plan to communicate any informational 
updates through our weekly bulletin.
 
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving   ~Fran Austin

       

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com

June - July News

His Name Was, and Is, Jesus

 

                            YES to VBS!!!
We are finalizing our plans for the best week 
of summer!

         Rocky Railway VBS
         June 21st-24th
         6:00 pm to 8:15 pm 

Special thanks to all who are involved in 
Rocky Railway VBS!  

The VBS Decorating Team is working hard to make our 
church feel like the Rocky Mountains.  Can’t wait to 
see it all put together!  The Rocky Railway station 
leaders are preparing the Bible lessons based on the 
theme:  “Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through” life’s ups and 
downs.  We appreciate the donations for the VBS 
shirts.  Praising God for all the prayers, support, and 
encouragement from our congregation!  

Please continue to pray for Rocky Railway VBS:
• Pray for the children who will come and their fami-
  lies  
• Pray for the leaders and helpers as we seek God’s 
  wisdom and direction
• VBS is God’s outreach plan for our community.  Pray
  that we don’t get in the way of what God wants to
  do.  Our community, our neighborhood, and our
  children need Him!

We plan and prepare for Rocky Railway VBS but “the 
victory rests with the Lord.” Proverbs 21:31

To God be the glory!
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director

 
In the days of His flesh, Christ constantly asserted His own superior greatness among 
men.  No man dared make the same claim.  Familiar as He was with the great saints in 
God’s portrait gallery, He could say of Himself, “Behold a greater is here.” (John 4:10; 
8:35-38)

He was greater than Abraham in the pre-eminence of His rank.  The Jews boasted that 
Abraham was the head and founder of their race.  Christ is the head of the church.

He was greater than the Temple in the magnificence of His glory.  The temple was the 
center and expression of worship.  Now we gather in His name whether it be in cabin or cathedral.

He was greater than Solomon in the excellence of His wisdom.  Israel’s illustrious king 
was the richest and wisest of the kings, but both his wealth and wisdom were derived from Him.

He was greater than Jonah in the beneficence of His mission.  The Jews runaway prophet 
was against God blessing Gentiles as well as Jews.  Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance.

He was greater than Jacob in the generosity of His gift.  Jacob gave his people a well 
(John 4:12), Christ provided, for all who are His, rivers of living water (John 7: 37-39).

Christ came unto the world of men as the holiest Man ever born.  In human form, He 
was the same as other Bible men but unique in character.  All the other men of the 
Bible, with the sole exception of Adam, were born with inherent evil (Ps. 51:5).  Christ 
was born sinless (Heb. 4:15).  He was separate from sinners in that He was without 
inherent of practiced sin.  No man could convince or convict this Man among men of 
sin.



32.79 Acres
On March 23, 1953, Joseph E. and Zalma Blanche Cleveland gave what we now call Peaceful Valley 
Camp to Trustees of the Cape Girardeau Baptist Association (L. A. Greene, Joseph Cleveland, 
Hubert Young, Earl Selby, Lee Cook and Claude Sanders) and their successors in office for the sum 
of $1.00 and other valuable considerations.  The transaction specified the following purpose for the 
use of this land: present a Christian influence and share the gospel of Jesus Christ so that all Peaceful 
Valley Camp attendees might receive His salvation.  Over the last 68 years, Peaceful Valley Camp has 
placed, on average, 21 souls in Heaven every year!  That is impressive!  That is why Bethany 
loves, prays, nurtures, guides, and supports Peaceful Valley Camp.  Fran and I, Terry Rollins, 
and Kay Adams were privileged to represent Bethany on Saturday, May 22nd, as we “fed the work-
ers”.  This is a ministry to the folks, many of whom used a week of their vacation to do the WORK 
necessary to prepare for summer camps.  And did they ever do a great job.  As we came down the 
hill, and caught our first view of the campgrounds, it was breathtaking!  Peaceful Valley Camp.  
Whoever named it, named it well.  A doorway to Heaven.  A barrier to Hell.  Bethany does not do 
this ministry to boast.  However, we can be enormously proud of the visible and measurable 
statement we make for Peaceful Valley Camp.  Bethany will assist the Peaceful Valley Camp cooks 
on Wednesday, July 21st.  We will need two teams of four:  one team for morning and one team for 
afternoon.  To volunteer, contact Fran, Doug, or Tracey.    ~Doug & Fran Austin

Volunteers
Tellers

Van Drivers
June 6  Waunita VanDyke
June 13  Waunita VanDyke
June 20  Eric Claunch
June 27  Eric Claunch
July 4  Waunita VanDyke
July 11  Waunita VanDyke
July 18  Eric Claunch
July 25  Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

June 1  Team 2
June 7  Team 3
June 14  Team 4
June 21  Team 1
June 28  Team 2
July 6  Team 3
July 12  Team 4
July 19  Team 1
July 26  Team 2

Tithes and Offering
April: $29,442.01
May: $26,501.00

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Joe Koch
Richard Stout
Doug Austin


