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  We are finishing up our summer activi-
ties and returning to our regular schedule.  
Our discipleship series will continue Tuesday 
mornings and Wednesday nights.  We are 
currently viewing “The Chosen” and taking 
time for discussion questions at the end of 
each episode.  The stories are embellished to 
develop the characters and inspire the imagi-
nation, and as such, the series is not a substi-
tute for Bible study.  However, I have a per-
sonal connection to such Bible-based dra-
matic productions. 
 When I was 12 years old, I watched a 
television series depicting the life and minis-
try of Jesus the week before Easter.  On 
Thursday of that week in the series, Jesus told 
Nicodemus that, “Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  At 
that moment I came to realize that I had not 
prayed and asked Jesus to save me.  I thought 
about sins I had committed, and I asked Jesus 
to forgive me and to save me.  I committed 
my life to him alone in my living room.  I 
made a profession of faith and was baptized 
that Easter Sunday.  God can use any means 
he chooses to draw men, women, boys, and 
girls to himself.  To God be the glory!  
 Many people participated in our Sunday 
Evening Sing to conclude the month of July.  
We are restarting choir practice on Sunday 
nights and resuming evening worship ser-
vices.  It is a blessing to be part of a church 
that offers our members an opportunity to 

participate in music as well as other areas of 
ministry.  We had a good summer with an 
amazing Vacation Bible School and magnificent 
Wacky Wednesdays.  God has blessed us with a 
wonderful opportunity to grow our children’s 
ministry through AWANA.  We are gearing up 
for another great year of FBI for third and 
fourth grade girls.  Our youth and student 
ministries are thriving as well.
 I am grateful for our Bethany family who 
worked hard at Peaceful Valley Camp in July.  
Every year we know that children are forever 
changed by their experience at camp.  I love 
the fact that the distractions of technology and 
television are removed for a week, and young 
people can think about their relationship with 
Jesus.  We celebrate the number of salvations, 
and know there are many other spiritual deci-
sions to live in obedience to Christ.
 Are you excited about what God is doing 
in our church?  We serve a mighty God who 
can do wonders.  Our purpose is to glorify 
Him and point people to Jesus so they will be 
saved.  Invest in someone’s life so that he or she 
may come to know Jesus.  Invite that person to 
become a follower of Jesus and part of our 
church.  Keep witnessing, even if you do not 
see the results.  God’s Word never returns 
void—it never fails.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 
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Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:
                                                 
                       Sunday                         
          Sunday School 9:00am                           Tuesday                          
     Worship 10:30am             Discipleship Study 9:00am
          Choir Practice 5:00pm             Prayer Meeting 10:00am          
     Worship 6:00pm                          
                                         Thursday 
                   Wednesday                   FBI Club (Starts 9/16/21)
  AWANA (Starts 9/1/21) 6:00pm         3:30pm to 5:00pm 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
                Youth 6:00pm                  Contact
                                                pastorryan@bethanybc.net for day  
            & time each week of  College Bible Study      
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F.I.S.H.
August

 canned spaghetti sauce    
   fruit cocktail                  
    canned tuna    
     spaghetti/egg noodles
     bars of soap

       September 
canned chicken & dumplings/stew
       crackers   
     boxed stuffing mix   
          powdered milk 

August
Donna Johnson  2
David Hart   3
Allie Tillotson  4
Ann Burchyett  7
Justine Watson  13 
Kassie Upchurch 17
Tara Ford   19
Mark Slinkard  19
Don Presson  21
Jason Huskey  23
Betty Jean Brown 26
Marissa Pardue  27
Justin Gilliland  29
Rosanna Woods  31

September
Jan Van Es   5
Connie Gorham  9
Ashley Casey  9
KeShaunna Jones 11
Steve Johnson  13
Alan Ervin   16
Debbie Kinder  16
Kelly Miller  17
Randy Blair  18
Susan Baugher  25
Sharon Ford  26
Don Pardue  26
Daren Langston  29

   Birthdays

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like history, 
“All the Gallant Men” by 
Donald Stratton and Ken
Gire is a must read!  
 At 8:10 a.m. on 
December 7, 1941, 
Seaman First Class   
Donald Stratton was 
consumed by an inferno.  
A million pounds of 
explosives had detonated 
beneath his battle station aboard the USS Arizona, 
barely fifteen minutes into Japan’s surprise attack 
on American forces at Pearl Harbor.  Near death 
and burned across two-thirds of his body, Don, a 
nineteen-year-old Nebraskan who had been 
steeled by the Great Depression and Dust Bowl, 
summoned the will to haul himself hand over hand 
across a rope tethered to a neighboring vessel.  
Forty-five feet below, the harbor’s flaming, oil-
slick water boiled with enemy bullets; all around 
him the world tore itself apart.
 In this extraordinary, never-before-told 
eyewitness account of the Pearl Harbor attack, the 
only memoir ever written by a survivor of the 
USS Arizona, ninety-five-year-old veteran Donald 
Stratton finally shares his unforgettable personal 
tale of bravery and survival on December 7, 1941, 
his harrowing recovery, and his inspiring determi-
nation to return to the fight.  
 This book is recommended by me and can 
be found in the Biography section of the Library.  
Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 

       Sunday School News         
 
                    May 2021     
    
            Avg. Enrolled: 85  
              Avg. Present: 60  
                     Total Visitors: 1  

                             June 2021
  
            Avg. Enrolled: 84
            Avg. Present: 62
             Total Visitors: 6

Wow, the summer quarter is almost over, 
but we are ready for the fall quarter!  Please 
remember to invite your friends and family to 
Sunday School.

God bless!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 In the book of Lamentations, the prophet 
Jeremiah expresses a wide array of emotions.  The 
predominant emotion in the book is, of course, 
lament; however in the midst of a lengthy, under-
lying state of lament, Jeremiah manages to 
express other emotions and even portray positive 
feelings and experiences.  For many of us, our 
circumstances often define our temperament.  In 
the third chapter of Lamentations, Jeremiah 
describes how he overcame this issue in his own 
life and how we can do the same.
 In Lamentations 3:20, Jeremiah writes:  
“My soul continually remembers it and is bowed 
down within me.”  At that moment, there was 
something going on in Jeremiah’s life that he felt 
he could not escape.  He said that he was 
reminded of it continually.  No matter what 
Jeremiah tried to do, his emotional and mental 
state was tied to a source of affliction in his life.  
In verse 20, Jeremiah is a prisoner of his own 
mind.
 In our lives, we often have to endure 
circumstances that seem insurmountable.  It is 
not uncommon for these difficult seasons to span 
several months, or even years.  Though our diffi-
culties may not always be at the forefront 
throughout these seasons, it may seem as though 
there is no escaping the mental and emotional 
effect that our trials have on us, much like what 
Jeremiah is feeling in Lamentations 3:20.  The 
good news, however, is that Jeremiah kept writ-
ing. 
 Verse 21 starts out with a very important 
word:  “but”.  By starting out the verse in this 
manner, Jeremiah is indicating to us that the tide 

is turning.  Whereas he was a prisoner of his own 
mind and emotions, a change is taking place.  
Jeremiah has found the key and escaped his mental 
captivity.  He writes:  “But this I call to mind, and 
therefore I have hope.”  In order to change his 
mental state, Jeremiah had to change his focus.  In 
verse 20, Jeremiah was constantly reminded of 
the affliction he was facing.  His focus at all times 
was the difficulty in his life.  Would you believe 
that what we choose to focus our minds on has a 
major influence on our thoughts and emotions?  
In verse 21, Jeremiah tells us that he has changed 
his focus and managed to find hope as a result.  
The question now becomes:  What did Jeremiah 
focus on that brought him a new hope?  For this 
answer we simply keep reading.
 Verses 22 and 23 read, “the steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness.”  This is what Jeremiah called to mind 
in verse 21.  This is what became his focus.  
Instead of looking at the problems in front of him, 
he chose to look at the mercies of God all around 
him.  Jeremiah was reminded of the power, love, 
and faithfulness of God.  He was reminded that 
every morning God had new mercy waiting for 
him.  He was reminded that God is more than 
enough.  Suddenly, the weight of Jeremiah’s 
circumstances was taken off his shoulders.  He had 
hope in the midst of affliction because he had been 
reminded that God is more than enough.
 Take some time today to be reminded that 
God is more than enough for you.      
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 More Than Enough 



 By the time you read this, we will be days 
away from the beginning of the 2021-2022 
school year.  Bethany’s first ministry to Alma 
Schrader will be our financial gift to help pro-
vide school supplies for staff and students.  
Special thanks to all who donated to this fund.  
We will also be addressing, signing, and deliv-
ering birthday cards to the entire staff.  We are 
hoping there will be an open house so we can 
see all the improvements that have been made.  
Keep Debbie, Donna, and Emily in your 
prayers as they gear up for another year of FBI 
(Fabulous Bible Investigators) Ministry 
opportunities.  If you can assist with birthday 
cards, Christmas cards, or upcoming events, 
please contact me.  We will need help with 
birthday cards before school starts. 
 
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving~Fran Austin

       

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com
August - September News

 

 Wow!  Summer is going by so quickly!  At Rocky 
Railway VBS, we made some new friends and had a lot 
of fun learning that Jesus’ power pulls us through life’s 
challenges.  As of August 1st, Bethany KIDS have read 
116 books for the Summer Reading Challenge.  The 
goal is 100 books by August 8th, so they have definitely 
earned a celebration!  On Wacky Wednesdays, chil-
dren built giant paper airplanes, played sit-down volley-
ball and hockey (Sounds interesting, doesn’t it?), made 
glow-in-the-dark sensory bottles that looked like fireflies, 
sang songs around a campfire, and played water games.  
There were Bible lessons that related to these activities 
each week.  This is the first time in years that we have had 
girls and boys going to the Peaceful Valley Camps.  I 
can’t wait to hear about their adventures and experi-
ences.  KIDS Church will resume on August 1st for 
children age 3 through 2nd grade with engaging activities 
that relate to the lesson taught during Sunday School.  
 School will be back in session in a few weeks and 
that means AWANA and FBI will get started.  The 
AWANA Kickoff will be on Wednesday, September 1st, 
at 6:00 pm.  It will include AWANA registration, meet-
ing the leaders, and fun and games for the whole family.  
AWANA Club begins Wednesday, September 8th, from 
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.
 FBI (Fabulous Bible Investigators) is an 
after-school Bible study on Thursdays from 3:30 pm to 
5:00 pm for 3rd and 4th grade girls.  It will begin on 
Thursday, September 16th.
 How can you help?  I’m glad you asked!  Pray 
continually!  Volunteer...you will be blessed!  
Invite and/or bring children…relatives, friends, 
and  neighbors!
 Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.  Proverbs 22:6

To God be the glory!
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director

Seven Common Comments Non-Christians Make About Christians
1.  Christians are against more things than they are for.  “It just seems to me that Christians are 
mad at the world and mad at each other.  They are so negative that they seem unhappy.  I have no desire 
to be like them and stay upset all the time.”
2.  I would like to develop a friendship with a Christian.  “I’m really interested in what they 
believe and how they carry out their beliefs.  I wish I could find a Christian that would be willing to 
spend some time with me.”
3.  I would like to learn about the Bible from a Christian.  “The Bible really fascinates me, but I 
don’t want to go to a stuffy and legalistic church to learn about it.  It would be nice if a Christian invited 
me to study the Bible in his home or at a place like Starbucks.”
4.  I do not see much difference in the way Christians live compared to others.  “I really 
can’t tell what a Christian believes because he doesn’t seem much different than other people I know.  
The only exception would be Mormons.  They really seem to take their beliefs seriously.”
5.  I wish I could learn to be a better husband, wife, dad, mom, etc., from a Christian.  “My 
wife is threatening to divorce me, and I think she means it this time.  My neighbor is a Christian, and he 
seems to have it together.  I may swallow my pride and ask him to help me.”
6.  Some Christians try to act like they have no problems.  “Harriet works in my department.  
She is one of those Christians who seem to have a mask on.  I would respect her more if she did not put 
on such an act.  I know better.”
7.  I wish a Christian would take me to their church.  “I really would like to visit a church, but 
I’m not particularly comfortable going by myself.  What is weird is that I am 32 years old, and I’ve never 
had a Christian invite me to church in my entire life.”

Jesus said it clearly:  “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few.   Therefore, pray 
to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” (Luke10:2, HCSB).

 



Debbie Bowers, Emily Orr, and seven FBI (Fabulous Bible Investigators), 
including our own Hannah Casey, were at Girls Camp July 19th through 23rd.  
We had a great volunteer group at Peaceful Valley on Wednesday, July 21st.  The 
Austins, Mike Bowers, our own Jeremiah Johnson, Lou Jausel, and Marilyn Nally 
helped prepare food and did clean-up for three meals.  We had two boys, Mike 
Bowers, and Jeremiah Johnson at Boys Camp July 26th through July 30th.  You pro-
vided scholarships for the seven girls and two boys.  Thank you for your gener-
osity!  We used all the funds that had been donated, so prayerfully consider giving a 
full ($135.00) or partial scholarship for the 2022 camps.  Souls are saved at 
Peaceful Valley!        ~Doug & Fran Austin

Volunteers

Tellers

Van Drivers
August 1  Waunita VanDyke
August 8  Waunita VanDyke
August 15  Eric Claunch
August 22 Eric Claunch
August 29 Eric Claunch
September 5 Waunita VanDyke
September 12 Waunita VanDyke
September 19 Eric Claunch
September 26 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Doug Austin

Joe Koch
Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout

August 2   Team 3
August 9   Team 4
August 16   Team 1
August 23  Team 2
August 30  Team 3
September 8  Team 4
September 13  Team 1
September 20  Team 2
September 27  Team 3

Tithes and Offering
June: $24,630.01
July: $18,832.67

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Eric Claunch
Joe Koch

Richard Stout


