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1712 Randol Ave.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Contact/Online Info:

Weekly Schedule:

Church Office

Website

(573)335-8622

bethanybc.net

Sunday

Wednesday

Sunday School 9:00am
AWANA 6:00pm
Worship 10:30am & 6:00pm Bible Study & Prayer 6:00pm
Youth 6:00pm

(or www.bethanybc.net)
Fax

Facebook

(573)335-8807

@bethanybaptistcape

Thursday

E-mail

YouTube Channel

office@bethanybc.net

Bethany Baptist Church
Cape Girardeau

FBI Club 3:30pm to 5:00pm
College Bible Study 7:00pm

F.I.S.H.
April
pancake mix & syrup
chili beans

May
macaroni & cheese
assorted canned fruit

Birthdays
April
Nathan Gladden
Bill Whitlock
Marilyn Nally
Jennie Neely
Rachel Upchurch
Leasi McIver
Doug McDaniel
Jeffery Osborne

3
6
9
14
16
18
28
29

May
Patsy Joe Langston
Joyce Moyers
Jason Miller
Delma Loftis
Robin Slinkard
Mary McDaniel
Alex Orr
Kay Adams
Kasie Allen-Andrews
Robin Oberle
John Upchurch
Jon Fish
Melinda Hindman

3
5
5
12
12
13
16
17
17
19
23
23
29

The Encourager
April 2020 - May 2020 Bethany Baptist Church

Connect. Grow. Serve.

I want to make you aware of our church
website, bethanybc.net, bethanybc.net,
bethanybc.net. Did you get that? Our church’s
website is bethanybc.net. Ryan told me we
don’t have to type in the three w’s anymore, it
will open just by typing in bethanybc.net.
At a time like this, where churches are
physically shut down, our website and social
media have never been more important.
Bethany Baptist Church has a Facebook page
@bethanybaptistcape, so if you use Facebook,
please join our page to get timely updates. The
Bethany Student Ministry is also on Facebook
(search for Bethany Student Ministry Cape
Girardeau MO). We also have a YouTube channel (Bethany Baptist Church Cape Girardeau)
and mobile app (search for MinistryOne in your
app store). It is easy to get communication out
through social media. The website, Facebook
page,YouTube channel, and mobile app link you
to the church office and your church family.
We need updated e-mail addresses from
all of our members and friends who want to
stay informed. We also need you to be aware of
a major change in how we do the newsletter.
Tracey has worked on our website, and we now
have features we were lacking that most growing churches have. You can now see the newsletter online by clicking a link on our website.
It is the same format, so it looks just like it does
in print. This will save money on ink, paper and
postage. We will have printed copies available
to be picked up at church (when we are able to
meet again), and we are willing to mail copies
out to those who wish to receive a physical

copy. Please contact the church office through
e-mail, office@bethanybc.net, phone, (573)
335-8622, or write us at 1712 Randol Avenue,
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701, and let us know
you want to receive a printed copy of the newsletter by mail.
A page for prayer requests has been added
to the website and the mobile app. When we
receive prayer requests through the website
and/or mobile app, they will be added to our
printed list that we share at church. We will still
have the telephone prayer chain, and other prayer
gatherings when we are able. This feature adds
more ways to submit a prayer request.
As far as giving goes, we appreciate your
tithes and offerings, and we realize that some of
our members may be unemployed as a result of
this pandemic. You may give online at our website bethanybc.net or on our mobile app (search
for MinistryOne in your app store, upload the
app, and choose Bethany Baptist Church). You
can give with a card or checking account, and
make a one-time or recurring donation. Of
course, you can always mail your offerings, or
drop them by the church office Tuesdays through
Thursdays.
Please pray for Bethany Baptist Church and
our sister churches. Some churches will not
survive being closed for a matter of weeks. We
are praying for you! Please stay healthy, always
wash your hands, and practice social distancing
for now. Let us praise God for giving us modern
technology that enables us to keep in touch!
I Love His Church!
~Pastor Shawn

Calm in the Storm

As I write this article, restaurants are shut down,
the mall is empty, and yes, our churches are closed. The
times we are experiencing are unprecedented.
Not long ago we began to hear of a virus making
its way through China. In seemingly no time, the virus
made its way across the globe into the United States and
what has ensued since has never been seen before.
People began buying forklifts full of toilet paper.
Ground beef vanished off shelves. A bottle of water
became a hot commodity.
Shortly after, the closures started. Large chains
began to announce mass shutdowns. Local stores and
restaurants followed suit. Within weeks, all sporting
events, concerts, performances, and other large venue
events were an afterthought. Next came our churches.
Now, here we are. The result of a virus causing a
nationwide shutdown and a general panic unlike most of
us have seen before. All the chaos has left our society
with questions: When will everything be open again?
When can I go back to work? Is it safe to leave my
house? Can I be around other people?
As I have meditated on the circumstances, I have
wrestled with most of these questions, and I keep coming
back to one passage of scripture: Mark 4:35-41.
This short passage in Mark is very well-known.
Jesus and his disciples get in a boat to sail across a lake.
As they sailed, a storm came over the waters. The boat
rocked and shook; it began to take on water. The
disciples had no answer. They began to panic. They
feared for their lives. They began to wonder, “Where is
Jesus?” I am sure they, too, wrestled with uncertainty.
Most know how the passage ends. They find
Jesus. Jesus calms the storm, and they all go on with
their lives. I have seen and heard many pastors reference
Jesus’ storm-calming power during times of chaos like
we are experiencing now. This is understandable, and
comforting, as we should trust that Jesus has the power
to calm the storm blown up by COVID-19. However, I
want to take a different approach to this passage.

As remarkable as it is that Jesus can save us from
any situation, we can perhaps grow more in this moment
by examining Jesus’ response to the storm. Mark 4:38
tells us that while everyone else was consumed with panic
and fear, Jesus was asleep on the boat. Why is this important for us? That is a fair question to ask. While it is
comforting to know that Jesus has the power to stop all of
life’s trials, tribulations, and problems in their tracks, we
need to understand that sometimes Jesus is sleeping in
the boat.
Jesus and His disciples boarded the boat because
God had a purpose for them on the other side of the lake.
God was not finished with them. He just wanted them
somewhere else. He had a new purpose for them. A new
city needed the Gospel. More people needed to be
redeemed by the Savior. The storm that caused the chaos
was never intended to harm the disciples or Jesus. God
was in control. God was bringing them through. Jesus
knew this.
Have you ever wondered how Jesus was able to
sleep through all the commotion? Jesus slept because He
trusted in the divine protection of the Father. Jesus had
peace through the storm because He knew His God was
in control. Jesus knew He could stop the storm at any
time. He could end the panic. He could halt the fear.
He could rescue the hopeless. Instead He slept. Instead
Jesus rested. Instead Jesus laid peacefully inside the boat.
Jesus did not allow the storm to disrupt His spirit. He
did not allow the storm to disrupt His mind. Jesus had
peace in the midst of the storm because He knew whose
hands He was in.
Now I ask you, as you read this, whose hands hold
your future? What are you doing in the midst of all the
panic and fear? Are you running around the boat searching for toilet paper and ground beef? Or are you inside
the boat resting peacefully in the presence of Jesus,
knowing that the Father is in control?
Yes, Jesus calmed the storm, but first, He had
calm in the storm.
~Ryan Welch, Youth Pastor

JOY in the Spring
We had many delicious brunch items to
choose from at our March meeting. Thanks to
all who worked so hard to make them! Everyone looked great in their GREEN as we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day, and the table decorations were very festive. Richard sang and played
his guitar. We are so thankful that Richard
shares his many talents with us at Bethany.
It looks like our April meeting will be
canceled due to COVID-19 shutdown recommendations. Praying we will be able to resume
our normal church activities and services by our
May 14th meeting. In May, our meal will be
fried chicken, salads, and of course, desserts.
Can’t wait to taste all those fruit salads, caesar
salads, potato salads, jello salads, not to mention
all the brownies, cakes, cookies, and pies. I’m
getting really hungry, must be lunchtime. Not
sure what the theme will be, maybe Cinco de
Mayo, or Mother’s Day, stay tuned. Program
still to be determined.
Please come and enjoy good food and
fellowship at JOY Lunch in May. Until then,
keep washing your hands, and practice recommended social distancing guidelines. Pray for
each other.
Happy Easter!
God Bless!

~Tracey Fish

We have received a set of Historical Fiction
books chronicling the time around the Civil War –
“The Bregdan Chronicles” by Ginny Dye. These
come highly recommended by one of our most
ardent readers.
The story begins in 1860 as dramatic changes
are taking place in the South. In the first book
“Storm Clouds Rolling In – 1860 – 1861”, the lead
character, Carrie Cromwell, comes of age. She is a
young woman with a fiery spirit and a strong mind,
who finds herself struggling between the common
wisdom of the South, and the truth she has discovered about the Underground Railroad. She is discovering that her decisions are putting her at odds with
her heritage, and challenging her dreams.
The second book “On To Richmond 1861 –
1862” finds Carrie with the responsibility of running
an entire plantation. She fights to understand her
own internal war; tied to the South by family tradition, but pulled North by her emotions and beliefs.
Will these beliefs push her further from her father
and the Confederate soldier she loves, or will they
place her life in grave danger - will she have the
courage to do what she has to do?
In the third book “ Spring Will Come 1862 –
1863”, the Civil War has transformed her beloved city
of Richmond into a deadly Civil War battlefield, and
Carrie is using her medical skills in a Confederate
hospital. Having helped some slaves escape, what
will become of them? Does she really want the South
to win, and what will this war cost her in her personal life?
Come visit the Historical Fiction section of the
Library, and pick up this captivating series.
See you in the Library!
~Eloise Terry, Secretary

“Ministry is not a job or a Sunday routine. It’s a privilege to be
chosen and used by Jesus.”
-Madeline ColemanWe are chosen by Jesus. What a beautiful thought! He
doesn’t need us to serve, but He chooses us to serve. Our
children’s ministry, Bethany KIDS, is full of volunteers who
Jesus has chosen to teach and minister to our children. We are
thankful for each person who prays, gives, and shares their
time to help children come to know Jesus.
In these uncertain times, many people see being
“trapped” in their house with their children as a burden, but I
encourage you to look at it from God’s view. This quarantine is
giving us time to spend doing things we may not do during our
normal routine. We now have time to pray and read God’s
Word without the excuse of no time or no energy. We can
teach our little ones the importance of making time for God.
Below are some ideas that you can use at home during this
quarantine:
1. Talk about how the coronavirus can be scary, but emphasize
how God is in control, so we can trust Him during scary times.
2. Make a schedule for the day with a portion of time for
prayer and Bible study as a family.
3. Make a list or poster of things that you are thankful for.
4. Take a walk in your yard or neighborhood and talk about the
beautiful things that God has created.
5. Put on Christian music and sing/dance/enjoy as a family.
6.Make cards/letters/drawings to send to people in the mail.
7.At bedtime/rest time, ask your child to pick a favorite Bible
story, and read it together.
Updates for Bethany KIDS:
*AWANA and FBI are canceled until Cape Public Schools are
back in session.
*Exploring Easter is canceled, but if schools are back in session
on April 8th, then we will use this night as a normal AWANA
night.
*Easter Program is canceled on April 5th, but we hope to
reschedule it or share the songs at our AWANA End-of-theYear Extravaganza in May.
*Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School is tentatively scheduled
for June 14-18. We will keep you updated if the dates change.
To God be the glory; great things He is doing!
~Ms. Donna, Children Ministry Director

Due to the closure of all public schools,
there are no future events to report for Alma
Schrader currently. When we all resume, I will
report through the Sunday bulletins.
I want to thank all who have assisted with
cards, notes, and prayer through the school
year. I am looking forward to continuing our
ministry when school resumes on August 24th.
Lastly, but very important, I want to
thank the eight Bethany folks who volunteered
for the Knowledge-A-Thon. They are as
follows: Bill and Kay Adams, Mike and Debbie
Bowers, Sharon Ford, Donna Johnson, Emily
Orr, and Pastor Shawn. This worthwhile
endeavor could not function without help from
the community.
Keep Smiling~ Keep Serving
~Fran Austin

Deacon Doug to Bethany Baptist
deacondoug81@gmail.com
April - May News

================================
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your needs and don’t forget to
thank Him for His answers.
================================
If you haven’t heard Shawn’s latest sermons, I encourage you to go to our website, bethanybc.net, to hear
the Word of God speak to us.
While doing some organizing of books in my office, I came across a book from Thom Rainer, our former
President of Lifeway, I AM A CHURCH MEMBER. An easy read of only 6 chapters, but powerful thoughtprovoking chapters that help us get a better understanding of church membership. The chapter titles would
make a great personal pledge for each of us as we work our way through the challenges of the virus.
1. I Will Be a Unifying Church Member
2. I Will Not Let the Church Be About My Preferences and Desires
3. I Will Pray for My Church Leaders
4. I Will Lead My Family to Be Healthy Church Members
5. I Will Be a Functioning Member
6. I Will Treasure Church Membership as a Gift
Important dates to place on your personal calendar:
Lord’s Supper
17 May
16 August
24 December

January
Avg. Enrolled: 94
Avg. Present: 74
Total Visitors: 6

February
Avg. Enrolled: 94
Avg. Present: 70
Total Visitors: 6

The spring quarter is here, and better weather is in
the forecast. Please invite and bring friends to visit
us for Sunday school classes. Hope to see more of
you there!
Debbie Pardue, Sunday School Department

Business Meeting
17 May
16 August
15 November

JOY
2nd Thursday of Each Month
MBC
October 26-27

Peaceful Valley Camps
Youth - July 6-10
Overnight - July 10-11
Girls - July 13-17
Boys - July 20-24

National Day of Prayer
May 7

OCC Shoebox
November 8

Christmas Program
December 13

First Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as
you are doing.”

Tellers

A Note From Your Treasurer
I hope all of you are exhibi�ng safe behavior. We are on hiatus
for a few weeks and there are some considera�ons.
First, many of our expenses are con�nuing even though we will
not be mee�ng together. This would include our mission
support locally and around the world.
If you would like to make your contribu�ons before we resume,
there are several op�ons:
1. Mail your check to the oﬃce, 1712 Randol Avenue, 63701
2. Deliver your contribu�on to the oﬃce annex
 Call ahead
 Do not place it in church mailbox; illegal and unsafe
3. Online giving is now available
 Go to bethanybc.net for easy to follow direc�ons
4. If these op�ons will not work for you, call me at 335-9209
or 450-5877 and we will work something out.
Your Teller Teams will make periodic deposits in a �mely
manner.

April 6
April 13
April 20
April 27
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 26

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 1

Ushers
April

Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch
Richard Stout
Eric Claunch
Bill Adams
Mike Bowers

May

Volunteers
Deacon of the Week
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch
Richard Stout
Doug Austin
Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch
Richard Stout
Doug Austin
Tommy Chadd

Tommy Chadd
Joe Koch
Richard Stout
Eric Claunch
Lloyd Simmons
Bill Whitlock

Van Drivers
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Stan Seabaugh
Waunita VanDyke
Eric Claunch
Stan Seabaugh
Waunita VanDyke
Eric Claunch
Stan Seabaugh
Waunita VanDyke
Eric Claunch

Tithes and Offering
February: $20,275.77
March: $17,280.67

