
Saddleback Children’s Center Junior-Kindergarten 

 

Our school is fully accredited through NAEYC and maintains the highest level of standards. 

Our Junior Kindergarten class is small (under 16 students) and the adult to child ratio is never more 

than 10 to 1.  

This class is structured as a 5 day a week program with extended hours from 8:30am-1:00pm. Our 

focus is to promote an environment that encompasses the “whole” child’s development socially, 

emotionally, physically, academically, and spiritually. We are guided by the same developmentally 

appropriate curriculum as our Pre-k program with additional features that are geared toward our older 

4’s and children who have turned 5. Although, we can move through our curriculum at a much quicker 

pace, we are still sensitive to each child’s individual learning stage and development.  

The program prepares your child to enter kindergarten with confidence and learn kindergarten-level 

skills, but without the expectation of mastery. The focus in the beginning of the year is to promote social 

interaction, conflict resolution, independence, and language development. These skills are the 

foundation for kindergarten readiness. 

Saddleback Children’s Center offers a Christ-centered program, which promotes spiritual development 

and a love for the Lord. This classroom can take spiritual development to the next level through deeper 

discussions during morning meetings where open conversations are facilitated.   

Academic focus on language arts activities include: 

• Phonological awareness 

• Letter and word recognition 

• Sound recognition through utilization of 
Zoophonics 

• Sight words (when child shows signs of 
readiness & interest) 

• Blending and word families (when child 
shows signs of readiness) 

• Concepts of Print 

Handwriting Without Tears curriculum implemented for letter writing includes:  

• Emergent writing 

• Correct letter formation 

• Left to right sequencing 

• Fine motor development as a necessary prerequisite for handwriting 

• Handwriting Without Tears workbook that children have the opportunity to explore in January once 
they have developed the necessary prewriting skills. 

Jumpin’ Numbers and Shakin’ Shapes is used for number and shape knowledge.  Math skills 
encouraged on a daily basis include: 

• Counting 

• Sorting 

• Patterning 

• Measuring 

• Classification 

• Simple mathematical operations 

Teachers also employ the use of graphs, estimation, and manipulatives to support mathematical 
development.   

Science is supported through inquiry based as well as hands-on activities.    



Saddleback Children’s Center Junior-Kindergarten 

 

We welcome you to visit our Junior Kindergarten classroom to observe our teaching strategies.  

SCC Junior Kindergarten SCC Pre-K Public TK 
Field Trips with hands-on and 
interactive learning experiences 
(suspended during COVID 
restrictions) 

Field Trips with hands-on and 
interactive learning experiences 
(suspended during COVID 
restrictions) 

Depends on TK Program 

Small class sizes Small class sizes N/A 

Christ-centered program with deeper 
discussions 

Christ-centered program with 
initiated discussions 

N/A 

Ability to have lengthier morning 
meetings where social interaction and 
language development are fostered 

Developmentally appropriate circle 
times throughout the morning where 
social interaction and language 
development are fostered 

Depends on TK Program 

As a group, this age has mastered 
certain skills that allow the teacher to 
move through the curriculum at a 
faster pace, although the teacher is 
sensitive to teaching to the individual 
as well.  

The teacher follows a 
developmentally appropriate 
curriculum that teaches to the group 
as well as to the individual.  

Depends on TK Program 

Star of the Week to encourage self-
confidence, language development 
and a sense of pride 

Share day to encourage self-
confidence. 

Depends on TK Program 

Extends cooperative play and 
sharing through facilitating teamwork 
or project learning to promote social 
interaction and inspire learning 
through real world experiences.  

Encourages cooperative play and 
sharing. 

Depends on TK Program 

Emphasis on social interaction, 
conflict resolution, independence, and 
language development 

Facilitates social interaction, conflict 
resolution, independence, and 
language development 

Greater number of students does not 
allow for teacher facilitated social 
interaction and conflict resolution. 

2022-23 School Year 

• Extended classroom hours from 8:30am -1:00pm for Junior Kindergarten only to allow more 
time for a faster paced curriculum and to help prepare children for extended Kindergarten 
days. 

• We still offer our Full Day and 8-hour programs for families in need of care outside of regular 
class time. Below is a general schedule for our full-day Junior Kindergarten children: 

o 7:00am-8:30am: Full Day Program 
o 8:30am-1:00pm: Junior Kindergarten Program 

▪ Morning meetings 
▪ Classroom time/instruction 
▪ Snack 
▪ Outside time 
▪ Lunch 

o 1:00pm-2:30pm: Rest period 
▪ Non-nappers may go outside teacher:child ratio permitting 

o 2:30pm-3:00pm  
▪ Snack 

o 3:00pm – 6:00pm: Full Day Program 
▪ Outdoor/indoor 

• New for the 2022-23 School year: we are extending our age cut-off to February 2, 2018 to 
remain consistent with Capistrano Unified School District.  


