
  You are going to be hearing a lot about 
“Spring Into Worship” over the next several 
weeks.  As you know, we have suspended our 
Sunday night services due to colder weather, 
potential for ice on the parking lot, and the 
challenge for many of our people who have 
difficulty driving at night.
 We offer Discipleship Study on Tuesday 
mornings that follows the same format as Bible 
Study and Prayer on Wednesday evenings.  The 
morning group typically outnumbers the eve-
ning attendance while AWANA is in session.  
This is a good thing because many of our mem-
bers devote themselves to this vital ministry to 
children.  Even so, more people attend on 
Wednesday nights in the spring than they do in 
the winter months.
 Another reason we are having a “Spring 
Into Worship” emphasis is the cold and flu 
season.  Many of our people have felt the impact 
of the viral pandemic.  Some have lost friends 
and relatives, and many have caught the virus 
more than once with a few of our members 
being hospitalized in serious condition.  For this 
reason, there are still a few members who are 
reluctant to attend worship.  Of course, they 
also do not go shopping or out to eat.  They are 
consistent in their isolation and make other 
arrangements for groceries and only get out of 
the house for medical appointments.  Many of 
them have not seen loved ones in many months.
 By faith, we are launching our ministries 
afresh and anew on March 20th.  Begin praying as 
soon as you read this for God to pour out His 
Spirit on our church.  We believe the worst of     

the pandemic is over, and we are going to contin-
ue to be careful not to spread illness as we have 
always been.  Years before this virus, we installed 
hand sanitizing stations throughout the church.  
We encourage members to regularly clean their 
hands and to feel free to wear a mask if they 
choose.  It is time to have a back to church em-
phasis and this is it.
 Plan to stay for a fellowship meal after 
morning worship.  The plan is for a catered meal, 
chicken dinner with all the trimmings, using 
every precaution for health and safety.  We invite 
you to come back that night and attend our eve-
ning worship service.  You will be able to return 
home before dark.
 Would you like to be part of this “Spring 
Into Worship” emphasis?  While it is deacon spon-
sored, it will take all of us to make this event all 
that it needs to be for the glory of the Lord.  The 
first thing you can do is pray.  The second thing is 
to consider all the people you have not seen in a 
while.  Give them a call and see if they are willing 
to attend on the 20th.  The third thing you can do 
is to invite someone who is “unchurched.”  By that 
I mean a Christian who is not actively attending 
any church, or an unbeliever who is willing to be 
your guest on that day.  And a final thought, invite 
family and friends into town to celebrate with us 
on that day.  Everyone is encouraged to see the 
church filled with people.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 

1712 Randol Ave. 
Cape Girardeau, MO  63701

Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:
                Sunday                         
          Sunday School 9:00am                       Tuesday                          
     Worship 10:30am          Discipleship Study 9:00am
          Choir Practice 11:45am          Prayer Meeting 10:00am
  Worship 6:00pm (resumes 3/20)
    *College Bible Study 7:00pm                                         
*contact ryanwelch5@gmail.com 
            to confirm schedule.                
                 Wednesday                           Thursday
            FBI Club (5th & 6th)             FBI Club (3rd & 4th)     
  2:30pm to 4:00pm     3:20pm to 5:00pm
             AWANA  6:00pm                       
     Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
                Youth 6:00pm                                                         
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     Birthdays

The Encourager 
February 2022 - March 2022 Bethany Baptist Church

February
Bill Adams   1
Lloyd Simmons  2
Madge Burchyett  5
Cameron Tillotson 6
Jim Minton   8
Annalise Wasson  9
Sarah Wasson  9
Doug Austin   11
Fran Austin   16
Erin Brothers   17
Debbie Pardue  17
Amy Diamond  20
Ryan Welch   22
Caitlyn Gladden  22
Carolyn Moody  25
Janet Presson   25
Geoff Brothers  26

March
Jennifer Lee   11
Bernice Hargis  20
Terry Rollins   24
Judy Niswonger  27
Betty Wiley   28

                           March   
instant potatoes
canned chicken
peanut butter
cereal
canned chicken & dumplings/stew

F.I.S.H.
                     February
canned pie filling/assorted fruits 
boxed crackers    
canned chili     
mac & cheese       
bars of soap

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like histori-
cal fiction, “Waves of 
Mercy” by Lynn Austin is 
a must read!  Haunted by 
the unknowns of their 
pasts, two women search 
for answers along the 
shores of Lake Michigan. 
 Chicago socialite 
Anna Nicholson retreats to the Hotel Ottawa in 
Holland, Michigan, after breaking her engagement 
with her wealthy fiancé.  Filled with questions 
about her newfound faith and troubled by a recur-
ring nightmare, Anna finds solace in Derk Vander 
Veen, a seasonal hotel worker who plans to go 
into the ministry.
 Prompted by a request from her son, 
Geesje de Jonge begins to sift through memories 
of emigrating from the Netherlands almost fifty 
years ago.  As she writes them down for the 
Semi-Centennial anniversary of the town’s settle-
ment, her story takes on a life of its own as she 
honestly and painfully  recalls her regrets, doubts, 
hardships, and joys.  Her story captivates Derk, 
who sees similarities between Geesje and Anna, 
and wishes to bring the two together.
 Past and present collide as Anna and 
Geesje seek clarity, but neither expects the 
revelations that await them.
 This book can be found in the Historical 
section of the Library.  Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 Sunday School News         
 
             November 2021     
   
           Avg. Enrolled: 90  
             Avg. Present: 65  
                   Total Visitors: 14  

                      December 2021
  
           Avg. Enrolled: 90
           Avg. Present: 65
           Total Visitors: 9

                2021 Year in Review
    
          Avg. Enrolled: 87
          Avg. Present: 60
          Total Visitors: 81

Our 2021 averages increased compared to 2020 
in which we were closed for a couple of months 
and subsequent attendance was negatively 
impacted due to the pandemic.  Looking for-
ward to 2022, start anew and make sure to 
invite family and friends.  Let’s make this a great 
year.

I have found a source, Love Packages (recently 
featured in The Pathway), that will take any 
unused Sunday School material and distribute it 
to churches in need.  At the end of the quarter, 
if you have any unused or slightly used materials 
that you do not need, be sure to give them to 
me.  I will box them up and take them to a 
drop-off location in Tennessee.  Let me know if 
you have any questions.

God bless!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 On a recent Wednesday night, the students 
and I studied the Epistle of Jude.  In his Epistle, 
Jude warns his readers about a threat that has crept 
into their church.  As a matter of fact, Jude states in 
verse three that one of the purposes of his letter is 
to contend for the faith of that congregation.  It is 
clear that his audience was struggling.  That church 
was battling through a tough time.
 Jude uses most of his letter to address and 
warn against the challenges that his readers are 
facing.  Up until verse 20, there is not a lot of 
positivity coming from Jude.  Interestingly enough, 
when we face challenges in our lives, it can seem as 
though positive moments are few and far between.  
For this reason, Jude uses verses 20 through 23 to 
offer some encouragement for this struggling body 
of believers.  His words of encouragement and 
advice to his readers can offer us a glimmer of hope 
in difficult seasons today.
 First, Jude reminds his readers to build up 
their faith.  The word “build” in Greek means “to 
add onto a foundation.”  In other words, Jude was 
trying to remind his readers about the fundamen-
tals of their faith.  Former NFL coach Vince Lom-
bardi once addressed his struggling team at half-
time by picking up a football and saying, “Gentle-
men, this is a football.”  It was a reminder to his 
players to remember the fundamentals of the game.  
As Christians, we cannot persevere through life’s 
trials without building up our faith, and the build-
ing of our faith begins with a strong foundation.  
Are you struggling to press on?  If so, what founda-
tion are you building on?  Maybe it is time for you 
to finally establish the solid foundation in Christ 
that your life has been missing.
 Next, Jude tells the readers to have mercy     

on the doubters.  He instructs the believers to “save 
others by snatching them out of the fire.”  Once we 
have a solid foundation upon which we can build 
our faith, the next step to perseverance is simple:  
remember the mission.
 In a basketball game, both teams have a 
mission.  Their mission on the court is to score 
more points than the other team.  Over the course 
of four quarters, the two teams battle each other on 
the hardwood, fighting and grinding over each 
precious possession, all for the purpose of accom-
plishing their mission.  At the end of the game, one 
team will have scored more points than the other.  
Which team persevered?  Both teams played hard, 
whistle to whistle.  Both teams competed.  Some 
might say that both persevered, but in reality, this is 
not the case.
 Perseverance is the act of continuing on a 
course of action in the face of difficulty.  Both teams 
started the game with the same course of action, or 
mission:  score the most points.  By definition, the 
team that perseveres is the team that accomplishes 
its mission in the face of difficulty.  Just like basket-
ball teams, Christians have a mission.  We have a 
course of action that is God-given.
 Our mission is to share the Gospel of Jesus 
with others so that they may experience God’s 
grace.  In order to persevere, we have to make sure 
that nothing keeps us from accomplishing our 
mission.  Never let life’s trials keep you from shar-
ing the Gospel.  Never let life get in the way of your 
mission.
 Remember the fundamentals of your faith, 
build upon that solid foundation, and faithfully 
accomplish your mission of sharing the Gospel.       
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 The Keys to Perseverance



 The reports that we receive from Alma 
Schrader indicate that progress is being 
made toward a more normal school situa-
tion.
 We sponsored their “Twas the Week 
Before Christmas” celebration by donating 
cookies for the entire staff.  I hope you saw 
the thank-you note in one of the December 
bulletins.
 The school’s “Trivia Night” will include 
trivia, raffles, and a silent auction.  It was 
scheduled for February 4th, but canceled due 
to Snow Day.  I will provide reschedule 
information as it becomes available.  
 The Knowledge-A-Thon is February 
28th through March 4th.  If volunteers are 
needed, I will communicate with an 
announcement in our bulletins.
 As we approach spring, we will be 
looking for other ministry opportunities.  
The next meeting with ABC Today on Febru-
ary 10th will probably give us some ideas.

Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving
Fran Austin

       

Deacon Bill to Bethany Baptist
billandkayadams@yahoo.com

February - March News

 

“To See and Be Seen at Church”, an excerpt 
from an article written by Jana Magruder, 
Lifeway Kids:  “In light of all the isolation and social 
distancing, the children of our churches crave tangible, 
real-life relationships.  They need to feel seen and 
known by their church family.  They need to see smil-
ing, friendly, godly adults who are ready to welcome 
them.  We need to make certain we see each child and 
that we are seen as adults who that child can trust and 
know.  If those two things are accomplished by each 
person, the culture of our kids ministry is going to be 
one where kids feel like they belong to their church, 
not just attend a church.  Let’s make kids ministry a 
place to see and be seen, laying a foundation of rela-
tional trust that sets the stage for sharing the love of 
Jesus.”
 At Bethany, we have many adults who see the 
children and are seen as friendly, caring, and godly.  
The FBI girls are excited to receive cards, notes, etc. 
from their prayer partners.  Many of our children are 
on the school’s Honor Roll lists in the newspaper and 
are thrilled to receive a copy of the list as well as to be 
congratulated.  The AWANA clubbers enjoy the high 
fives from the greeter as they arrive.  We have leaders 
and teachers who are present and prepared to teach 
every week, and they encourage as well as show inter-
est in what is going on in the children’s lives. 
 Pray for the children and their families, God’s 
guidance as we begin to plan Exploring Easter (April 
13th) and Vacation Bible School (June 20th-23rd), and for 
God to bring more laborers to our church.
 Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful but the laborers are few; pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.”   Matthew 9:37-38
To God be the glory!
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director

On January 2nd, the Bethany deacons met and elected the following positions:  Bill Adams, Chair-
man; Doug Austin, Vice-Chairman; and Tommy Chadd, Secretary.

Assuming a leadership role formerly held by Doug Austin is a challenging endeavor to say the 
least.  I want to thank him for his excellent leadership over the years and his continuous contribu-
tions of thoughts and ideas.  He is a man of vision and action!  I am reminded  of a historical quote 
by Gerald Ford.  Upon his ascension to Office of the Vice President, he reminded his former 
colleagues in the House that he was a “Ford and not a Lincoln.”   Thus follows, I am an “Adams and 
not an Austin.”

Doug Austin, Tommy Chadd, Joe Koch, Richard Stout, and I hope to minister and serve our 
church body, and support our staff.  The congregation has been divided up among the deacons to 
form “deacon families.”  Each deacon now has a “deacon family” to look after and serve.  
We hope our church families will call on us when there is a need to be met.  The contact informa-
tion for each deacon is on the back of the weekly bulletin as well as on the bulletin board in the 
main hallway that leads to the sanctuary.  Hopefully by now, many of you have been contacted by 
your deacon.  

Please save the date of March 20th on your calendar for Bethany’s “Spring Into Worship” 
Sunday Family Fellowship Reunion and Chicken Dinner.  See the one-page ad in this newsletter 
for the RSVP Dinner Reservation Form and watch your weekly bulletin for further news 
about this event.

These past couple of years have been very challenging and 2022 will most likely be more of the 
same, but we must try to reach out to one another and gather together for worship and fellow-
ship.  If you have any ideas or thoughts on how to make a stronger, reunited Bethany, please con-
tact any of our deacons.

In His service, for His glory, 
Bill Adams



You’re Invited! 
 

Come Worship with Us
Sunday, March 20th, at

Bethany Baptist Church
for a “Spring Into Worship”

Family Fellowship Reunion
and

CHICKEN DINNER
All church members, and their extended families and friends are invited.  Come 
worship with us at Sunday School at 9:00 AM and Worship/Lord’s Supper at 
10:30 AM, then join us in the church fellowship hall for a fried chicken dinner with 
all the trimmings.  If you have not been to church in a while due to the Corona 
scare, bad weather, or other reasons, please come, WE MISS YOU!
 

As the Apostle Paul said in his Epistle to the Hebrews in Chapter 10, Verse 25.......
.........Let us not give up meeting together, as

some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another and all the more as

you see the Day approaching. (NIV)
 

PLEASE RSVP YOUR DINNER RESERVATION BY 
MARCH 12TH

 
 

Name        # Adults  # Children
 

Return your reservation by:  offering plate; e-mail at office@bethanybc.net; fax at 
(573)335-8807; Church Office at (573)335-8622; or by US Mail Service to Bethany 

Baptist Church, 1712 Randol Ave., Cape Girardeau, MO  63701. 

Ad Courtesy of 
Bill Whitlock

Volunteers

Tellers

Van Drivers
February 6 Eric Claunch
February 13 Eric Claunch
February 20 Eric Claunch
February 27 Eric Claunch
March 6  Eric Claunch
March 13  Eric Claunch
March 20  Eric Claunch
March 27  Eric Claunch

Deacons
Bill Adams

Doug Austin
Joe Koch

Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout February 7  Team 2

February 14  Team 3
February 22  Team 4
February 28  Team 1
March 7   Team 2
March 14   Team 3
March 21   Team 4
March 28   Team 1

Tithes and Offering
December: $112,399.26

January: $19,777.00

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Eric Claunch
Richard Stout

Bill Adams 


