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 If you are like me, I have been looking 
forward to 2020 for years.  It seemed like 
such an exciting thing, welcoming a new 
decade, and the connection to 2020 goals.  
However, this has been a difficult year on 
many levels.  COVID-19 has been a serious 
health risk that has taken many lives.  It has 
been used as a political tool to disrupt a 
presidential election and allow power 
hungry politicians to place restrictions on 
Americans.  I am against the government 
shutting down the churches.  This is some-
thing that is not done in other countries and 
should have never happened in America 
considering the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.
 When we cancelled services, it was 
our own decision and was made for the 
health and safety of our members and 
guests.  Now that flu season is upon us once 
again, we have decided to streamline some 
of our services to limit exposure.  Many of 
our members have chosen to stay home and 
watch our Sunday morning worship service 
on Facebook live, or our website, 
www.bethanybc.net.  As of the time of this 
writing, we have decided to cancel Sunday 
night worship, and leave Sunday School up 
to the individual classes to decide whether 
to meet.  While we will continue AWANA 
and FBI, we will not have Bible Study and 
Prayer for adults on Wednesday nights until   

further notice.  We want to protect the most 
vulnerable of our members.
 I am praying that you have a merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year.  We will 
make plans again this year, just as we did last 
year.  We do not know the future, but God 
does.  We want to take all the proper precau-
tions, yet still live life to the fullest.  If you 
are afraid of death, we would like an opportu-
nity to share the Gospel with you.  It is 
normal to want to live.  We need to serve the 
Lord, and trust God to fulfill his purpose for 
us.  Matthew 16:25 says, “For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.” 
 Let us be sure to reach out to one 
another.  Ministry is more complicated with 
fewer opportunities to meet in person.  I have 
always heard that two weeks away from 
church is enough for people to get out of the 
habit of going.  I pray that our members will 
come back soon.  Please consider this news-
letter as a personal note to you.  We care 
about you and welcome you to come and 
worship with us in person when you are 
ready.  Remember, I say this in love, if you 
can shop in person, you can worship in 
person.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 

1712 Randol Ave. 
Cape Girardeau, MO  63701

Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:

               Sunday                               Wednesday
        Sunday School 9:00am                   AWANA 6:00pm 
 Worship 10:30am      Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
             FBI 3:00pm                                  Youth 6:00pm
 Worship 6:00pm                               

                              Tuesday or Thursday 
                                 College Bible Study 7:00pm
            (Contact pastorryan@bethanybc.net for day & time)
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F.I.S.H.
December January
assorted soups      peanut butter
pie filling    canned tomatoes
macaroni & cheese  cereal
crackers    boxed stuffing mix
     canned chickenDecember

Shirley Minton   9
Hannah Casey   10
Shirlene Riley   11
Jeana Koch    13
Loretta Goodin   13
Randy Casey   13
Janice DeVore   14
Margaret Barks   15
Mary Lewis   15
Emily Orr    16
Wesley Kinder   19
Richard Stout   24
Mary Smith   25
Vivian (Tod) Jackson  25
Torianna Dibert   31
Lucas Presson   31

January
Minji Lee    3
Maxine Simmons  3
Mary Hopkins   4
Barbara Osborne   4
Mary Wollard   6
Ken Morgan   10
Waunita VanDyke  10
Debbie Bowers   12
Margaret Mayfield  14
Joe Koch    21
Janet Whitlock   21
Trista Welch   23
Marge Hackney   25
Carrie Johnson   28
Shirley Ellis   28

Connect.  Serve.



 If you like histori-
cal fiction and romance, 
“A Secret Courage” by 
Tricia Goyer is a must 
read!  
 American Emma
Hanson came to England
to study at Oxford, but 
joined the Women’s Auxillary Air Force at 
the height of World War II.  She is stationed 
at beautiful and historic Danesfield House 
west of London as part of the highly secre-
tive Photographic Reconnaissance Unit.
 Englishman Will Fleming is a handsome 
young artist who has been commissioned by 
the British government to record the chang-
ing landscape in paintings.  His path inter-
sects with Emma’s when his real mission−
tracking Nazi spies−leads him to Danesfield 
House, the target of a sinister plot.  
 Emma and Will become friends, but 
neither can reveal the true nature of their 
assignment.  Can their relationship grow 
amid such secrecy?  And can Will save 
Danesfield House−and Emma and her 
coworkers−before it’s too late?  
 This book is recommended by Delma 
Loftis and can be found in the Historical 
section of the Library.  Enjoy! 
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
 Miss seeing all of you together at the 
monthly meetings!  I’m holding onto hope that we 
will be able to resume JOY Lunch at some point 
in 2021.  For right now, the most important thing 
is that you all stay safe and healthy.  For a few 
years before my mom passed away in 2018, she 
would always say she was ready to go home when-
ever the Lord was ready to take her.  While I 
wanted my mom to be in a perfect, beautiful 
mansion with no sickness or pain, I wasn’t ready 
to let her go.  When your kids are telling you to 
stay home because 
they don’t want 
you to be exposed 
to COVID-19, I 
know it can be 
annoying, just 
remember that 
they love you and 
want you with 
them as long as 
possible. 
 I’ll leave 
you with a favorite Christmas candy recipe.

Rolo Pretzel Delights
You’ll need small pretzels, pecan halves or M&Ms, 
and Rolo chocolate covered caramel candies. 
Directions:
Lay pretzels on cookie sheet lined with parchment 
paper.  Top each pretzel with an unwrapped Rolo 
candy and bake in the oven at 250ºF for 3 to 5 min-
utes.  Press pecan or M&M onto Rolo candy.  Let 
cool.
God Bless!              ~Tracey Fish

 The leaves have changed and have mostly 
fallen.  Daylight has started to run out in the 
early evening.  Don’t let the relatively warm 
temperatures fool you.  The holiday season is 
finally here. 
 The year 2020 has certainly been event-
ful.  We have all witnessed and experienced 
circumstances that we likely never imagined we 
would face.  Restaurants and stores closed 
down.  Even churches had to shut their doors.  
For a while, it seemed like the streets were 
barren.  Our community seemed like a ghost 
town. 
 Though we are still not quite back to 
what we have come to know and remember as 
being normal, our country has taken strides to 
return to the days of old that so many of us 
long for: the days of 2019.  Most restaurants 
and stores are once again open for business, 
though I still am not able to enjoy a McDouble 
within the comfort of the corner booth inside 
my local McDonald’s.  Our churches have 
reopened.  Traffic is even back to what we are 
used to. 
 As things are gradually returning to 
normal, we are approaching the end of this 
year’s calendar.   What a delight it will be to 
welcome in the year 2021. 
 However, we still have to get through the 
holiday season before we change our calendars, 
and this holiday season especially, we need to 
make sure we are focused.
 It can be so easy to switch our lives into

cruise control for the month of December, and 
with the difficulties that we have all faced this 
year, coasting through the holidays will be even 
more tempting than usual, but we cannot fall 
into that trap, Christians.  This holiday season, 
we have a responsibility to our community that 
must be fulfilled.  We must stay focused on the 
Gospel.
 It is well known that December is a big 
month in terms of church attendance.  People 
come to church around Christmas.  That is 
certainly no secret.  This is where our responsi-
bility comes in.  We anticipate every year to 
have guests around Christmas.  We expect to 
see new faces in our church in December, and 
we will.  Knowing this, we have to be prepared 
for those guests.  We do this by staying focused 
on the Gospel. 
 This has been a year of distractions.  We 
have seen a pandemic, an economic shutdown, 
and a presidential election all in one year.  We 
have seen riots, mass violence, and division rip 
through our country.  Christians have been 
pulled in different directions toward different 
issues all year long, but for the rest of the year 
only one thing matters: the Gospel. We will 
have plenty of opportunities to share the 
Gospel throughout the holidays. My challenge 
to you, Christian, is to stay focused on the 
Gospel for the rest of the year, and pray that 
God would use you to share the Gospel in this 
holiday season. 
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 Focus 



 In my last article, I requested help with 
Christmas cards.  I was thrilled to have several 
volunteers, many of whom had prepared birth-
day cards.  Special thanks go to the following 
volunteers for doing this year’s Christmas 
cards:  Barbara Blair, Resa Ervin, Mary Hitt, 
and Mary Rollins.  Sunday night, we received a 
request for Bethany to write appreciation cards 
for some of the Alma Schrader staff members.  
Since the time window was so short, Doug and 
I took care of it.  However, I am sure if I had 
asked for help, you would have been there for 
us.  Continue to pray for all the students and 
teachers in all the schools.  Hopefully, the 
winter break will help slow down the escala-
tion of the virus.  The FBI girls have prayer 
partners now.  Pray for all the ladies who are 
having a positive influence on these girls.
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving      ~Fran 

          September            October
    Avg. Enrolled: 90  Avg. Enrolled: 87
    Avg. Present: 48  Avg. Present: 46
    Total Visitors: 3  Total Visitors: 2

Winter quarter is here!  The new books have 
arrived, and we are ready to start the new quar-
ter.  There is always room for more, so please 
invite and bring friends.  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com
December - January News

 2020 has been a year like no other.  Our country experienced a once-in-a-
lifetime pandemic, causing untold human suffering and death.  The Coronavirus pan-
demic strained health systems beyond any time in history.  On March 11, 2020, the 
Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) was declared a pandemic by the World 
Health Organization.  On March 13, 2020, a national emergency was declared in the 
United States concerning COVID-19.  The question is what do we do during 
these times and challenges?
 In challenging times our work does not stop.  Ronnie Floyd, President 
and CEO of our SBC Executive Committee, shared his thoughts on “Advancing the 
Kingdom” recently in the fall issue of SBC Life.  I took the liberty of directing some 
of his thoughts specifically to Bethany.
 Missionaries are still on the field, both overseas and in North America.  Semi-
nary students are still being trained for missions and ministry.  Our work together 
at Bethany in support of our Cooperative Program, Cape Girardeau Bap-
tist Association, MBC, SBC, VBS, Global Hunger Relief, Operation Christ-
mas Child, AWANA, FBI, The Lighthouse Baptist Collegiate Ministry, 
Alma Schrader, Options for Women, and Disaster Relief are all still alive 
and active!  This is who we are.  This is what we do TOGETHER!
 It is imperative to be clear; we will not retreat, throw in a towel, or raise 
a white flag of surrender because of the very real threat of COVID-19.  
 As people of God, we are under a divine call and mandate:  Reach every 
person for Jesus in every town, every city, every state, and every nation.  
We have the Good News for the whole world.
 I miss you and the fellowship we enjoyed when we assembled, together, with all 
members and visitors to worship.

 Christmastime is here!  And so begins the 
hubbub of shopping, decorating, baking cookies, and 
late nights of present wrapping before getting together 
with family and friends.  We’re busy and stressed!  
What a way to celebrate the birth of Jesus, huh?  It can 
get frustrating.  How can you keep your focus on 
the real meaning of Christmas?  Many tradi-
tions can teach children (and adults, too) the 
real meaning of Christmas.
 Put together a nativity scene.  Buy or make 
one that is kid-proof, so children can handle it and play 
with it.  Use it as you read the Christmas story in the 
Bible to help children have an interactive understand-
ing of the characters they’re reading about.
 Enjoy the surprise of an advent calendar.  
Choose one that is based on the birth of Jesus with tiny 
objects that represent the real meaning of Christmas.
 Be intentional with Christmas cards.  
When shopping for cards, challenge your children to 
pick the best one that brings attention to Jesus’ birth.
 Give and receive gifts.  Christmas began 
with a gift—God gave His one and only Son.  How can 
the Santa tradition teach children the real meaning of 
Christmas?  Do research and teach children that 
St. Nicholas was a real, very generous, Christian man.  
Let every Santa you see be a reminder that gifts 
received and gifts given to others represent the love 
and generosity God showed us in His gift of Jesus.  
 Attend Christmas service. Celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, the real reason for the season. 
(Excerpts from ”Traditions that Teach Kids the 
Real Meaning of Christmas”  by Samantha Lowe)
Come enjoy the AWANA Christmas Program on 

Wednesday, December 16th at 6:00 pm! 
 To God be the glory! 
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director



A Note From Your Treasurer
 

If you would like your end-of-year contribu-
tions to count for 2020, it must be turned 
in no later than Thursday, December 31st.  
Our church office will be closed the entire week 
of Christmas, but there will be opportuni-
ties to drop it by during the last week of 
December.  Of course, it can always be 
mailed but please do not place it in the mail-
box.  That is both unsafe and illegal.

 

Please Note:  For those giving online 
via our website or app, if you would 

like your end-of-year contributions to 
count for 2020, it must be submitted 

no later than Thursday, 
December 24th.

Volunteers

Tellers                 Ushers
December   January
Tommy Chadd  Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch    Joe Koch
Richard Stout   Richard Stout
Eric Claunch   Eric Claunch
Mike Bowers   Bill Whitlock
    

Van Drivers
December 6 Waunita VanDyke
December 13 Waunita VanDyke
December 20 Eric Claunch
December 27 Eric Claunch
January 3  Waunita VanDyke
January 10 Waunita VanDyke
January 17 Eric Claunch
January 24 Eric Claunch
January 31 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

December 7 Team 1
December 14 Team 2
December 21 Team 3
December 28 Team 4
January 4  Team 1
January 11 Team 2
January 19 Team 3
January 25 Team 4

Tithes and Offering
October: $18,290.00

 November: $26,806.27


