
  “Spring Into Worship” was a huge success!      
I hope to see more members and guests in wor-
ship over the next several months.  Research has 
shown that growing churches have members 
who invite others to church.  Are you inviting 
friends and family to attend Bethany Baptist 
Church?
 As you may be aware, we have put some 
advertisements on the radio for our church.  
Many people listen to KZIM in the morning on 
the way to work.  May God use those spots 
made by Bethany members to encourage people 
to go to church.  Although we are speaking 
about our church, I have heard in the past that 
people who attended other churches were 
inspired to become more involved in their 
places of worship after hearing one of our ads. 
 If you get The Pathway, the Missouri Bap-
tist Convention newspaper, you will have seen a 
feature story on our church.  This came out of 
the blue, we did not ask our state paper to run 
this story.  I enjoyed spending time on the tele-
phone with Vicki Stamps discussing all the areas 
of ministry in which Bethany Baptist Church is 
involved.
 It is important to talk about the work that 
we are doing as a church.  Unfortunately, if 
people do not know we have a certain ministry, 
they will assume we do not have it.  If a member 
of Bethany Baptist Church is engaged in a minis-
try but doesn’t promote or talk about it, then no 
one may know that Bethany is involved in that 
ministry.  We need to be more like the Apostle 
Paul.  His boasting was in the Lord, and he 
spoke about the work he was doing to inspire

other Christians to follow his example.
 There are many wonderful parachurch 
ministries and Christian organizations to whom 
we can give our time and money.  However, the 
work we do here at Bethany Baptist Church is as 
important.  God wants us to be good stewards of 
what he has provided.  Our denomination never 
asks for church members to give their tithes to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter offering.  The expec-
tation is that special gifts are given over and above 
our weekly tithe.  We give our tithes to the gener-
al budget of the church, then money above that 
amount is given to special funds or seasonal offer-
ings as we feel led to give.
 Are you totally committed to Bethany 
Baptist Church?  Do you give of your time, 
talents, and treasures to support the work of the 
ministry?  Are you holding back for a particular 
reason?  Sometimes we let other activities crowd 
out our time for worship.  At times we fail to 
exercise our talents because no one asks us to 
serve.  People withhold money because of fear 
that God will not provide to meet their financial 
needs.
 May God bless you as you seek to grow in 
your Christian faith.  Let the motto, “Spring Into 
Worship,” not be something we did once a long 
time ago.  May that phrase remind us of our 
daily goal to become active in our faith, obedi-
ence, and our stewardship.  Worship is a way of 
life, not just something we do one hour a week.
I love His church! 
Pastor Shawn 

1712 Randol Ave. 
Cape Girardeau, MO  63701

Contact/Online Info:

  Church Office                Website 
   (573)335-8622                      bethanybc.net
                                             (or www.bethanybc.net)                                 
  
  Fax                                    Facebook
  (573)335-8807                       @bethanybaptistcape

  E-mail             YouTube Channel
  office@bethanybc.net          Bethany Baptist Church
                                                     Cape Girardeau

Weekly Schedule:
                Sunday                                 Tuesday 
          Sunday School 9:00am        Discipleship Study 9:00am  
              Worship 10:30am              Prayer Meeting 10:00am
  Choir Practice 11:45am or 5pm    VBS Decorating Team 
              Worship 6:00pm           6:00pm Starting 4/19/22   
                                                                                                                                
     Wednesday                              Thursday
 AWANA  6:00pm (Ends 5/4/22)   FBI Club (3rd & 4th)
  Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm          3:20pm to 5:00pm        
                 Youth 6:00pm                           Ends 5/1/22
                   Please Note:
                    If interested in College Bible Study      
                        contact ryanwelch5@gmail.com                                      
             to confirm schedule.             
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The Encourager 
April 2022 - May 2022 Bethany Baptist Church

April
Nathan Gladden  3
Bill Whitlock   6
Marilyn Nally   9
Jennie Neely   14
Rachel Upchurch  16
Leasi McIver   18
Doug McDaniel  28
Jeffery Osborne  29

May
Patsy Joe Langston 3
Joyce Moyers   5
Jason Miller   5
Delma Loftis   12
Robin Slinkard  12
Mary McDaniel  13
Alex Orr    16   

Kay Adams   17 

Kasie Allen-Andrews 17   

Robin Oberle   19
John Upchurch  23
Jon Fish    23
Melinda Hindman  29

Birthdays

May      
asstd. canned fruit/veggies
peanut butter

Options for Women Food Pantry
April
pancake mix/syrup
tuna
applesauce    

Connect. Grow. Serve.



 If you like biblical 
studies of prophecy, 
“Where Do We Go from 
Here?:  How Tomorrow’s 
Prophecies Foreshadow 
Today’s Problems” by 
Dr. David Jeremiah is a 
must read!
 The more we look around today, the more it 
seems our modern world and contemporary way of 
life are hanging by a thread.  We’re emerging from 
the pangs of a pandemic, yet society remains haunt-
ed by the specters of socialism, globalism, and 
cancel culture.  The economy is in flux, the church 
is in decline, and Jerusalem once again sits atop the 
powder keg of global politics.
 What should we do now?  How can we move 
forward as citizens of God’s kingdom even as the 
world teeters on the brink?
 The colliding crises in our culture are not 
isolated incidents or random misfortunes.  They are 
as connected as a spider’s web.  With each passing 
day, tectonic forces are pushing us closer to the end 
of history.
 Yet this is not a time for despair!  Instead, this 
is a time to examine ever more closely the calm 
assurance of God’s prophetic plan.  These pages will 
help you do just that by exploring ten current mo-
ments and movements in light of that plan.  
 In the end, you’ll be reminded once again 
that our exalted Lord, the risen Christ, knows the 
way forward. 
 This book can be found in the Nonfiction 
section of the Library.  Enjoy!
~Lou Jausel, Committee Chairperson

 Sunday School News         
 
             January 2022       
 
           Avg. Enrolled: 88  
             Avg. Present: 67  
                   Total Visitors: 10  

                      February 2022
  
           Avg. Enrolled: 89
           Avg. Present: 69
           Total Visitors: 1

Spring quarter has started.  The Easter season is 
upon us.  Be sure to invite your families to come 
visit us during this holiday season.  We always 
have room for more!

God bless!
~Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Dept. 

 Being a student minister, one of the 
main goals I strive toward is gaining an 
understanding of what this generation of 
students is going through.  I believe that 
having an understanding of the students’ 
circumstances and environment is crucial to 
connecting with them and effectively minis-
tering to their needs.   
 What I have learned is that to begin to 
understand the students, I have to first 
understand what it means to be a student.  
By definition, a student is someone who 
studies a particular subject.  The crazy thing 
is, students today are studying and learning in 
all kinds of different areas.  They go to school 
for thirty-five hours per week and then spend 
several extra hours with sports, band, and 
other extra-curricular activities.  On top of 
that, everyone has a hobby, or hobbies, that 
they spend time studying in order to improve 
on or increase their knowledge of that partic-
ular topic.  So, teenagers are students in 
multiple areas of their lives.  They generally 
study for forty or more hours every week 
when you factor in everything mentioned 
previously, but it is not supposed to stop 
there.
 In addition to being students in school 
and being students of a sport, instrument, or 
other activity, teenagers are also called to be 
students of Christ.  If you think about it, the     

disciples were literally Jesus’ students.  They 
studied under Him as teenagers for a set 
amount of time in order to prepare them for 
the mission that Jesus would ultimately give 
them: to go make disciples of all nations.
 What I am getting at is there is a lot on 
teenagers’ plates.  Understanding that simple 
fact is crucial to how I approach ministry each 
week.  One of the biggest challenges I face is 
discipling the students to get them to a point 
where being a student of Christ takes priority 
over everything else that occupies their time.  
It is a challenge that I cannot tackle alone.  
Showing teenagers the importance of having a 
relationship with Christ and truly being a 
student of Christ is something that the church 
needs to be doing collectively.  Students are 
young and impressionable, and we as a church 
should be taking advantage of that by setting 
an example of what being a student of Christ 
looks like in our own lives.  We should be 
intentional about sharing with the students 
how important it is to actively be a student of 
Christ.
 If, as a church, we are able to set an 
example for and build up our students’ faith 
in Christ, then we will simultaneously be 
setting the building blocks for the foundation 
of the future church.        
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

 Students of Christ



 We were saddened to hear that Julia 
Unnerstall plans to retire at the end of the 
school year.  We are working on a plan to 
present a “farewell” gift from Bethany.  Once 
we know when and where, we will put an 
announcement in a Sunday bulletin.  We plan 
to have Julia at Bethany, but she is consider-
ing when she will be available.  We hope to 
continue the current ministries, so we still 
ask you to be in prayer. 
 Bethany is pleased to be among the 
many that are rejoicing over the appoint-
ment of Mrs. Sandra Rhinehart as the new 
principal at Alma Schrader Elementary.  
Sandra has been the assistant principal at 
Central Middle School for the last 7 years 
where she was named the Missouri Associa-
tion of Elementary School Principals Out-
standing Assistant Principal in 2016.  Con-
gratulations, Mrs. Rhinehart!  We look 
forward to working with and for Principal 
Rhinehart. 

Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving
Fran Austin

       

Deacon Bill to Bethany Baptist
billandkayadams@yahoo.com

April - May News

 

It’s Spring!!! And there is lots going on!
exploring easter 

FOR ALL AGES 
Wednesday, April 13th

Guided tours every 15 min starting at 6:00 pm
Experience the journey of Jesus from Palm Sunday 

to Easter morning through dramatic 
presentations and hands-on activities

************************************
awana extravaganza

Wednesday, May 4th at 6:00 pm
End-of-the-Year Awards Ceremony 

followed by a carnival
Come show support and celebrate 

the achievements of the AWANA clubbers! 

************************************
SAVE THE DATE

 VBS 2022  
  June 20 – 23    6:00 pm-8:15 pm
             Ages 3 years through 
            completion of 5th grade
             Sign up to be a part of VBS 
   at the Welcome Center. 
         Crew leaders and helpers needed!

Can you cut, color, or glue???   We need you!!
The VBS Decorating Team will be meeting 
on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm starting April 19th.

To God be the glory!
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director 

On Sunday, March 20th, at around 12:30 pm, our fellowship hall was full of happy people sharing conversa-
tion, laughter, and joyful fellowship.  It was a fellowship meal that had been delayed for over two years 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our Bethany family was experiencing “Spring Into Worship.”

Our prayer is that we will experience increased attendance in Sunday School and all of our worship 
services.  May the Lord bless our radio spots that will run for 13 weeks on Real Talk With Riggin KZIM 960 
AM weekdays from 6:00 am to 9:00 am.  We hope families living around our church will hear the radio 
spots, come worship with us, hear the message, and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  

“Spring Into Worship” leads us to the Easter holiday season which includes our Palm Sunday Musical 
on April 10th during morning worship, Exploring Easter on April 13th at 6:00 pm,  Easter Prayer 
Walk on April 16th at 10:00 am and the celebration of our risen Lord on Easter Sunday, April 17th. 

Looking up the word “spring”, I found several interesting definitions that I would like to share with you.  
As you read them, look for how they apply to COVID-19, Bethany, and moving forward.
 Spring (verb):   To make a leap, to release or cause to be released from confinement,              
                     to rise, to proceed, a rapid or sudden emerging.
         Spring (noun):  A source of water, an elastic body or device that recovers its original         
                    shape when released after being distorted, a season of the year            
                    consisting of March to May.

I close this article with a few references of spring in our lexicon that might be familiar to some of you:
 1. Spring Chicken - “I am not a spring chicken anymore!”
 2. Spring Training - A time we look forward to in baseball.
 3. Bed Springs, Box Springs, Inner Box Springs - Have you used these lately?
 4. Warm Springs, Georgia - The place where FDR died on April 12, 1945.
 5. Spring Byington - An old movie actress who played everybody’s mother.
 6. Springtime in Alaska - According to Johnny Horton, it’s 40 below.  Thank goodness Bethany is      
               in Missouri.

And finally a riddle to share:  If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?  
If you don’t know the answer, ask your deacon.
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Vacation Bible School

Save the Dates  
June 20 - 23   Monday through Thursday  6:00 pm to 8:15 pm

For children 3 years old through completion of 5th grade
Note:  The first 50 kids who pre-register by June 1st will get a FREE VBS shirt.  

Registration forms are at the Welcome Center.

WE NEED WORKERS!
Sign up for the blessings of being a part of VBS 

at the Welcome Center or e-mail bethanykids1@outlook.com.
Only two  requirements:  love Jesus and love children!

You will receive a FREE VBS shirt. 
(Please add your shirt size to the worker sign-up sheet.)

Please Note:  The VBS Decorating Team will meet on 
Tuesdays at 6:00 pm starting April 19th.  If you can cut, color, or glue, 

WE NEED YOU!
 

Please Note:  If you would like to donate towards the VBS T-Shirt fund, please use a 
BBC offering envelope and designate an amount to VBS Shirt.

Volunteers

Tellers

Van Drivers
April 3 Eric Claunch
April 10 Eric Claunch
April 17 Eric Claunch
April 24 Eric Claunch
May 1 Eric Claunch
May 8 Eric Claunch
May 15 Eric Claunch
May 22 Eric Claunch
May 29 Eric Claunch

Deacons
Bill Adams

Doug Austin
Joe Koch

Tommy Chadd
Richard Stout April 4  Team 2

April 11  Team 3
April 18  Team 4
April 25  Team 1
May 2  Team 2
May 9  Team 3
May 16  Team 4
May 23  Team 1
May 31  Team 2

Tithes and Offering
*February: $19,329.12

March: $62,882.21
*2/6 service canceled

due to snow/ice

 

Ushers
Tommy Chadd

Eric Claunch
Richard Stout

Bill Adams 


