
  Are you ready for Christmas?  I think I 
have been ready since June.  We do not want 
to wish our lives away, but sometimes it helps 
to have something to look forward to as we 
face difficult days.  Our society is becoming 
more chaotic.  People do not seem to know 
the difference between right and wrong.  
Thank the Lord that we have the Bible to 
speak truth into our lives in season and out of 
season (2 Timothy 4:1-5).
 The good news of Christmas is that 
God is with us.  Not only is He with us, but 
He is also for us.  Through the Holy Spirit, 
He is also in us and upon us.  He is our teach-
er and our guide.  We can read the Bible and 
understand it because we have a relationship 
with the Father through the Son.
 Do you participate in Sunday school, 
discipleship, prayer meetings, and worship?  
If not, I want to invite you to get involved.  
We have enjoyed using the Koinonia for our 
discipleship classes and prayer meetings.   
Hopefully, we will view Season 3 of The 
Chosen this coming year.  We have other excel-
lent studies as well.  You have a choice 
between Tuesdays at 9:00 AM, and Wednes-
days at 6:00 PM for discipleship and prayer.
 We are praising God for many 
answered prayers.  Several people on our 
prayer list were near death and Jesus healed 
them.  Others did leave this world for 
heaven, so we rejoice during our sorrow.  If 
you have a prayer request, please write it 

down and drop it in the offering plate or call us 
at the church office.
 You may know that I like setting goals.  
May we all strive to be more committed to 
Jesus this year.  Take time for daily Bible read-
ing and prayer.  Our Lord promises us that if 
we draw near to him, he will draw near to us 
(James 4:8).
 May 2022 be the year we become as 
obsessed with our spiritual health as we have 
been over our physical health during the pan-
demic.  May we avoid sin like a virus that can 
kill us.  We need to seek God’s wisdom for all 
areas of our lives.  Remember, every breath we 
take is a gift from God.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 
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          Sunday School 9:00am                       Tuesday                          
     Worship 10:30am          Discipleship Study 9:00am
          Choir Practice 5:00pm          Prayer Meeting 10:00am          
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                   Wednesday                            Thursday
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          assorted soups    
      pie filling                  
  mac & cheese
       crackers    
     
          January 
          peanut butter
        canned tomatoes   
             cereal              
               boxed stuffing mix
         canned chicken 

   Birthdays

January
Minji Lee    3
Maxine Simmons  3
Mary Hopkins   4
Barbara Osborne   4
Janie Thurman   4
Mary Wollard   6
Ken Morgan   10
Waunita VanDyke  10
Debbie Bowers   12
Margaret Mayfield  14
Joe Koch    21
Janet Whitlock   21
Trista Welch   23
Marge Hackney   25
Glen Becker   26
Carrie Johnson   28
Shirley Ellis   28
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December
Shirley Minton   9
Hannah Casey   10
Jeana Koch    13
Loretta Goodin   13
Randy Casey   13
Janice DeVore   14
Margaret Barks   15
Mary Lewis   15
Emily Orr    16
Wesley Kinder   19
Monte Thurman   19
Pam Jaco    22
Richard Stout   24
Mary Smith   25
Vivian (Tod) Jackson  25
Sharon Huffman   26
Teresa Becker   30
Torianna Dibert   31
Lucas Presson   31



 If you like historical 
fiction, “Veiled in Smoke” 
(Book 1 in the Windy City 
Saga) by Jocelyn Green is a 
must read! 
 The flames took 
so much.  She can’t 
lose her father as well. 
 Meg Townsend and 
her sister, Sylvie, seek a quiet existence managing the 
family bookshop.  Meg feels responsible for caring for 
their father, Stephen, whose spirit and health are both 
damaged from his time as a prisoner during the Civil 
War.  Her one escape is the paintings she creates and 
sells in the bookshop. 
 Then the Great Fire sweeps through Chicago’s 
business district.  The fiery explosions and chaos stir 
up memories of war for Stephen as he runs from the 
blaze and becomes separated from his daughters.  
Days later, when the smoke has cleared, Meg and 
Sylvie manage to reunite with him.  Their home and 
shop are lost, and what’s left among the ashes may be 
even more threatening than the flames, for they learn 
that a close friend was murdered the night of the 
fire–and Stephen has been charged with the crime. 
After he is committed to the Cook County Insane 
Asylum, where they cannot visit him, Stephen feels as 
lost to them as the shop that now lies in rubble.
 Though homeless and suddenly unemployed, 
Meg must not only gather the pieces of her shattered 
life but prove the truth of what happened that night, 
before the asylum truly drives her father mad.
 This book can be found in the Historical 
fiction section of the Library.  Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 

       Sunday School News         
 
              September 2021     
   
            Avg. Enrolled: 91  
              Avg. Present: 63  
                     Total Visitors: 7  

                         October 2021
  
            Avg. Enrolled: 91
            Avg. Present: 66
            Total Visitors: 14

The winter quarter is here!  Hope every-
one has a safe and wonderful holiday 
season.  Be sure to bring your family to 
Sunday school while they are here visiting 
for the holidays.  We love visitors!

God bless!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 As I look at the calendar, I can hardly 
believe that it is almost the middle of Decem-
ber already.  It seems like yesterday that I was 
sitting down to eat a big Thanksgiving meal, 
and now I’m a few weeks away from Christ-
mas. 
 Although it is very cliché of me to ask 
you to reflect on the true meaning of Thanks-
giving, I would like to take a few paragraphs 
to do just that.  I would also like to examine 
the Biblical importance of the purpose and 
meaning of one of our favorite holidays.
 The purpose of Thanksgiving is very 
self-explanatory.  It is a time to give thanks.  
Everyone knows and understands this, and 
most make a point to go around the table and 
ask everyone to share what they are thankful 
for, but how much effort do we really put 
into embodying the true spirit of Thanksgiv-
ing?  Do we really take time to be thankful, or 
do we simply go through the motions of what 
is expected of us, so that we don’t have to feel 
guilty about filling up on candied yams and 
mashed potatoes?
 How different would the holiday season 
be if we actually put into practice the purpose 
of our Thanksgiving holiday?  How different 
would your life be if you continued to prac-
tice it throughout the year, and not just 
during the holiday season?  The Bible speaks 
to both of these questions in the book of 
Philippians. 

 Philippians 4:6 reads “do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving in your 
hearts let your requests be made known to 
God.”  I can not possibly think of a better 
verse to describe the impact that a thankful 
heart can have on our lives.  This verse tells us 
how we can fight against anxiety and worry in 
our lives, and right in the middle of the verse 
we read the phrase “with thanksgiving in your 
hearts”. 
 When we allow thanksgiving to permeate 
our hearts and lives then we simultaneously allow 
our mindset to shift off ourselves and onto our 
Savior.  When we are focused on God’s saving 
grace, His never ending mercy, and His perfect, 
unconditional love, we allow no room for Satan to 
attack us with worry or anxiety.
 The result of this new mindset is summed 
up in verse 7: “And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  Take time to 
allow an attitude of thanksgiving to enter your 
heart and enjoy the peace of God in your life this 
holiday season and beyond.      
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 
Don’t Worry, Be Happy Thankful



 The Alma Schrader ministry was quite 
active in October.  We finally received the list of 
staff members.  I want to thank Kay Adams, 
Debbie Bowers, Resa Ervin, and Mary Rollins 
for helping me prepare the birthday cards.  They 
are delivered during the week of the birthdays.
 We purchased and delivered 12 gallons of 
apple cider and 500 cups for their fall parties.  
When I asked if they needed volunteers to help 
serve, I was told they had a long list of parents 
eager to help.  Consequently, Pastor Shawn was 
allowed to assist at Annalise’s party.  I hope you 
saw Alma Schrader’s Thank You in the bulletin 
for the cider and cups.  They really appreciate 
all the little things.
 Special thanks to Mary Hitt, Lou Jausel, 
Donna Johnson, and Robin Oberle who are 
working on Christmas cards.
 I really am blessed by all the help and 
support you provide.  Keep praying for our 
ministry as we look for other opportunities to 
serve. 
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving~Fran Austin

       

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com
December - January News

 

Eight Things We Learn in 
Children Ministry as Leaders

1) It’s all about God.  Children ministry is a high 
priority for the church but God is the top priority.  All 
activities should point children to God and focus on 
Biblical truths and the Gospel.
2) We should spend more time praying than 
planning.  Commit to the Lord whatever you do and 
He will establish your plans.  Proverbs 16:3   Prayer 
lines up our planning with the mind and heart of God.  
We need His direction.
3) We learn when we teach.  Yes, we miss out not 
being in adult Bible study but as we prepare lessons and 
activities and then teach them, we learn so much!!!
4) We learn from the children.  We see things from 
a child’s view and what is important to them.  We expe-
rience their excitement and curiosity.  They enjoy shar-
ing what they know and asking questions.  
5) Children are listening even when they don’t 
seem to be.  They remember more than we think they 
do.  What a thrill to hear children list the fruit of the 
Spirit during Pastor Shawn’s sermon recently!
6) Don’t be so concerned about numbers and 
results.  Sow seeds, water and nurture those seeds.  
Leave the results up to God.  
7) God always provides.  When we are short on 
volunteers, God energizes us to handle the increased 
responsibilities and/or fills the gaps with willing work-
ers.  Be flexible.  Expect the unexpected.  
8) Time flies when we are having fun!  If the 
leaders are having fun and are excited about learning the 
Bible, the children will too. 
 Stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give your-
selves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain.  1 Corinthians 15:58
Looking forward to God’s blessings in 2022,
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more 
as you see the Day approaching.”

Personal contact with other Christians is not merely suggested by the Bible, it is com-
manded.  Growth in our faith is greatly influenced by having other Christian exam-
ples around us.

This was written, by Paul, to a group of Christians who had experienced a difficult strug-
gle with many sufferings. (Sound Familiar?)  The joy of their salvation appeared to be 
wavering, and they needed encouragement to prevent them from “falling away.”  Hold 
fast without wavering, do not lose your confidence, do not shrink back, and do 
not forsake!  Paul was encouraging them to grow closer together, figure out ways to 
rekindle the desire in each other, and to not turn away from the church and their “to-
getherness.”

Does this passage mean the church should meet together, gather together, assemble 
together, and worship together?  Absolutely!  That is what it means to be the “church.”  
It means we are a group of people who have been gathered together by Jesus and we 
make it our custom to gather together regularly to encourage each other.  Being 
together with our church family should be of utmost importance to us.

I believe when we focus on “forsake not the assembling of ourselves together,” more 
people will desire to come together.



 
A Note From Your Treasurer

 

If you would like your end-of-year contribu-
tions to count for 2021, they must be 
turned in no later than Thursday, Decem-
ber 30th.  Since our church office will be 
closed the week between Christmas and 
New Year’s Day, they must be in the Decem-
ber 26th offering or mailed to the church 
office by December 30th.  Please do not 
place them in the mailbox.  That is both unsafe 
and illegal.

Please Note:  For those giving online 
via our website or app, if you would 

like your end-of-year contributions to 
count for 2021, they must be submit-

ted no later than Monday, 
December 27th.

Volunteers

Tellers

Van Drivers
December 5 Eric Claunch
December 12 Eric Claunch
December 19 Eric Claunch
December 26 Eric Claunch
January  2 Eric Claunch
January   9 Eric Claunch
January   16 Eric Claunch
January  23 Eric Claunch
January  30 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

Bill Adams

December 6  Team 1
December 13  Team 2
December 20  Team 3
December 27  Team 4
January   3  Team 1
January   10  Team 2
January   19  Team 3
January   24  Team 4
January   31  Team 1

Tithes and Offering
October: $24,037.17

November: $22,880.70

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Eric Claunch
Joe Koch

Richard Stout
Bill Adams 


