
The Prodigal Church  

13 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 

do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14 

And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others 

say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 

He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” 
16 

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 

And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 

this rock[a] I will build my church, and the gates of hell[b] shall not prevail against it. 
19 

I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[c] in heaven.”Matthew 

16:13-19,  

4 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, 
5 

you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 

For it 

stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

1 Peter 2:4-6 

 

How have we walked away?  What has led us to be unfaithful?   

 

The BIG Seven in Revelation:  

1. Ephesus – The Church that has abandoned its love for Christ and His Teaching –

Revelation 2:1-7  

2. Smyrna – The Church that remains faithful amidst persecution.  Revelation 2:8-11 

3. Pergamum – The Church that compromises Its beliefs – Revelation 2:12-17 

4. Thyatira- The Church that follows false prophets – Revelation 2:18-29 

5. Sardis – The Church that is spiritually dead – Revelation 3:1-6 

6. Philadelphia – The Church that patiently endured despite weakness.  Revelation 3:7-

13 

7. Laodicea- The Church with lukewarm faith. Revelation 3:14-22 

 

 

Finding our way back…. Becoming the Church that Christ established 
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1. We exist to GLORIFY GOD.    

 
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 

according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 1:12 

 
15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.  

 Hebrews 13:15 

 

2. We exist to encourage one another to FAITHFULNESS. 

   
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 
10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially 

to those who are of the household of faith. 

Galatians 6:10  

11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are    

doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

3. We exist for BIBLICAL FELLOWSHIP.   

 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe[a] came upon every soul, 

and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And 

all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 

were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 

to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
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Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 

2:42-29 

 

4. We exist to make DISCIPLES.  

   
2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust 

to faithful men,[a] who will be able to teach others also. 

2 Timothy 2:2 

 
24 And the Lord's servant[a] must not be quarrelsome but kind to 

everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 

2Timothy2:24 

11 Command and teach these things. 1Timothy 4:11 

 

5. We exist to SEND. 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 

doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”Matthew 28:16-20 

 
15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 

whole creation. 

Matthew 16:15 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8  

 

The Church is an UNSTOPPABLE FORCE  
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