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 Do you find it hard to believe that we 
are already into 2020?  We have so much 
going on that the only way to keep up is to 
read your bulletin each week.  I want to 
highlight a couple things in this newsletter 
article.
 Our Missouri team, the Kansas City 
Chiefs, is in the Super Bowl this year.  The 
outcome will probably be determined before 
you read this article.  I always encourage 
Sunday School classes and groups to get 
together and have a fellowship the night of 
the Super Bowl.  I do not think football is 
more important than church, but I do think 
people are important.  Christian fellowship is 
a real need in our world.  This is another 
good opportunity to connect with fellow 
believers as well as potential new believers.
 I also want to give a friendly reminder 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day with your signifi-
cant other, that is, if you have one.  Especially 
you men—do not take her for granted.  I 
connected an old hard drive to a new com-
puter and read some journal entries I had 
written before I met Sarah.  I had to go to 
her immediately and give her a big hug and 
kiss.  Needless to say, I was not content in my 
singleness. 
 Think about your love relationship with 
the Lord.  Can you picture what your life was 
like before you became a follower of Jesus?  
It is a little difficult for me, since I was 
twelve when I first believed.  My daughter   

was five, but she waited a few months to be 
baptized at six.  In cases like these, you can use 
your imagination to picture what life might 
have been like if you hadn’t believed.  We tell 
Jesus we love Him when we worship and 
praise His name.
 We will also celebrate a love relationship 
in March when Ryan and Trista wed.  We are 
thankful that God has led Ryan to serve with 
us full-time as an associate pastor whose 
responsibilities include youth ministry as well 
as college and career ministry.  We believe 
Trista is a wonderful helpmate for him and that 
God is going to bless their ministry together.
 A final thought, I am thankful that Lucas 
Presson is allowing me an opportunity to 
write a weekly column for the Southeast Mis-
sourian.  I want to glorify God as I reach out 
to believers and non-believers in my columns.  
Pray that, as with preaching and teaching, God 
will give me the words so His message will be 
clear.  
 May God strengthen our fellowship, add 
to our numbers, and help us all to serve Him 
better!

I Love His Church!  ~Pastor Shawn

F.I.S.H.
February March

 canned soup   canned meat
 boxed crackers  instant potatoes
          Birthdays

February
Bill Adams   1 Erin Brothers  17
Lloyd Simmons  2 Debbie Pardue  17
Madge Burchyett 5 William Miller  17
Cameron Tillotson 6 Nell Mainer  19
Jim Minton  8 Amy Diamond  20 
Annalise Wasson 9 Ryan Welch  22
Sarah Wasson  9 Caitlyn Gladden  22
Curly Moyers  11 Karen Shackles  23
Doug Austin  11 Carolyn Moody  25
Kendra Little  12 Janet Presson  25
Fran Austin  16 Geoff Brothers  26

March
Jennifer Lee   11
Bernice Hargis   20
Ken Shackles   22
Terry Rollins   24
Betty Wiley   28
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 We have received audio books/CDs in memory of 
Dorothy Tucker.  I will list these in alphabetical order by 
author’s name.
  “Your Comeback” by Tony Evans.  Dr. Evans is the 
senior pastor and founder of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship 
in Dallas, Texas, and is also chaplain of the NBA’s Dallas 
Mavericks.  In this CD, Dr. Evans gives inspirational hope 
for you regardless of the challenges you are facing in life 
as you keep your eyes on the God Who leads His imper-
fect people into a place of ultimate triumph.
  “Rare, Medium or Done Well” by Mike Huckabee, 
former Governor of Arkansas.  In this CD, Mike shares 
how to live a life that will continue to be felt by those 
who carry your legacy forward.  Whether in politics, 
family, education, or business, what matters most is 
leaving a legacy for future generations.  He emphasized 
the importance of understanding where we’ve been, and 
where we are now, and these will determine where we’re 
going.
  “The True Jesus” by our own David Limbaugh, an 
attorney in Cape Girardeau, an op-ed writer as well as 
guest speaker on several national TV programs.  In this 
book, David combines the four Gospel stories into a 
unified account which guides the reader on a faith jour-
ney through the Four Evangelists’ testimonies on the life 
of Jesus Christ.  David shares his insights on Jesus’ words 
and deeds as well as His unique nature as fully human and 
fully divine.
  “Reading the Bible Supernaturally” by John Piper, 
a pastor, author, founder and leader of desiring God.org, 
and chancellor of Bethlehem College and Seminary in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Of this CD, Francis Chan says 
“this is a must read for anyone wanting to take the Bible 
seriously.”  D. A. Carson says “I cannot imagine a serious 
Christian who would not benefit from a thoughtful 
reading of this book.”
  All four of these albums are located in the non-
fiction room of our library .  Come check them out.  See 
you in the Library.                ~Eloise Terry, Secretary

  JOY in the Winter 
 We had many good soups to choose from 
at our January meeting.  Thanks to all who 
worked so hard to make them!  Total attendance 
for the meeting was 29.  Bill Adams read sayings 
from when we were younger.  It’s a foreign 
language to today’s younger generation.  They 
brought back great memories.
 In February, our meal will be finger foods, 
such as meatballs, Hawaiian roll ham sand-
wiches, etc.  As always, please bring side dishes 
and desserts.  Wear RED to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day early.  Donna Johnson will 
discuss health issues for seniors.
 In March, we will have brunch.  This 
always seems to be enjoyed by all.  Brunch 
(breakfast for lunch) makes lunch the most 
important meal of the day.
 Thanking the Lord that we haven’t had 
weather as bad as some places.  Remember 
Daylight Saving Time is March 8th.
 Please come and enjoy good food and 
fellowship at JOY Lunch in February and March.  
Pray for each other.

God Bless!             ~Loretta Goodin

 Each time the calendar flips from December to 
January, it seems as though a period of self evaluation 
organically begins.  There are several reasons the 
turning of the calendar stimulates our desires to reflect 
inwardly, and each person would probably cite a 
unique combination of explanations for why they are 
making resolutions or possibly dying their hair a bold 
new color.  In any case, as it is natural to do in January, 
I took part in a time of reflection. 
 What started as self reflection eventually shifted 
gears and became an outward evaluation of Bethany 
Student Ministries.  I examined the current position of  
BSM, and how we arrived there.  Then, just as if I was 
attending a New Years Eve party, I found myself making 
a resolution for BSM in 2020:  Grow! 
 Often, it can be viewed negatively when a 
pastor sets a general goal of growth over a ministry, 
and I believe speaking in general terms leads to lack of 
conviction and action.  So, I refused to leave the resolu-
tion as just a general statement to grow as a ministry.  
Instead, I dug a little deeper.  I read some scripture 
passages.  I spent time in prayer.  Eventually, my heart 
and soul landed on Acts 2:42-47.
  In this insightful passage, we read about the 
early church and the fellowship that they had.  It 
describes three ways that the early church grew, and 
those examples of growth are what I would like to see 
occur in our church’s student ministry this year.  First, 
the passage describes the early church’s personal 
growth.  According to verse 42, Christians in the early 
church were devoted to spending time in God’s word, 
prayer, and the presence of other believers who could 
build them up spiritually.  The early church thrived 
because they were dedicated to their relationship with 
Christ.  In 2020, my first resolution is to push our 
students to dedicate themselves to their relationship 
with God.  Once they experience personal growth in 
their spiritual walks, the doors will be opened for two  

more types of growth. 
 The second example of growth seen in this 
passage is fellowship growth.  The members of the early 
church built relationships with each other.  According 
to verses 45 and 46, early Christians were selling their 
possessions in order to help out their fellow Christians, 
and were meeting with other believers daily to simply 
eat together.  Early Christians invested time in each 
other and the fellowship of the early church blossomed 
tremendously.  This is something that would be awe-
some to see with our students.  I am going to strive to 
help each student build relationships with the other 
students, so that each student will know they have a 
support system made up of their peers right inside our 
church. 
 Lastly, the early church in Acts provides an 
example of numerical growth.  This is where a lot of 
people get uncomfortable.  So many of us bristle at the 
thought of talking about “numbers” in the church.  
However, Acts 2:47 reads, “and the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved.”  In 
other words, the early church grew personally, grew in 
fellowship, and then God caused them to grow in 
number.  I want to see that happen within our student 
ministry in 2020.  Each number is a soul.  Each number 
is valuable to God.  Each number has a purpose.  Each 
number needs the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and I 
want Bethany Student Ministries to actively reach out 
to other students and point them to the cross.  I think 
2020 is not only the time to start talking about num-
bers, it’s the time to start caring about numbers.  We 
can not control how students will respond to the 
gospel, but we can control what we are doing with the 
gospel, and in this new year, Bethany Student Ministries 
is going to take the gospel to our community.

~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

2020: A Year to Grow 



 The FBI Club continues to function well.  As a 
prayer partner, I enjoy the notes from Jessica.
 The Knowledge-A-Thon is Thursday, Febru-
ary 27th, and as before, Bethany has been asked to 
provide volunteers to question the students.  The 
KAT is the biggest fundraiser for the Alma Schrader 
P.T.O. and it prevents students from having to go 
door to door.  If you can volunteer from 8:15 am 
until approximately 11:00 am that morning, please 
let me know, so I can compile a list to turn in to 
Julia.
 On Friday, March 6th, we will be acknowl-
edged as Community Partners at the Good Citizen 
Assembly.  The NBA (never been absent) students 
for February will be honored.  It could include some 
AWANA kids and our FBI girls.
 On March 26th, the 4th grade musical pro-
gram will be held in conjunction with Alma 
Schrader’s 60th Anniversary Celebration.  The 
festivities will continue on Friday, March 27th, Alma 
Schrader Day! 
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving       ~Fran Austin

 November       December
   Avg. Enrolled: 96 Avg. Enrolled: 96
   Avg. Present: 69 Avg. Present: 64
   Total Visitors: 2 Total Visitors: 2
For the year of 2019, the average present was 69 and 
there were 49 total visitors.  Bethany is starting off the 
New Year right with increased attendance.  Hope we 
can keep up the trend and have a wonderful first 
quarter. Keep inviting and your investment will grow.  

Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Department 

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
February -March News

================================
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs and don’t forget to 

thank Him for His answers.
================================

I look forward to 2020 with great confidence and high expectations.  What a joy to work with our deacons 
Tommy Chadd, Joe Koch, and Richard Stout, as we increase in knowledge and truth under the leadership of 
Shawn and Ryan.

Bethany is a loving and giving church.  Our sponsorship of Alma Schrader continues to open doors; i.e. 
Fabulous Bible Investigators.  We are very supportive of our Cooperative Program, enjoy a leadership role in 
Cape Girardeau Baptist Association, and are blessed to have single alignment with our Missouri Baptist 
Convention as well as our Southern Baptist Convention.

Important dates to place on your personal calendar:

Lord’s Supper  Business Meeting  Peaceful Valley Camps
15 March   16 February    Youth - July 6-10
14 June   17 May    Overnight July 10-11
6 September   16 August    Girls - July 13-17
24 December  15 November   Boys - July 20-24

MBC    SBC   JOY     Easter Prayer Walk
October 26-27  June 8-10  2nd Thursday of Each Month April 11

Christmas Program  OCC Shoebox  Alma Schrader Knowledge-A-Thon
December 13   November 8   February 27

National Day of Prayer  Alma Schrader Good Citizen Assembly
May 7     March 6

I encourage each of us to be aware of the many areas of ministry that we have at Bethany.  I encourage 
you to become visible and measurable in Sunday School, Choir, AWANA, JOY, Greeter, 
Wednesday Bible Study and Prayer, Kitchen Committee, etc.  Find your place of service and 
be an active member of His church. 

100% of us were once children, right?  
 Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6. 
 Many of us had parents who made spiritual train-
ing a priority in the home. Some families attended 
church regularly. But there are children who do not get 
to learn about God’s love and Jesus Christ through 
church activities.  They are our mission field ready for 
harvest. (John 4:35) We have the privilege to impact 
children through Bethany KIDS, our children’s ministry. 
We can reach those children with the gospel and teach 
them Biblical truths through Kids Connection, AWANA 
Club, and FBI (Fabulous Bible Investigators).  When we 
share the gospel, lives are changed. 
 Interesting fact: 64% of people become 
Christians before age 18.
 In KIDS Connection on Sunday mornings, we 
study The Gospel Project, a Christ-centered ongoing 
Bible study that looks at the big picture of God's 
story…the story of redemption through Jesus Christ.
 AWANA Club gives children the opportunity to 
know, love, and serve Jesus through Bible study, scripture 
memorization, and missions.  During the month of 
February, the AWANA children will bring coins each 
week for a “Penny March”.  The money will be collected 
for baby supplies for Options for Women as a mission 
project. 
 FBI have learned the basics of the Bible and the 
plan of salvation has been shared.  They will soon be 
starting the Experiencing God Bible Study. 
 Pray for the children and their families.  Pray for 
the volunteers.
 Thank you and much appreciation to the volun-
teers who are so dedicated to Bethany KIDS.   Your love 
for children and willingness to share your time and effort 
will have eternal impact.
  

To God be the glory; great things He is doing! 
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director



We sometimes try to complicate the person of Jesus, but it is really as 
simple as ABC:

 He is; advocate, author, amen, alpha, ancient of days.
 He is; beginning, begotten, beloved, bread, and bridegroom.
 He is; captain, chief cornerstone, counselor, Christ.
 He is; deliverer, door, desire of all nations.
 He is; elect, everlasting father, Emmanuel.
 He is; finisher of our faith, friend, faithful witness, fountain.
 He is; God, gift, and guide, glorious Lord.
 He is; help, hope, horn of salvation, Holy, head of the church.
 He is; I am, inheritance, immortal, image of God.
 He is; Judah, judge, just, Jehovah, Jesus.
 He is; king, king of Israel, king of kings, king of glory.
 He is; life, light, love, lion, lamb, lawgiver, living stone, Lord.
 He is; messenger, master, Messiah, mighty God.
 He is; Nazarene. 
 He is; offspring of David, Omega, only begotten of God.
 He is; priest, Passover, prophet, prince of life, prince of peace.
 He is; quintessence of perfect manhood.
 He is; righteousness, ransom, refuge, rose of Sharon, redeemer.
 He is; stone, shepherd, Son of God, son on man, sacrifice, Savior.
 He is; teacher, truth, tabernacle, treasure, tree of life.
 He is; undefeated champion, unequaled hero.
 He is; victor, vicar, virgin born. 
 He is; witness, Word, way, wisdom, wonderful.
 He is; x-ray, revealing the heart of man to God.
 He is; Yahweh, the ever-existing God.
 He is; Zion’s great King.

Deacon Doug

VolunteersTellers

                 Ushers
February   March
Doug Austin   Doug Austin
Tommy Chadd   Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch    Joe Koch
Richard Stout   Richard Stout
Eric Claunch   David Hart
Alan Ervin    Bill Whitlock 

Van Drivers
February 2 Stan Seabaugh
February 9 Waunita VanDyke
February 16 Eric Claunch
February 23 Stan Seabaugh
March 1  Waunita VanDyke
March 8  Eric Claunch
March 15  Stan Seabaugh
March 22  Waunita VanDyke
March 29  Eric Claunch

Deacon of the Week
February 2 Tommy Chadd
February 9 Doug Austin
February 16 Joe Koch
February 23 Richard Stout
March 1  Doug Austin
March 8  Tommy Chadd
March 15  Joe Koch
March 22  Richard Stout
March 29  Doug Austin

February 3  Team 1
February 10  Team 2
February 18  Team 3
February 24  Team 4
March 2   Team 1
March 9   Team 2
March 16   Team 3
March 23   Team 4
March 30   Team 1

Tithes and Offering
December: $92,163.72
 January: $17,247.93






