Newsletter
February 2019
“There are three things that remain:
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13

Message from SCC

Pictures from last month!

With Valentine’s Day approaching much
focus is placed on the subject of “Love.”
Throughout the year we work to instill in our
students the idea of reaching out to others and
showing God’s Love. This month we will be
teaching children how they can do that by
donating $1 to Scholastic Book Trust! A
suggestion may be to have your child take the
dollar from their own piggy bank. Please join us
as we come together to grow literacy in
children!
This month we are learning about
Community Helpers. We are pleased to
announce that we have a deputy sheriff and a
dentist coming to speak to us this month about
the importance of their jobs. The fire
department will be visiting next month.
-Carla Leveratt, Director
& Meagan Kraszewski, Assistant Director

Pajama Day

Ice Castle Day

Reminders
❖ Cool Weather Warning: Please make sure your child has a jacket with his/her name inside. We have many jacket “look-alikes” and we want to make sure that each jacket goes home with the right child.
❖ Tuition: Tuition is due the first of each month and payable until the 10th. Payments received after the 10th will be assessed a
$25.00 late fee. Tuition must be paid within 48 hours of notification or an additional $25.00 will be charged to your account
for a total of $50.
❖ Sign-In: When dropping off or picking up your child you must sign them in/out each day. If not, you may be called to
return and sign your child in/out. No one under the age of 18 may pick up a child from school. Parents/guardians are
required by the State of California to sign their child in and out of school each day. Please make sure that you use your full
legal signature.
❖ For your tax records:
Our tax I.D. # is: 93-0782055
Our address is: 30322 Via Con Dios, Rancho Santa Margarita, Ca 92688
You can also find all tax I.D. information on our web site at: saddlebackchildrenscenter.org

Important Dates
SCHOOL CLOSED:
* Friday, February 15th: Teacher In-Service
* Monday, February 18th: Presidents’ Day

Chancy & Bruce
Parent Information Night:
We will not be holding the parent
information night this year due to a low
interest. Information will be sent home.

Chancy and Bruce Kindergarten
Readiness Screenings

Santa Margarita Pediatric
Dentistry Visit:

Monday, February 4th

Wednesday, February 20th &
Thursday, February 21st
Santa Margarita Pediatric Dentistry will be
here to talk to the children about dental
hygiene. They will share a short movie and
talk about the importance of brushing and
flossing. Each child will receive a gift.

Kids Night Out
Saturday, February 9th
5:00PM – 8:00PM
See attached flyer for more information!

Valentine’s Day Parties:
Tuesday, February 13th &
Wednesday, February 14th
We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with a
party and Valentine card exchange in each class.
PLEASE DO NOT ADDRESS VALENTINE CARDS
WITH INDIVIDUAL NAMES. Rather, have your
child sign each card with your child’s name.
If your child is here 5 days, you will need to bring
cards to pass out on both days.
(This does not include Miss Marie’s 5-day class. They will
have their party on Thursday, February 14th.)

Officer Friendly Visit:
Monday, February 25th &
Tuesday, February 26th at 10:00 AM
A police officer in uniform will visit our
school to talk to the children about safety.
Children love to be able to see and talk to a
police officer personally. They will also bring
a patrol car so children can look inside.

Family Night at Chick-fil-A
in Foothill Ranch
Wednesday, February 27th
Bring in the flyer (coming soon) and 20% of
your total check will go to our school!

Outdoor Art Curriculum
As part of the Outdoor Classroom at
Saddleback Children’s Center Miss Meagan has
been collaborating with our teachers to
enhance the art experiences that are provided
during this time.

How It Works
Donate $1 to Book Trust and every penny of it
will go toward a monthly allowance that lets
children in need choose their own FREE Books
from Scholastic Reading Club.
It may be a fun and great lesson in giving to let
your child donate from their own piggy bank!
Please look for a “treasure chest” in the
courtyard for your donations.

Mom and Dad take the night off!
Drop the kids off in the Full Day Room with
Josiah and volunteers for dinner, desserts,
music, crafts, fun games, and a movie while
you have an evening to yourself.
Saturdays
February 9th
March 9th
April 13th
May 11th
June 15th
Time: 5:00-8:00 pm
Cost $10 per child, siblings additional $5.
Preschool and Kindergarten
Josiahclcrsm@gmail.com for questions
Pre- registration is required
Please email Josiah one day prior to
Kids Night Out

We introduce new materials or different ways
for children to express themselves creatively
throughout the school year. We started with
basic art materials and oil pastels that children
were taught how to use and respect and can
freely choose to remove from and return to
the art shelf. Gradually, new and real materials
are added as children learn how to use them.
At SCC, we feel it is important for our children
to have the opportunity to use real art
materials and tools. When children are trusted
and shown how to use and care for these tools
and materials, they live up to the responsibility
of using them. It has been observed that when
children are provided these materials to
create art, there is more attention to detail
and purpose behind the work.
If this is something you are passionate about,
we will be collecting items for donation. We
keep a drop-box near Miss Carla’s office.
Here is a list of needed materials:
- Charcoal pencils
- Pastels
- Soft/hard charcoal
- Blick Paper
- Canvas Panels
- Bristol/Matte Paper
*These items could be purchased from
Michaels or Amazon.com*

Fundraising at SCC
Fundraising Opportunities
Throughout the year we will have a few fundraising
opportunities here at SCC. Some of these
opportunities that you may look out for are:
• See’s Candies in the Spring
• Family Night Out
• Kid’s Night Out
• Tile purchase
We have some great projects that we are working on
at SCC to make our school shine from the inside out
even more than it already does!

Current Fundraising Projects
Outdoor Classroom Project
Join us in Celebration!!! We will be having a
ribbon cutting ceremony to officially recognize our
outdoor area as a demonstration site for OCP. This
will take place on Thursday, February 21st at
11:00pm in our preschool courtyard. Our Mayor,
Gerry Holloway, will be here to present a plaque of
recognition from the city for our accomplishment in
this area. Small reception to follow.

Current Fundraising Projects
Continued…
As many of you know, we have had a very successful year
in fundraising. Due to your support, we have had the
ability to purchase new furniture, a magnet board,
materials for the Outdoor Classroom, send our teachers to
the Outdoor Classroom Conference and soon we will
begin to remodel our kitchen.
One of our next projects will be to raise money to replace
the grass on our large play yard through our spring See’s
Candies fundraiser. Look for more information coming
soon!

Memorialize Your Child’s Time at
SCC!
Local resident, Meg Safford of Art Just Create It, will
assist our staff and children in beautifying our courtyard.
Purchase a tile kit and our teachers will guide your child
through the project. Tile kits are $40. So far, we have a
small interest. To give more families an opportunity to
sign up, we will have the sign-up sheet available in the
courtyard for two more weeks.

Our very own Director, Carla Leveratt, and Brown
Room Teacher, Kristina Amante have worked hard to
empower our teachers and improve our outdoor space
to help our school achieve this goal.
From a fundraising aspect, you will continue to see
improvements to our play yards as we continue to
meet fundraising goals!

To find out more about this you can go to
www.outdoorclassroomproject.org.
Help support us while you shop! The AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases, which will go
toward our school and church when you select
“Community Lutheran Church” as your charity!

The Wonder of Nature's Colors
What Happens When Art and Nature Meet?

By Kelly Johnson
Date: September 16, 2014
Color is a magical thing. It is ever elusive and always changing depending on what it is placed next to or lighting.
It affects our mood, signals help or harm, and color patterns even indicate what something is made of on an
elemental level. Mother Nature’s palette is one of the most magical because it is perfectly suited to every
circumstance. It is beautifully ever-changing, with the seasons, time of day, and geographic region. A bright yellow
flower signals insects to come pollinate, while a bright red flower attracts hummingbirds. A blue sky tells us no
need for an umbrella, while green grass tempts us to remove our shoes and enjoy the cool softness. The
mysterious power of color affects every aspect of this bio-diverse world.
It is wondrous to think about color in terms of magic. Luckily, color’s natural mystery is easy to teach with fun,
beginning color theory activities. Naming colors, color mixing, and color relationships are popular lessons, but
theory alone means nothing to the young child. When we take color into the world of nature, it comes alive!
Bringing a color wheel into the garden, where the children actually experience red and green, makes color lessons
applicable to the child’s life. This is just one example of how the arts weave together science and nature. It is
never too early to start forging these naturally creative connections. Dr. Howard Gardener’s 8 th intelligence, the
Naturalist Intelligence, is strengthened by sorting and classifying natural items by shape, texture, and color in
early childhood. Sorting natural items by color is the perfect way to develop this intelligence, with a long term
outcome of environmentally conscious adults in mind.
When we give children something creative to do in nature, meaningful connections abound. Where art and
nature meet a sense of wonder is sparked, observation skills are developed, and cross-curricular learning is
inspired. Nature provides the stage and art provides the script to help you awaken a love of learning in your
students complimented by a lifelong bond with their natural world.
Weaving nature, art, wonder, and culture is a practice long demonstrated by the way artists have taken nature
as their muse. From cave drawings to Art Nouveau to eco-artists, nature based art excites us to take a closer look
at our world and the ways in which nature, art, and life intersect. Artist Andy Goldsworthy is a wonderful, childfriendly example of how a keen sense of wonder, observation, and color manifests in works of art that illuminate
the magic of nature’s colors, while sparking human and nature interaction.
Early childhood researcher, Eyunsook Hyun, also speaks on the importance of wonder-filled childhood nature
connections and the development of Gardner’s Naturalist Intelligence. Hyun observed that experiences
accumulated in childhood are what define our future relationship with nature and that early childhood is a
definitive developmental period for nature connection. Hyun proposes that a child’s predisposition for nature
connection must be nurtured from little on, to assure that adequate nature bonding occurs, the ecological brain
develops, and the child grows into a nature caring adult (Hyun 2000).
Just taking children outside is not enough. We must captivate children’s ever present senses of wonder through
the beauty of nature. We must provide them with creative experiences that nurture natural connections and
allow for meaningful assimilation of the nature experience into their lives. The arts provide us with a key to unlock
the magic of nature through color by supplying children a vehicle for creative expression of natural experiences.
By engaging the senses through nature observation, and then uniting with imagination; we open the door to a
magical sensorial world of sweet strawberry reds, fresh pine greens, storm cloud grays, and warm sun yellows,
invoking children’s inherent sense of wonder and genetic predisposition to be naturally intelligent.

Registration Time
is Here!
• Enrollment for the 2019-2020 school-year that begins
the end of August is now open!
• Please register through myprocare.com so you can
have priority placement before enrollment opens to
all on February 19, 2019.
• REMINDER FOR CURRENT FAMILIES: Between now
and March 1st the registration fee is only $50.
• The interest list is long this year so register early to
make sure you hold your spot!
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